
native interpretation of the recent Cu- 
ban exodus. 

Almost without exception Cubans 
who spoke to us bcgan with the recog 
nition that Cuba is a poor, still develop 
ing country, with few natural re- 
sources. Given this fact and the con- 
tinuing U.S. embargo, further improve- 
ments seem to require dependable Sovi- 
et aid, good management of the econo- 
my, willingness of the people to sacri- 
fice for the future, and favorable agri- 
cultural conditions. 

Behind the current "economic depri- 
vation" are several factors. Two hurri- 
canes in fall, 1979, cauxd extensive 
damage, but Cuba was not the benefi- 
ciary of disaster relief, though Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic were. 
Cuba depends heavily on tobacco and 
sugar exports; 1980 is the second succes' 
sive year in which blights affected both 
crops. Swine fever requiring the slaugh- 
ter of pigs and an oil spill that polluted 
shellfish beds reduced the meat and 
fish diet of the Cubans themselves. 
These exacerbated the embargo, which 
has its major impact in shortages of 
medicines, machines, autos, and trucks 
(including parts for maintenance). 

But there is another factor-more 
political, but with economic effects- 
that influenced the attitude of Cubans 
toward continued sacrifice. In Novem- 
ber, 1978, President Castro wclcomcd to 
Havana a group of Cuban exiles living 
in the US., and there soon followed the 
releasc of political prisoners and the 
opening of Cuba to visits by exiles. "La 
comwidad," as the exiles in the States 
are called, responded, with well over 
100,OOO returning to see relativcs and 
friends. With them came gifts and 
probably exaggerated stories of a con- 
sumer paradise in the U.S. 

NO single motivation a n  explain 
such behavior as the exodus, but 1 am 
convinced that many of the over 
100,OOO Cubans who have left since 
1979 have fled austerity as much as dic- 
tatorship, responding to consumerist 
appeals. Ms. Philipson offers a different 
explanation: "the government's over- 
whelming control" over people's lives. 
Let me simply report a few contrasting 
impressions. 

We did not experience the present 
Committees for the Defense of the Rev- 
olution (CDRs) as the "apparatus of ter- 
ror" she indicates. One CDR function 
seems to be the monitoring of preven- 
tive medicine for polyclinics. CDRs 
also organize night watches in each 

Correspo ndence 

RE FUENTES 

To the Editors: Carlos Fucntcs's com- 
ment in the Septenibr issue-"A Ccr- 
man professor friend once said to me, 
'We Germans make good soap bccausc 
Kant wrote The Critique of Pure Rea- 
son' 11- is' either the world's subtlest 
irony or the world's lxst example of 
outrageous insensitivity. Whatever the 
case, I am shocked that you would let it 
pass. 

Rabbi Joseph Polak 
B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundntion 

at Barton University 

ART AND POLITICS 

To the Editors: I bcgan rcading World- 
view last year and have never been dis- 
appointed, but as a student of literature 
I found the September issue parricular- 
ly exciting. 

It seems to illustrate in a concise and 
concrete way Jean-Paul Sartrc's idea of 
writing with a politicalhnoral purpose, 
the reconciliation of creativity with 
function in art; that is, using art as a 
tool for changing society. Spccifically, I 
found "Carlos Fuentes on Politics, Lan- 
guage, and Literature," Barry B. Le- 
vine's "Excursus 2," and Chiu Fci's 
"Musician's Diary" enlightening: (As 
usual, your insightful hook reviews 
inspired me.) 
Too often and, sadly, for good reason, 

so-called "political litcraturc" and art 
seem callous, dogmatic, and, in short, 
uncreative, which turns many potcn- 
tial readers away. Your September issue 
has shown that this generalization need 
not, indeed is not, true. 

Kathy Fox 
Seattle, Wash. 

. 
CUBAN EXODUS 

To the Editors: I read Lorrin Philipson's 
" 'The Smile of Lenin': Inside Cuba's 
Revolution" (Worldview, July) shortly 
after my return from a twowcek trip to 
Cuba in June. Our hosts were friends of 
members of my group, so we could talk 
freely; and enough of us understood 
Spanish that we could engage in private 
conversation. This experience does not 
render me an expert or an uncritical 
apologist, but I do wish tooffer an alter- 
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block to guard against sabotage. One 
'CDR &cretary we met was a kindly 
lady who kept the key to the "house 
church" next door, cleaned it weekly, 
and provided fresh flowers for a service 
she does not attend. 

Philipson secs residential schools as a 
calculated device to wean children 
from parents. We learned that Cuba has 
realized that elementary school chil- 
dren should not be sent away to school 
and has changed the policy. We saw 
family groups whcrcver we went. We 
also saw groups of children from both 
elementary and secondary schools 
working in nearby fields twice a week 
as an element in their education. 

The  issue of Cuba as a Russian satel- 
lite is complex. We saw Soviet planes, 
ships, advisors. We discussed openly 

. Cuba's relationship to the USSR and to 
Africa. Cubans admit dependence on 
the USSR but insist on their relativc 
autonomy and that they arc in Africa to 
aid countrics that now stand where 
they were two decides ago. An article 
in Lntinomerica Press (Lima, Peru, April 
17, 1980) suggests an internal struggle 
between a more prosoviet faction led 
by Raul Castro and a group "that 
intends to radically redefine relations 
with the USSR in order to acquire 
greater frecdom of action" led by Fidel. 
I know nothing of this first hand, but it 
confirms my iniprcssion that Philip- 
son's interpretation is too monolithic. 

My central conccrn is not finally 
with the inaccuracies or misinterprcta- 
tions of the article but with the way 
such reports muddy our already prob- 
lematic relationships with Cuba and 
Cubans at home. Exiles who engage in 
dialoguc with Castro or become critical 
supporters of a changc in relations with 
Cuba arc in danger of terrorist attack by 
such groups as Omega 7. Also, our gov- 
ernment seems to wink at the training 
of armed anti-Castro guerrillas in the 
Florida Everglades for their planned 
invasion of Cuba, with the explanation 
that the guerrillas are on private prop- 
erty! (See "The Cuban Connection," by 
Malcolm Balfour and Len Stone, Boston 
Globe, July 13, 1980.) 

Our government's policy should be 
to deal seriously with terrorism of any 
kind. We should capitalize on the open- 
ing of 1978 to move toward more nor- 
mal diplomatic relations with Cuba, as 
proposed in  H.R. 4535 by Keprcscnta- 
tive Weiss of New York. This means 
ending the embargo on political as well 
as' humanitxfian grounds. Incidentally, 

(Continued on page 31) 
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thc motor force for tlic culturc of the 
future; cconomics is the morc probable 
candidate. "lronicdly, thc m;iligned 
multi-national corporation may prove 
to be a more cffectivc vchicle for 
achieving a stable world order than 
either ecumeniwl activitics among the 
traditional religious comniunitics or a 
vital United Nations." The whole book 
is disjointed and cxtremcly tcntativc in 
tone, but for those intcrcsted in thc civ- 
il religion debate, it is deserving of 
attention. - R]N 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Sacvan Bercovitch is an authority on 
Puritan literature. His most recent 
book i9 The American Jcremiad. 
Mark Caldwell teaches EnglLsh a t  
Fordham University, New York. 
Howard Goldblatt is Associate Pro 
fessor of Chinese a t  San Francisco 
Store University. 

~oim Osullivan is Asmiate  Profes 
sor of History a t  Florida Atlantic 
University, Boca Raton. 

Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., is 
Freaident of the University of Notre 
Dame. 

Correspondence (from p. 4) 
I find thc embargo a morc convincing 
cxplanation of the absencc of U.S. 
hooks than, as Ms. Philipson presumes, 
a policy of "censorship." When we 
move this far, we should consider 
whethcr Cuantanamo base is rcally 
intcgral to a Good Ncighbor policy. 

Paul Dcats 
Walter G. Muelder Professor 

of Social Ethics 
School of Theology 
Bmon University 

Lorrin Philipson Responds: 
The following is from a Cuban woman 
in hcr forties, a mother of two from Las 
Villas, who cscipcd with a group of scv- 
enteen others during a storm in Octo 
ber, 1979. The mcn with her had bcen 
active in the Rcvolution but, like thc 
hundreds of others 1 have interviewed 
in the past fivc years, thcy fecl bctraycd 
by Castro's regime: 

"Food and abscnce of fcar- the pco 
plc thirst for thesc freedoms .... Wc went 
to bed at eleven and by six in the morn- 
ing wc were rcady for thc same struggle 
that goes on day after day-standing in 
line, constantly running here and there 
to see if you can find a farmer to sell 
you enough food even at exhorbitant 
prices .... Everyonc was waiting for this 

year, the twcnticth anniversary of the 
Rcvolution. We wcrc rcady to see 
changcs. What we got wcrc promises 
and speeches that this country here and 
that onc over there nceded our food and 
help. Meanwhile the Cuban got left out 
again. 

"The tcrror we live in is invisible to 
outsiders. When la comunidad came, 
the CDRs were given cireful instruc- 
tions on handling the tourists. Thcy 
werc to show the visitors what docs not 
exist- thc tranquillity we live in, the 
scnsc of freedom wc have, and how 
wcll we cat. To fcel tcrror we did not 
need to see a man with a machine gun 
on the corner., All we nceded to see 
werc the heads of the CDRs and the 
cbivatm [informcrs] drcsscd as civilians 
on cvcry block watching you. That is 
the real fcar. In the evenings thcy are 
prcscnt claiming that thcy are thcrc to 
protcct the pcoplc, to maintain order, 
but that is the furthcst thing from the 
truth. Thcy arc spying. Spying IO x e  if  
you bring food into the house bccausc, 
you see, it is a crime to eat in Cuba! If 
someone informs on you for any rea-' 
son, automatically their patrols arrive. 
If you explain that the accusation is 
false, they bring the person who 
squealed on you and you are lost. Who 
is going to believe you?" 
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