
thorough :isscssnicnt of.this controvcr- 
si31 dcbate. 

Tlic storm of controvcrsy surround- 
ing Arendt brokc ovcr the puhlication 
of Eichmnnn in / e m l e m .  I-lcr conclu- 
sion tha t  Eicliniann was iiiiaw:irc of his 
ow11 wickedness, w a s  just a norrii;il 

hurc;iiicrat following rules out of 
"slicer tlioi~ghtlcssncss" and W;IS "rici- 
thcr perverted nor sadistic," struck 
many critics as unfeeling ,and abstract. 
Other of hcr facts and intcrprct:itions 
wore qucstioncd, arid Whiificld i r i  cach 
C ; I S ~  presents fairly b t h  sides of the 
argument. Hc'sharcs in the criticism of 
Arcndr's c h q c s  t1i;it the Jews coopcr. 
;itctl in their own destruction and tha t  
the Icrusalcni court that tried Eich- 
ni;iiin did so i i i  ;i too n;irrowly jcwisli 
'context. Ih i t  tic dcfcrids licr chilling 
portrait of Eiclimann :is ;i new kind of 
indifferent killer, one-who could not 
disolxy the order to s1;iughtcr pcoplc 
for wlioni he felt no great ;miinus. 
"More so t1i;in ;iny other ohscrvcr of the 
triiil," lie writes, "Arcndt sought to 
stretch tlic mor;il im:igin:ition, so tl1;it ;I 

new kind of d:ingcr to 1ium;inity might 
bc recognized." 

Into the Dark continiics tliat aniplifi- 
cation h y  slicddirig light on the impor- 
tmit arid controvcrsi;il tliouglit of :in 

origind thinker. I t  raises profound 
questions 1li:ii i t  docs not adcqu;itcly 
mswcr, pcrh;ips Ixc;iusc those mswcrs 
I ic I)cyontt i 11 tcl Icctu;iI i magi ni ng. l Wail 

QUEST REFLECTIONS ON MEDI- 
CINE, SCIENCE AND HUMANITY 

Escande 
by Rene Dubos and Jean-Paul 

(Harcourt Rracc lovanovicli; I28 pp.; 
S9.9.5) 

Kevin Monissey 

Thih Imook evolved froni ;I series of 
interviews i n  '1978 hctwccn the notcd 
niicrobiologi~t I<crif Dulms and the 
French physician lean-Paul Esc;indc. 
The authors' stared purpose in suhsc. 
qucnily editing and puhlishing thcm- 
first in French under the title Chercher, 
and now in English-is to promote the 
v d u c  of a hro:id, scicntifically in- 
formed, and humanistic iippro;icIi to 
contemporary world problems. Tlic 
I m k  easily achicvcs this goal. For tliosc 
who haven't rcnd his other Imks,  i t  is a 
marvelous introduction to thc phcnoni- 
cnon of Rcnb Dulms. 
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Q u a t  has fivc tlivisions, each with a 
prcfacc by Dr. Escandc. Escaiidc is skill- 
ful and modest in initiating tlic discus- 
sions, asking questions, and providing a 
variant pcrspcctivc. He achicvcs the 
effect of skctching in the ourlinc of 
Duhos's person ;ind work, while allow. 
ing the color and vividness of Duhos's 
responses to Itcsli out the f i r11  tones of 
his inrcllcct m d  character. 

The first division is ;I brief autobio- 
graphical sketch from Dubos's high 
scliool ycxs ;I[ the Colli.gc Chaptal in 
Paris up to his niatiirc yciirs at the 
liockcfcllcr Institute i n  New York. A 
pattern cnicrgcs of lifc.long openness 
a i d  willingncss to at1;ipt to cti:incc and 
ncccssity - wlicrlicr sudden good for. 
time, iis in Sc11n;in W;iksni;iri's olTcr 
aboard an ocean liner ciiroiitc to the 
I1.S. to h;ivc Diilms study niicrohiology 
with him ;it Iiotgcrs University (Waks- 
man 1:ircr won a Nobcl prize), or triigc- 
dy ,  ;is in the tlcath from TR of Dubos's 
first wifc, from which cnicrgctl his 
stunning rcsc;irch on r~ilicrculosis arid 
adapr;ition tu  infectious disease. 

T'hc second division, "Scientists," 
ranges ovcr the history and pliilosophy 
of science ;is well :IS tlic intcrrc1;ition- 
ships of science, nicdicinc, and tcclinol- 
ogy. The authors int1ic;itc the pitfalls 
iirising from thc Anicriciiti piihlic's- 
and thiis govcrniiiciit's and priwtc in- 
dustry's- vicw of the utilitarian role of 
science in society, as opposed to ;I 1)road- 
er vicw of i t  ;is tlic cxcrcisc of a hasic 
1iuni;in nccd to tindcrst:ind our lifc situ- 
ation. The C;irrcsian or logical rcduc- 
tionist mode of scientific invcstigiition 
cxcmplificd b y  j;icqucs iMonod is as- 
scsscd i n  rc1;ition to the intuitive or 
plicnonicnolo~ical ;ippro;ich, ;IS typified 
by Diibos himself. Duhos fccls that, 
despite the niotlcrri pop111;ir prcsonip- 
riori th:it cvcry prohlcni c;m I)c scicntif- 
ia i l ly  dissected :ind solved, soch "mur- 
der to disscct" fails to il1umin:itc tlic 
complcx interrelated phcnomcria of l iv-  
ing org:inisms ;incl socicty. Dcwrtcs's 
own st;itcnicnt tliat "Joy is the most 
i ni por t;i 11 t i h i 11 g for kcc pi ng one's 
hcalrh" is iiscd to support Du1x)s's con- 
vic t ion t h;it eve ii Dcsca r tcs rccogn i zed 
the need for intuitive pcrccprioiis of 
liiinian phenomena. Then in a nmvcl- 
oils comparison of Franz H:ils's portr:iit 
of Dcscartcs ;irid Kcmhrandt's portrait 
of ii physician, Dubos introdiiccs his 
conccpt of the ideal physician: "a m m  
who posscsscs :I vcry specific knowl- 
cdgc hut who knows that this vcry spc- 
cific knowlcdgc will never suffice for 

iindcrstanding thc uniquc problcm 
poscd by thc individual patient. So he 
cnriclics his specific knowlcdgc by at- 
tempting to pcrccivc his patient's total 
personality, his family, and tlic way in 
which he livcs." 

Tlic idcal's and cnlightcncd philoso- 
phy Ixhind thc founding of the Rockc- 
feller Institute closes Division I1  and 
leads into Division 111, "Physicians." 
Thi. authors address thc intangihlc :IS 
pccts of the physician-patient rclation- 
ship and the problcm of defining 
hc:iltIi mid illness. D u b s  has notcd 
that "pcoplc considcr thcmsclvcs to IIC 
i l l  when they can't do what tlicy want 
to do, wlicn they can't Ixconic what 
they want to l~cconic." In this contcxt 
science is Ixttcr sccn as only one of 
m n y  powcrful tools uscd hy thc physi- 
cian i n  approaching a given paticnt. 
The role of the physician rcniains, in 
Dr. Edward Triidcau's maxim, to 
"sornctirncs cure, oftcn help, always 
console"- and, Dr. D u l m  adds, "wlicn- 
cvcr possi blc, prcvcii t . " Mcdici ne's f U- 
tiire task, then, is not o?c of curing oiit- 
right but, riitlicr, of developing to thc 
ni;i x i m um t hc h LI man organ ism's pow- 
ers to rccupcriitc and adapt. 

Duhos bro;idcns the definition of i l l -  
ness to includc itic failure of thc indi- 
viduiil or socicty to In: happy in and 
adapt io c.hanging surroundings. I t  is 
then ;I sliorr stcp to apply liis scientific 
approach to the day-to-day problcms 
:ind longcr-incub;iting illncsscs of inan- 
kind that arc discusscd in Division IV, 
"Humanity." Here thc criix of Diilms's 
scicntific ;ipproach is cvidcnt: I-IC 
avoids the cightccnth 10 twcnrictli-ccn- 
tiiry prcsuniption th;it "scicncc discov- 
ers, industry applics, and nim con- 
forms" and sccks, rathcr, "to adapt 
industrial and tcchnologicnl advances 
io now clcarly idcntifi;iblc and pcrsis 
tcnt human biological nccds." In n 
sweeping vicw of mankind sincc thc 
Stone Age, Dubos dcnMnstratcs vcry 
convincingly that thcsc nccds arc sim- 
ply to enjoy lifc in ii humiinizcd coun- 
rrysiclc. 

Thcrc is :I hraidtli and casy dcvclop- 
niciit of ideas in this volunic. Thc logic 
is scl f w i d e n  t w i t hout sccming tight 1 y 
argucd. Yet ;I[ the conclusion Dr. Du- 
bos can exclaim triumphantly, "Think 
glol~:illy, iict locally," and still fulfill 
the conditions of strict scientific mcth- 
od and broad human fccling. By thc 
timc onc rcachcs the find division, 
"RcnC Diilms, No Holds Barrcd," one 
rcalizcs hc could have started thcre or 



anywhere in this amenable little book. 
A final remark of Dr. Dulms illumi- 

nates his anecdotal style, which so 
effectively engrosses the reader and de- 
velops the. themes: "But 1'11 give you 
the finest example of all. In my opin- 
ion, Christianity took root not so much 
because of its truth but because Christ 
spoke in parables. In fact, he says just 
that in tlic-'book of Matthcw: 'Thcrc- 
fore speak I to t h a n  in parables.' For 
only parables can cxprcss thc full com- 
plexity of things. If you define your 
subject too precisely, you'll stifle its liv- 
ing richness, but if you tell a story, 
then your listeners will sense every. 
thing that the story may contain. I tru- 
l y  bclicvc that this is the way to make 
things grow. In addition, 1 confess it's 
much more entertaining." 

FRIE~DLY FASCISM: 
THE NEW FACE OF CORPORATE 

by Bertram Gross 
(Evans; 410 pp.; $15.00) 

POWER IN AMERICA 

THUNDER ON THE RIGHT: 
THE NEW RIGHT AND THE 

by Alan Crawford 
(Pantheon; xv+381 pp.; S13.95) 

POLITICS OF RESENTMENT 

Newton Kolrz 

Friendly Fascism, a long series of new 
variations on the theme that power 
tends to concentrate in the hands of 
those who already have too much of it, 
is a book you want to likc and take 
seriously. I t  promises quite a lot: to 
blow the lid on the governmcnt-corpo- 
rate collusion that threatens to turn 
this country into a pleaant .police 
state-a scary, all too likely possibility. 
Unfortunately, the book delivers none 
of the punch one wants from it. Unless 
you are that rare individual who be- 
lieves the oil companies' explanations 
of their mega-profits, it's unlikely 
you'll find any new revelations here. 
The  problem with the book, I think, 
stems from the old academic delusion 
that careful presentation, balance, and 
"fairness" are equivalent to hard rea- 
soning and insight. When you want 
probing questions and tough answers, it 
smothers you in balance and over 
whelms you with waves of tedious 
facts, until in the end you arc too numb 
to be frightened ... which is not to say 

that Friendly Fascism is ;I waste of 
either trees or timc. Indced, when our 
new Tom Painc scts oiit .to writc our 
new Common Sense, he'll surely find 
Dr. Cross's book essential background 
reading. 

Thunder on the Hight is a scrics of 
variations on a rather diffcrcnt kind of 
takeovcr thenic: thc story of how the 
well-organized, well-financed, wcll- 
promoted political network that has 
conic to Ix called the New Right took 
control of America's right-wing cstab- 
lishmcnt. It's often a sad book bccaiisc 
Crawford, who thinks of tiiniself as 3 
conscrvative in the tradition of Ed- 
mund Burke, John Adams, arid to an 
extent the Buckleys, is dism;iycd that 
the Right is no longer the dignified, 
exclusive club i t  used to LK.. Somcldy  
Ict in the folks in  leisure suits, white 

,patent leather slipons, 'and lmiffant 
hairdos. Crawford can't seem to acccpt 
the fate of an elitist intellectual in a 
democracy: Given the choice ktwccn 
an ditist who knows full well what the 
people redly need and a tub-thumping, 
antiabortion, anti-ERA, proschool- 
prayer rabble-rouser, the polyester pco 
plc will go for the rabble-rouser every 
time. 

Once you have lxcomc calloused to 
Crawford's sometimes whiny tone, 
however, the hook hccomes quite fun 
to read. It's an insidcr's book that's 
often both hard-hitting and feisty. I r a n  
report with pleasure that Crawford has 

- 
learned wcll from his mentors, the 
Buckleys, how CO skewer his enemies 
without savaging them. (The most vil- 
lainous of his enemies appears to be' 
Richard A. Viguerie, the Mephistophe- 
les of direct mail fund raising for New 
Right causes. There's not a good word 
for Vigueric in the book, I'm delighted 
to say.) More important, I think Craw- 
ford is correct about the danger the 
New Right represents for the Republic. 
For him the threat- from these people- 
thc single-issuc groups, the fundamcn- 
talist churches, the Political Action 
committees, the "Moral Majorities," 
and all the rest-is not to the "political 
process," as so many libcrals seem to bc 
saying. "Why," they write, "do these 
people want to get in olved now? Why 

when after all they never did before?" 
(Lilxral elitists can bc just as whiny as 
their conscrvative counterparts.) The 
danger from the Ncw Right is much 
more fundamental than that, They put 
their own will (often identified with 
some kind of higher law) ahead of the 
Law. Or, to put !his in more concrete 
terms, the ayatoll5hs of the New 
Right-in the name of law and order- 
would likc to make a revolutionary 
change in the American system of gov- 
ernment. They want, simply, to make 
owr the system in their own image, a 
catastrophe that would make living un- 
der a "friendly fascist" regime seem 
downright enjoyable. 
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are they participati f g in the process 


