
ysis of structural inadequacies in psy- 
choanalytic theory that render it large- 
ly useless for historical research. Stan- 
nard's case against psychohistory- the 
format of his work bears a strong resem- 
blance to a legal brief-draws upon a 
wide range of scholarship that he focus- 
es effectively in a devastating critique. 

Stannard's persuasive undermining 
of psychohistory does not represent a 
general rejection of psychological inter- 
pretation by historians. The best histo 
ry continues to be that which attempts 
to tell us why people acted as well as 
what they did. Stannard is insisting 
that historians have a sense of history, 
that they work from the inside out, "in- 
itiating analysis from within the cul- 
tural confines" of the event under 
study rather than "imposing on that 
world highly structured, abstract, em- 
pirically unverified, present-biased sys- 
tems that are inherently distorting." 

David Stannard's Shrinking History 
presents a full-fledged assault on psy- 
chohistory's claims to scholarly legiti- 
macy. The responses to this tightly 
argued attack are undoubtedly in the 
works, but thox  taking up  psychohisto- 
ry's defense face an unenviable task. 

MORALITY AND FOREIGN POLICY 
By Kenneth W. Thompson 
(Louisiana State University Press; 
xii i+ 197 pp.; $16.95) 

Theodore M. Hesburgh 

Thompson's book is a wise combina- 
tion of foreign policy analysis and ethi- 
cil concern. His inquiry includes c h a p  
ters on a normative approach to foreign 
policy, theory and practice in morality, 
Amerihn and worldwide examples, 
fundamental issues and case studies in 
morality and foreign policy, and, by 
way of conclusion, an examination of 
practical morality and prudence. 

These chapters have not been in- 
spired by the rigor of Girolamo bvona- 
rola. The author i s  an admirer of thc 
political philosophy, the broad human- 
istic views, and the prudence of E d  
mund Burke, Reinhold Niebuhr, and 
Hans 1. Morgenthau. He extols the 
moderation arid wisdom of Sir Arthur 
Nicolson and Sir Harold Nicolson, who 
emphasized that moral and legal rigidi- 
ty ere not useful guides to diplomacy. 

,.After an examination of the monistic 
'and pluralistic approaches, Thompson 
a0 

notes that the multiplicity of moral and 
political.values of more than 150 na- , 
tion-states makes impractical the cru- 
sades for a singlcmoral imperative. Pro  
nouncements of lofty principles that 
are not followed up by corresponding 
political actions are countcrproductive. 
President Wilson's crusade for national 
self-determination and collective secu- 
rity through the League of Nations 
weakened the existing state system and 
failed to bring about a safer intcrnation- 
a1 order. Subsequently, the movement 
for outlawing war did not influence the 
course of international politics leading 
to World War 11. 

In foreign affairs desirable goals must 
bc considered in the light of world 
political realities. T h e  author contends 
that healthy pluralism, rooted in an 
overall moral design, has more in com- 
mon with time-honored moral reason- 
ing than a single-minded monist view- 
point. His scrutiny demonstrates that 
purely ethical considerations coupled 
with disregard of power factors in poli- 
tics may lead to disnstcr, with disillu- 
sionment and cynicism sure to follow. 
But he warns that ultimate moral goals 
must not be ignored because of the dan- 
ger of relativism. He argues that moral 
rcasoning is a practical alternative to 
abstract moralism or cynicism. 

It is clear that in foreign afliiirs the 
security-power dilemma preoccupies 
the policy of states. Some governinelits 
"cover the nakedness of their fears and 
dreams of their cxpansionism by moral 
statcmenp and ideological ration;ilini- 
tion." In such ciscs hypocrisy is the 
tribute vice pays to virtue. Sincc ab- 
stract moralizing is not a rewarding 
exercise in foreign policy, the author 
advocates practical morality that takcs 
into consideration the reality of powcr. 
Inflexible moral principles create irrcc- 
oncilable conflicts that lead to inevita- 
ble clashes. 

This thought-provoking volume is 
an important contribution to man- 
kind's continuing search for a workable 
balance between the desirablc moral 
goals and the actual world conditions 
that are influenced by a multiplicity of 
interests and manifold interpretations 
of values. Thompson's great merit is 
that he puts emphasis on enduring val- 
ues and traditional moral reasoning- a 
position that rests on respected Western 
thought going back to Augustine and 
Aquinas. This is an indispensal>le I m k  
for all serious students interested in the 
role of moral forces in foreign policy. 

Briefly Noted 

WITH CLUMSY GRACE 
THE AMERICAN CATHOLIC LEFT 

by Charles A. Meconis 
(Seabury; 204 pp.; $9.95) 

The title is Daniel Berrigan's phrase to 
describe his own activities against the 
Vietnam war and those of about two 
hundred, mainly Catholic, activists. 
The book is chiefly a chronology of 
numerous blood spillings at  draft 
boards and other actions by the Harris 
burg 7, Camden 28, Boston 8, Silver 
Spriiigs 3, D.C. 9, Minnesota 8, etc., etc. 
Meconis also interviews many of his 
associates in the movement who nostal- 
gically recall the "highs" of revolution- 
ary protea and never once indicate that 
then or now they ever allowed a doubt 
about the. rightness of their cause. Not 
that Meconis was looking for doubts. 
The  chief regret of Meconis and those 
he interviewed is they were not the 
precursors of the revolution in church 
and world that they had hoped to be. 
He provides an unimaginative account 
dressed up with some pretentious 
charts and sociological jargon. No doubt 
there was grace in the movement, but 
in this description it is the clumsi- 
ness- moral, psychologicnl, and logisti- 
cal- that comes through. - RIN 

1981-1975 

PUBLIC RELIGION IN AMERICAN 

by John F. Wilson 
(Temple University Press; 197 pp.; 
S12.50) 

CULTURE 

Thc author is professor of religion at 
Princeton and here takes up  a debate 
that has bothered a good many people 
over tlic last decide. The debate is over 
whcthcr there is or is not a "civil reli- 
gion'' in American life that more or less 
holds the society together in moral 
coherence. Rather than "civil religion" 
(Robert Bcllah) or "public piety" 
(Richard John Neuhaus), Wilson pre- 
fcrg the term "public religion" for rea  
sons that arc not entirely clear. After 
tracing the religious language of presi- 
dents and political rituals in  American 
history, he suggests that the interest in  
public religion today has more to do 
with nostalgia than with revitalization. 
In an epilogue Wilson leaves undevel- 
oped an intriguing assertion that nei- 
ther politics nor religion is likely to be 
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thc motor force for tlic culturc of the 
future; cconomics is the morc probable 
candidate. "lronicdly, thc m;iligned 
multi-national corporation may prove 
to be a more cffectivc vchicle for 
achieving a stable world order than 
either ecumeniwl activitics among the 
traditional religious comniunitics or a 
vital United Nations." The whole book 
is disjointed and cxtremcly tcntativc in 
tone, but for those intcrcsted in thc civ- 
il religion debate, it is deserving of 
attention. - R]N 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Sacvan Bercovitch is an authority on 
Puritan literature. His most recent 
book i9 The American Jcremiad. 
Mark Caldwell teaches EnglLsh a t  
Fordham University, New York. 
Howard Goldblatt is Associate Pro 
fessor of Chinese a t  San Francisco 
Store University. 

~oim Osullivan is Asmiate  Profes 
sor of History a t  Florida Atlantic 
University, Boca Raton. 

Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., is 
Freaident of the University of Notre 
Dame. 

Correspondence (from p. 4) 
I find thc embargo a morc convincing 
cxplanation of the absencc of U.S. 
hooks than, as Ms. Philipson presumes, 
a policy of "censorship." When we 
move this far, we should consider 
whethcr Cuantanamo base is rcally 
intcgral to a Good Ncighbor policy. 

Paul Dcats 
Walter G. Muelder Professor 

of Social Ethics 
School of Theology 
Bmon University 

Lorrin Philipson Responds: 
The following is from a Cuban woman 
in hcr forties, a mother of two from Las 
Villas, who cscipcd with a group of scv- 
enteen others during a storm in Octo 
ber, 1979. The mcn with her had bcen 
active in the Rcvolution but, like thc 
hundreds of others 1 have interviewed 
in the past fivc years, thcy fecl bctraycd 
by Castro's regime: 

"Food and abscnce of fcar- the pco 
plc thirst for thesc freedoms .... Wc went 
to bed at eleven and by six in the morn- 
ing wc were rcady for thc same struggle 
that goes on day after day-standing in 
line, constantly running here and there 
to see if you can find a farmer to sell 
you enough food even at exhorbitant 
prices .... Everyonc was waiting for this 

year, the twcnticth anniversary of the 
Rcvolution. We wcrc rcady to see 
changcs. What we got wcrc promises 
and speeches that this country here and 
that onc over there nceded our food and 
help. Meanwhile the Cuban got left out 
again. 

"The tcrror we live in is invisible to 
outsiders. When la comunidad came, 
the CDRs were given cireful instruc- 
tions on handling the tourists. Thcy 
werc to show the visitors what docs not 
exist- thc tranquillity we live in, the 
scnsc of freedom wc have, and how 
wcll we cat. To fcel tcrror we did not 
need to see a man with a machine gun 
on the corner., All we nceded to see 
werc the heads of the CDRs and the 
cbivatm [informcrs] drcsscd as civilians 
on cvcry block watching you. That is 
the real fcar. In the evenings thcy are 
prcscnt claiming that thcy are thcrc to 
protcct the pcoplc, to maintain order, 
but that is the furthcst thing from the 
truth. Thcy arc spying. Spying IO x e  if  
you bring food into the house bccausc, 
you see, it is a crime to eat in Cuba! If 
someone informs on you for any rea-' 
son, automatically their patrols arrive. 
If you explain that the accusation is 
false, they bring the person who 
squealed on you and you are lost. Who 
is going to believe you?" 
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