
sham in any Westerner's eyes. How 
could anyone (even a Russian) take seri- 
ously an event for which 99.98 per cent 
of the electorate turn out, especially 
when candidates for office run unchal- 
lenged? But as Friedgut demonstrates, 
such "elections" do have their func- 
tions. Among these is an important 
socializing contribution; by which 
large masses of people are mobilized 
through the nominating, campaigning, 
and voting processes to demonstrate 
social unity and harmony. Secondly, 
elections fulfill a legitimizing func- 
tion, since the regime can spbsequently 
point to overwhelming popular support 
for its candidates and policies. Finally, 
information is transmitted between the 
regime and its citizens, regarding pro  
duction goals, achievements, and, occa- 
sionally, popular dissatisfaction. 

The  same can be said for the func- 
tions of the loa1 soviets, which are the 
central embodiments of regime legiti- 
macy. Not only do they act as chief 
socializing agents, but they also serve 
an educational role in training citizens 
in  modern Soviet administration. Also, 
the leaders of city and village soviets 
are key links in the Soviet policy chain, 
sourccs of information and thc distribu- 
tion of goods and services. These soviets 
are supported by numcrous quasi-vol- 
untary organizqtions, self-help groups, 
"comrades' courts," community police, 
and service committees, which supple- 
ment socializing and legitimizing func- 
tions. More important, however, the 
existence of so many diverse groups 
provides the Party with countless ave- 
nues by which the masses can bc mobi- 
lized, information conveyed, and devi- 
ance controlled. This capacity for social 
access is virtually unprecedented. 

is there any chance that the system 
will change in the coming years, per- 
haps shifting in a more liberal direc- 
tion? Though their interprctations of 
Soviet politics differ, I think that both 
Friedgut and Hough would agree that 
the forces of inertia are strong and that 
the Party jealously guards its power and 
manipulative prerogatives. In fact, thc 
chances for 3n even more authoritarian 
future may be just as likely. Regretta- 
bly, the recent course of world events 
and the parlous deterioration of detente 
suggest that this unpalatable authori- 
tarian scenario is quite probable, and 
any participation which does develop, 
far from being spontaneous, will be ini- 
tiated and directed cxclusively accord- 
ing to Party design. 

JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES: 
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
edited by William J. Bamdr 
(New York University Press; 286 pp.; 515.OO/SG.95) 

JAPAN AS NUMBER ONE 
by Ezra F. Vogel 
(Harvard University Press; xi + 272 pp.; $12.50) 

]on Woronoff 

Here are two books that deal with the 
sime countries but take a fundamental- 
ly different'approaeh. The first tries to 
explain Japan and Japanese policy to 
America and show how America might 
react, while also enlighening l a p n  
about America. It docs a credible job. 

japan and the United States is the 
result of a series of discussions at the 
Council on Forcign Relations, under 
whose auspices it appears. Likc many 
similar books in recent years, it at- 
tempts to do more than just describe the 
state of affairs, hoping no doubt to con- 
tribute to understanding on both sides 
of the Pacific. However, becaux the 
Japanese know considerably more 
about America than vice versa, it ends 
up being, as it must, largely an analysis 

of the Japanese siiuation. Since Japan 
has not ceased being an economic giant 
and a political midget, it was nccessllry 
to study thc strengths of Japan's econo- 
my. Much to everyone's regret, these 
have led recently to more friction with 
the United States than has any other 
WUSC. The  analysis, by William V. 
Rapp and Robert A. Feldman, is more 
than competent, but unfortunately a 
bit too techniol for the layperson. Mar- 
tin E. Weinstein gives a clear and broad 
analysis Of another uncxpectcd stum- 
bling block to good rclarions, the weak- 
n e w s  of Japan's foreign and defense 
policies. 'The only question that is 
somewhat overlooked hcrc, as every- 
where el%, is what would happen if 
Tokyo did indeed adopt its own more 

to RGoIution 
Michael M.1. Fischer 
Michael Fischer con- 

ducted intensive fieldwork 
on Islam in Iran before the 
revohtion. The result? 

"A ground-breaking 
analysis that ties the his- 
torical development of 
Shi'ism to Iran's current 
Crisis." - Kirkus Rwiw 3 T. 

27 



4 fresh look at 
So viet Imperialism 

Phillip Abbotr Luce 
in 

'HE NEW IMPERIALISM: CUBA 
LND THE SOVIETS IN AFRICA is 
n his own fashion adding to 
iolzhenitsyn's warnings to the West; 
he nature of the threat must be 
ccognized before it can be over- 
ome. 

The New Imperialism: 
Cuba and The Soviets in Africa 

THE NEW IMPERIALISM: CUBA AND 
THE SOVIETS IN AFRICA 

Phillip Abbot: Lure, 54.00 

CASTRO'S QULAQ: THE POLITICS 
OF TERROR 

THE WASHINOTON LOBBY ON 
LATIN AMERICA 

THE AFQHANISTAN CONFLICT IN 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE AND A 
BUYER'S GUIDE TO THE SALT 
PROCESS 

F. Docksui, S I  S O  

Please send me: 

Frank Calzon, 53.00 

Allan Brown feld, 52.00 

Miklos K. Radvanji and Ronald 

.----------------- 

M y  total plus 7% postage 

is f 

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Mail to: 

Council for 
Inter-American Security 
305 Fourth Street. N.E. 
Dept. P. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

dynamic defense and foreign policies 
and they did not coincide with Wash- 
ington's.' 

That problem, however, does not 
Seem to be imminent. The linkages 
between domestic politics and foreign 
policy provide enough of a barrier to 

. any abrupt changes in  Japanese foreign 
policy unless rather unexpected politi- 
cal events occur. The Liberal Demo- 
cratic party is not as strong or impreg- 
nable as when this contribution by Cer- 
ald L. Curtis was written, but it will be 
some while before an alternative policy 
emergcs among a broader opposition- 
which, by the way, has also become a 
bit more conservative with the years. 
Thus, what remains is to explain the 
problems (more attractively described 
as "challenges") and see how they can 
be overcome in the interest of both 
partners and of Asia in general. This is 
done prudently and sympathetically in 
three sections by David Macbchron, I. 
M. Destler, and William J. Barnds. If 
any reproach is to be made, it is that, 
while a sympathetic approach may 
sometimes be needed, a bit of frankness 
and outright rudeness might be more 
informative and enlightening. There 
are times when it is best to call a spade a 
spade, and a number of people think 
such a time has come in Japanesc- 
American relations. 

\apm ILS Number One takes a rather 
different approach. It claims to show 
what Japan is like in the hope that 
America will adopt it as a model. In one 
respect it succeeds. If-and this is a big 
if- Japan were as pure and noble as pre- 
sented, it would be the ideal model for 
America, or Europe, or Outer Mongol- 
ia, or anywhere. For the japan we see 
through Vogel's eyes has many virtucs 
and few vices, many perfections and 
few blemishes. 

One question is whether thc United 
States, with a different historical, socio- 
logical, and ideological background, 
cm adapt to Japanese modes. This ques- 
tion has been raised in many review 
articles and is admitted by Vogel h i m  
self. The  other question, which con- 
cerns me more as a student of Japan, is 
whether the picture he presents is a 
faithful reflection of reality. Taking 
one by one what Vogel regards as "la- 
panese successes," the reader who 
knows something a b u t  Japan is seri- 
ously perplexed. Certainly, Japan has 
many accomplishments to its name. 
But that is no rcason to ignore its fail- 
ings and weaknesses. 

The  Japanese state supposedly rests 
on "meritocratic guidance" and "pri- 
vate initiative," which result in  the 
harmonious pursuit of "higher inter- 
ests and fair shares." Any differences of 
opinion or interest are reduced to noth- 
ing by some form of consensusbuild 
ing. But this docs not explain the persis 

' tence of bitter factional disputes within 
individual companies, bureaucracies, 
and political parties, let alone those that 
exist between the various partners in 
decision-making. What about the tur- 
bulence of the recent, and still continu- 
ing, OhiraIFukada contest, as well as 
others since Tanaka's time, that period- 
ically disrupts all govcrnment? How 
can one explain that model bureau- 
crats, who seem to run things from the 
shadows, are able to indulge in  cheap 
tricks, like flling for unworked over  
time or unmade omcial trips, and 
accept jobs, gifts, or periodic wining 
and dining from companies related to 
their ministry? What can be said about 
the infamous "money politics" or the 
Lockheed scandal, the McDonnell 
Douglas scandal, or the KDD scandal? 

The  large company theoretically 
works on the basis of harmony. Perhaps 
it did in  the good old days. But there are 
also small companies in Japan. And 
even big business has run into difficul- 
ties since the oil crisis. There is a grow- 
ing contestation of the company sys- 
tem, a rejection of loyalty by younger 
workers, an unprecedented level of un- 
employment, a policy by which the 
older, more loyal employees are the 
first to be sacrificed, an unending string 
of bankruptcies, and now balance of 
trade and payments deficits. 

Japan's educational system provides 
for quality, to judge by a comparative 
test held in several countries back in 
1970. But anyone who knows the uni- 
versity graduates will admit that they 
do not perform as well as the high 
school children who took the 1970 test. 
And the high school students may have 
reached their exceptional heights un- 
der the pressure of an "examination 
hell" that ruins many a young life. 

'Crime control is apparently excellent, 
when compared to other countries, ac- 
cording to a policy survey of 1973. 

Japan's welfare system, described'as 
"security without entitlement," strikes 
many observers as a bit rudimentary, 
considering that the average severance 
pay after a lifetime's employment is 
only two years' wages and that then one 
often has to wait another five years to 
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THE United States emerged at the end of World War I1 brimming with self-confidence and with the respect 
and admiration of the peoples of the world. Today, 35 years later, we and the alliance we have led are in trouble. 
What has gone wrong? 

THE idea that has dominated our definition of ourselves as a people has been the leadership of the “free 
world” against Russian aggression. Unfortunately our strategies for implementing this idea usually culminate in 
disaster. This happens with regularity because the idea that is at the heart of our post war conception of the world 
came from a segment of our society that has always lacked faith in American values and institutions, and as a result 
we have substituted, at the center of our culture, a fear of Russia for a faith in the United States. 

. OUR State Department’s Russian experts were apprehensive about the power of Russian communism in. 
America almost from the time of the Russian revolution. Roosevelt, who had a better understanding of America, 
laughed at the idea, and on his inauguration, with the banking system in a state of collapse, he told the nation that 
there was nothing to fear but fear itself. He was right. The Depression temained but the fear dissolved. At his death 
he left America a legacy of faith and confidence in itself and in a better world, that has’taken almost 35 years of 
quivering foolishness to undo. 

FDR’s tenure had made the fear of domestic communism forever ludicrous to his succesors, but these leaders 
remained peculiarly vulnerable to the fear of foreign communism. Made suddenly leaderless by FDR’s death, these 
men struggled to understand Russia’s behavior in Eastern Europe. Although excluded from power by FDR. the State 
Department’s Russian experts were suddenly thrust back into the center of American policy making and they offered 
their own fright of communist Russia to a bewildered country as a profound explanation. The Russian govemment’s 
barbarity in Eastem Europe seemed to be incontestable evidence that Stalin wanted to live in Cleveland. 

SINCE then we have allowed the Russians to define what we are. Instead of self-confidently welcoming 
change and self-expression among the peoples of the world the United States became afraid and fearfully interpreted 
everything in relationship to the terrible Russian threat. It was a challenge that the United States lost the moment it 
was accepted because it is at heart an idea which lacks faith in America. We became concerned that we had to meet 
the Russians on their own terms and we have lost our way. We have become a country without a center and ‘he only 
thing each successive American folly in international affairs accomplishes is the progressive enervation of this 
country and the West. 
. THE UNITED. STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION: The Decision To Recognize is a quick paced and 
fascinating account of how different ways of thinking about Russia within our culture encountered each other inside 
the government and the results that obtained. Drawing from many previously unexamined sources, this book is the 
first comprehensive history of an event that was not only a turning point in the relationship between the two countries, 
but one that holds within it an explanation for why the fear of the Soviet Union has come to dominate our national 
purposes. If you want to understand the context in which today’s American foreign policy disasters are created you 
must read: The 
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kncfi t  from social sccurity. In addi- 
tion, japan's expcnditurcs on wclfarc 
only aniount to a b u t  12 per cent of 
national income, as opposed to 15 per 
ccnt in Britain and the Unitcd Statcs, 
20 pcr ccnt in Germany, France, and 
Italy, and .30 pcr ccnt in Swcdcn. It is 
hard to scc how japan cm do k t t c r  
than otlicrs with niuch less money. 

This takes LIS back to what Vogcl 
rcg;rrds ;is japan's foremost triumph- 
inforiiiiition. True, h e r e  is ii lot of 
information srorcd in Japan's trading 
companies, rcscarch institutcs, and gov- 
ernment. R u t  ~cccss  is rcstrictcd largcly 
to insiders. Moreovcr, access is limited 
to thosc who scck knowlcdgc. Thus, 
onc firial qucstion niiist be why, in his 
cffort to prove that lapan is No. I ,  
Vogcl uses old data insread of ncw'and 
why hc neglects information that is so 
gciicrously provided by  every newspa- 
per every t ~ t y .  ImI -. 

CONTRIBUTORS 
A. Iamm McAdaIfis is a Lecturer in 
Comparative Communism at the Uni- 
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Briefly Notcd 
DIXIE'S FORGOTTEN PEOPLE: 
THE SOUTH'S POOR WHITES 
by J. Wayne Flynt 
(Indiana Univcrsity I'ress; xviii + 206 
PP.; S12.95) 

1)oor Southcrn whites can Iw lalxlcd irs 

trash or rcdnccks, portrirycd ;IS hillhilly 
cqiiivalcnts of Amos and Andy, contin- 
lie to Iw ccononiically opprcsscd as long 
as any othcr minority group in thc 
Unitcd States, arid never attriict thc 
attention and sympathy of people who 
are usually identified with champion- 
ing human rights. In 1947, Profcssor 
Edgar T. Thornpsori of Dukc Univcrsi- 
ty could writc that the problems of poor 
whites arose froni "improvidence, mor- 
al  tlegcncr;icy, lack of ambition, and 

indifference to profitable labor." He 
went on to comparc them with blacks: 
"the general conclusion is, in  my opin. 
ion, inescapable; the p o r  whites some- 
where along the line suffered a failure 
of nerve and lost purpose: Negroes, on 
the contrary, came without purpase but 
are gaining it." Academically, he was 
in a safc crowd. Among others, Arnold 
Toynbee said the sime class of whites 
were sad examples of a "people who 
have acquired civilization and then lost 
it." 

Professor Flynt works to overcomc 
such conclusions and operates out of a 
humane bias: Thc poor whites have a 
culture that is worth saving though baf- 
fling to h t h  their economic oppressors 
and their would-be rescuers. He main- 
wins this in thc facc of liberals, who 
find too many fundamentalists and rac- 

'ists among this group of the poor, and 
against their co-rcgionalists, who find 
them tiicky, given to drink and dancing 
or, worse, to rolling and speaking in 
tongues. 

In such a short book the outlinc is 
tightly controlled by the fact that the 
whitc poor have been discovercd and 
forgotten scveral timcs over by several 
political movements. There were nine- 
tccnth-century Republicans and other 
radicals among the Populists, the Pew 
ple's Anti-Bourbon party, and the Jef- 
fersonian Democrats. Then cmne the 
New Deal, thc Great Society, and reve- 
nue sharing. A balanced budget may 
strangle this last bit of fcderal attcn- 
tion, but something may still be done to 
reward the people who put the Geor- 
gian in thc White House. 

The history of these people is un- 
doubtedly that of the economically ex- 
ploited: Digging in a mine is only 
slightly better than plowing cotton 
fields; textile mills are no salvation, but 
only the lesser of two evils. Yet the h i s  
tory reveals that stereotyping the vic- 
tims must give way to a picture com- 
plex enough to accommodate interra- 
cial unions, Bible-carrying socialists, 
Conimunists, and snakc-handling rcli- 
gions. "We Shall Overcome" began as a 
song among white CIO organizers. 
Flynt's careful distinctions among low- 
muntry, Piedmont, and mountain poor 
whites as well as between rural and 
town poverty help complete the c o m  
plicated picture. That he can quickly 
and succinctly explain the different 
kinds of tenant farmers makes this 
reviewer feel that Flynt is giving his 
subject its due. 



There are limitations to the book. 
Flynt omits Wi I Campbell's ministry 

Farm in Georgia, and the Catholic 
Committee of the South, among others. 
The annotated bibliography is excel- 
lent, though, and would lead the scri- 
om reader to more extensive works. 
Flynt's book is not seriously harmed by 
k i n g  short and popular. He has not 
only written a book ahout a forgotten 
people, he has done them a scrvicc. 

- Holbert Weidner 

a t  Ole Miss, Cla I ence lordan's Koinonia 

THE WARSAW DIARY OF ADAM 

edited by Raul Hilberg, Stenislaw 

(Translatcd by Stanislaw Staron and the 
staff of Yad Vashem. Stein and Day; 41 1 

CZERNIAKOW 

Staron, and Joseph Kermisz 

pp.; S16.95) 

Adam Czerniakow killed himself on 
iuly 23, 1942, by swallowing a potassi- 
uni cyanidc tablet he kept on his per- 
son for that purpose. When he died, he 
was chairman of the Jcwish Communi- 
ty  in the Warsaw Ghctto and thc chief 
liaison hetween the Jews and thc Gcr- 
mans. Hc t w k  his life when he realized 
that all the promises of the Germans 
were lies and that on the afternoon of 
that day they were planning to bcgin 
the dcportation of all the Jcws in War- 
saw, including childrcn, to the East. 
Czerniakow refused to assist the Ger- 
mans by signing the dcportation order 
on hehalf of the Jews. In a note left on 
his desk h; wrote: "I am powerless, my 
heart trembles in sorrow and compas- 
sion. I can no longer bcar all this. My 
act will show everyone the right thing 
to do." From September 6, 1939, until 
his death in the summer of 1942, Czer- 
niakow kept a diary, really n o t e h k s  
on his daily affairs as chairman of the 
Jewish community, and in this volume 
it is translated into English and for thc 
first time. These notebooks are not a 
collcction of personal reminiscences, 
nor a reflcctive analysis of the events of 
the time. They are literally notes, jot- 
ted down in the course of the day, 
recording names, places, mcetings, 
prices for goods, the weather, the com- 
ings and goings within thc Ghetto. 
This is the record of a man who, sur- 
rounded by death, bravely set a b u t  the 
task of easing the suffering of those 
who would die. It is a terrifying and 
moving account. 

-Robert L. Wilken 

IMAGINING AMERICA 
by Peter Conrad 
(Oxford; 319 pp.; $12.95) 

Conrad is a witty and immenscly 
learned Fellow of Christ Church, Ox- 
ford, who here amply demonstrates his 
thesis that "in America's vast cmpti- 
ness there are truths to sustain any fic- 
tion." He rambles through the imagin- 
ings of English writers who wrote 
a b u t ,  somctimcs lived in, and in a few 
cases became citizens of, Amcriw. His 
subjects include the Trollopes (Antho 
ny and his mother), Dickens, Wilde, 
Rupert Brooke, Kipling, D.H. L w -  
rence, and, perhaps most entertaining- 
Iy, Auden, Huxley, and Isherwood. 
These observcrs variously declared 
America to he a barbarian wilderiicss, 
the dawn of a new civility, the techno- 
cratic future, the sure proof of the 
decline of the West, and a psychoerotic 
playland. Conrad's point is that they 
were all nearly right according CO the 
cultural and physical landsape they 
sclected as the "true" America. His jux- 
taposing of Isherwood's California and 
Auden's Ncw York is rcquired reading 
for everyone who has pondered the 
conflicting worlds of the two coasts. It 
is a kind of literary Annie Hall. Con- 
rad's essential argtimcnt may strike 
some readcrs as slight, but his range 
and style restore confidcnce in literary 
criticism as a possible source of fun and 
instruction. 

THE CANADIANS 
by George Woodcock 
(Harvard University Press; 301 pp.; 
S20.flfl) 

Part pictiire h k ,  part rambling histo- 
ry, throughout an unsettled rcflcction 
on whilt i t  ineans to be Canadian, this 
handsomc volume will be wclconied hy 
those Americans, deplorably few, who 
have il sustainrd intercst in our ricigh- 
Iwr to the north. Woodcock undbr- 
scores thc diversity of Canada and con- 
cludes that it is not so much a nation as 
an idea o r  a political and cultural con- 
tinuum priniarily identificd by i ts not 
Ixing thc Unitcd States of America. He 
notes that the idea of Canadian identity 
has l r c n  greatly strengthened by Cana- 
da's relatively open immigration poli- 
cy. These newcomers, suggests Wood- 
cock, are comparatively unburdened by 
the psycliological puzzlcs of not king 
American. 

% wonderful 
vehicle for 

contemplation 
and enjoyment" 

... Publisher's Mekly 

"This new splendid encyclopedia 
catalogues the myths of the 
world wilh separate sections on 
Asia, the Middle East, the West, 
Africa, the Americas, and the 
Pacific." 
Wbddview reviewer Robert Myers 
goes on to 'say: "the quality of 
production is exceptionally high, 
including clear, wide margins, 
and handsome artwork. Unlike 
most encyclopedias, MYTHOL- 
OGY can be read straight 
through..:' 
MvTHOLOGv; An Illustrated 
Encyclopedia. Edited by Richard 
Cavendish. $35. Available at all 
fine bookstores or write: 

Riuoli, 712 Fifth Ave., 
New' York, N.Y. 10019 
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