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United States CBtholic Cdnference 
From testimony by the Reverend 1. Bryan Hehir of the 
USCC Ofice of hernational justice and Pace  before 
the Foreign Operations Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee, February 25, 1982 - ... It  is 
thc position of this tcstimony ... that Soviet or Cuban 
involvcmcnt in thc conflict is inadmissible on political, 
lcgal and moral grounds. The problem with ,present 
U.S. policy, in our view, is not the opposition to Sovict 

. involvcmcnt, but thc priority given this issuc, to the 
dctriment of more fundamental questions, and thc issuc 
of which mcans arc appropriate to resist Soviet or 
Cuban activity .... If .wc simply lift this whole contlict 
out of contcxt and makc it an East-Wcst facc-off, we 
lose sight of thc essence of the problem .... On policy 
grounds alonc, the USCC believes that thc long-term 
intcrest of the Unitcd Statcs in Ccntral America will 
hardly be scrved i f  thc majority of the people thcre 
belicve wc have clioscn to suliordinate their quest for 
justicc to a gcopolitical policy of licmisphcric security 
which is one step rcmovcd from thcir daily lives .... 

... Thc first rccommcndation of this testimony, a 
rcflection of Popc john Paul’s rcccnt statcmcnt in 
Manila, is that thc Unitcd Statcs should not placc itself 
on thc sidc of those who say “sccurity” requircs post- 
ponement of justicc and supprcssion of human rights. 

Our sccond recommcndation is to repcat gerc thc call 
of Bishop Rivcra y Danias for both of thc major powers 
to stop their intervention, particularly thc sale and sup- 
ply of armaments, in iin already violent conflict. This 
mcans that thc USCC wishcs to reaffirm hcre its basic 
policy position against any U.S. military assistance to El 
Salvador. I t  also mcans that we rccognize that thc threat 
to thc intcgrity of El Salvador comes also from othcr 
powcrs taking advantngc of thc plight of El Salvador at 
this niomcnt. Wc havc no doubt of thc nccd to halt thc 
supply of arms from such sources to El Salvador. It is 
our conviction that this would bcst bc accomplished by 
some regionally or internationally agrecdupon stratc- 
gY * 

Our third rccommcndation is to encourage support 
by thc Unitcd Statcs for beginning a process of political 
dialoguc within El Salvador which could at lcast stop 
the killing and prcpare for thc ncgoriations needed to 
rcconcilc and rebuild thc nation. 

Our fourth rccommcndation is an extension of our 
opposition to military assistance .... We arc against all 

.military aid, but especially those instrumcnts of mas 
sive fircpbwcr which arc readily available in the US. 
arsenal and undoubtcdly will bc rcqucsted by the 
Junta .... 

Our fifth rccotnmcndation is to request that U.S. 
cfforts bc dircctcd toward thc humanitarian rclicf and 
reconstmction program which El Salvador so dcspcrate- 
-1y nccds. In the present contcxt of widespread conflict, 
thc good offices of thc International Committcc of thc 
Red Cross should be utilizcd .... 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
From a news release of May 5- The Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, through its Commission on 
Social Action, has called on the Reagan administration 
to end all US.  military aid to El Salvador .... In a resolu- ’ 
tion adopted by the commission on April 18 .... the 
UAHC deplored the acts of violence in El Salvador that 
”violatc any standard of human decency.” This vio- 
lence, the resolution said, was ”the tragic result of 
applying a military solution to an economic, social and 
political crisis.“ 

“A major sourcc of responsibility for violence and 
tcrrorism rests with those forces receiving U.S. military 
aid,” thc resolution said. 

Noting that “indiscriminate mass murder contin- 
ues,” the Reform Jewish group declared, “In our con- 
ccrn for the human rights and human dignity of the 
Salvadoran people, the UAHC urges the US. gover- 
ment to: 

“Encourage a political solution through international 
mcdiation of the conflict. 

”Initiate a thorough and completc investigation into 
thc reccnt murdcrs of American citizcns and demand 
prosecution of those rcsponsible. 

“Providc gencrous support to efforts .of the United 
Nations and privatc charitable organizations to provide 
food and medicine to the refugees. 

“Givc special attcntion to Salvadoran rcfugees in the 
Unitcd Statcs who rcqucst thc right of extended volun- 
tary dcparture. 

“USC increascd cconomic aid in ways which develop 
channels for the feeding of the people of El Salvador 
and for the effectivc rcstructuring of thc Salvadoran 
economy.” 

Church of the Brethren 
From a resolution adopted at  the Church’s annual con 
ference on lune 27 - ... WHEREAS the people of El 
Salvador are suffering unjustly the pain of poverty, 
repression of political freedom, denial of basic human 
rights and violent death at the hands of the armed 
forces and paramilitary organizations, and WHEREAS 
an estimated 250,000 persons have been forced to leave 
their homes and belongings to seck rcfugc in the moun- 
tains or in ncighboring countries, and WHEREAS the 
Christian church in El S$vador, standing with and for 
the poor in faithfulness to thq gospel, has endured 
intense persecution in the past two years, martyrdom of 
priests and pastors, nuns and lay workers, and WHERE 
AS thc currcnt ruling junta in El Salvador docs not 
represent a centrist or moderate position, is collaborat- 
ing with the private armics of the ruling families, and 
is being opposed by a variety of political parties, profes- 
sional groups, labor organizations, and Christian 
groups, and WHEREAS U.S. economic interests have 
contributcd over many years to the problems of 
inequality and poverty in El Salvador, and the current 
administration in the United States has initiated a poli- 
cy of rcliancc on military solutions to international 
problems with increased military aid and the deploy- 
mcnt of U.S. military advisors to further arm, train, and 
support the forces of thc ruling junta in El blvador, and 
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WHEREAS the struggle has developed to a point where 
some El Salvadorans havc appcaled to othcr nations, 
including Cuba and the Soviet Union, for military assis- 
tance, and WHEREAS othcr nations, including our 
ncighlmrs in the Western Hemisphere and NATO 
allies, arc calling for a ban on all foreign military aid to 
El Salwidor and for implementation of constructive 
steps tow;ird a nonviolent, political rcsolution of the 
conflict ... 

THEREF‘ORE we, the Annual Conference of the 
Church of thc Rrcthrcn, ... call on the Officcrs of Annual 
Confcrcncc to: 

send a letter to the Bishop of San Salvador and to the 
Riptist Association of E1 Salvador ... cxprcssing our deep 
sense of community with our sisters and brothers who 
arc caught i n  the present conflict. 

send ;I letter to Prcsidcnt Rcagnn and Secretary of 
State Haig asking our government to- 

1. immcdiatcly halt all military aid, military advis- 
ors, and a11 Foreign Military Sales Credits to El Salvador, 
arid 

2. approach othcr interested parties, especially the 
Soviet Union, Cuba, Guatemala, and Niaragua, to stop 
al l  othcr military intervention and arms shipments to 
;inyonc i n  El Salvador, and 

3. makc scriotis and intense efforts to find and sup- 
port :I mcdiator(s) from a nation(s) not now militarily 
involvcd, to conduct negotiations between the political 
factions in  El  Salvador toward a pcaccful and just resolu- 
tion of this conflict, and 

4. guarmtce th;it the United States government will 
nqt  intcrvcnc directly or covertly to determine the 
future of tlic Salvadoran pcoplc, and 

3. grant temporary refugee status to El Salvadorans 
who 1i;ivc fled rhcir country; and immediately stop the 
illcgal dcportations by tlic INS .... 

National Council of Churches 
From a resolution adopted on May 24-BE IT R E  

I .  T h ~ i t  thc Governing Board of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. calls on thc 
I’rcsidcnt and Congress of the United States to end all 
military aid to the governing junta of El Salvador, 
incl~iding the withdrawal of all United States military 
;Idvisors now in  El Salvador. 

2. That the President of the United States be urged to 
promcitc early negotiations between the contending par- 
tics in  El Salv;idor, in a secure and peaceful manner, 
with full  respect for the views and participation of all 
conccrncd. Included in these efforts should bc the 
cst;iblishnicnt of clear and just conditions to continued 
ccononiic aid. Those conditions should minimally 
incltide the following: 

a. Demonstration by the junta of a substantial good 
f a i t h  commitment to a political solution of the Salvado- 
r;in national crisis; 

h. liealization of President Duarte’s promise to hold 
frcc clcctions in 1982 for the purpose of convcning a 
constitutional assembly; 

c. I’rompt cessation of wanton acts of violence by 
clcmcnts of rhc Salvadoran national security forces and 
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the bringing of criminal charges against those who have 
committed such acts; 

d. De-politicization of the Treasury Police, National 
Police, National Guard and Army and their effective 
suhordination to.civilian authority. 

3. That the National qouncil of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. and its member denominations be urged 
to advocate and support efforts of reconciliation in El 
Salvador, and to contribute to the relief of suffering of 
refugees and other victims of the current upheaval in El 
Salvador, and that also they provide up-to-date and accu- 
rate information about the current situation in El Sal- 
vador to peoplc in the churches in order that the true 
situation of that nation be known and understood. 

The Episcopal Church 
From a Diocesan Press Service news release dated April 
23 .- ... 77 Episcopal Church bishops pressed President 
Raigan to end military support [to El Salvador] and 
loosen strictures on refugees. 

Presiding Bishop John M. Allin and his immediate 
predecessor, John E. Hines, wcrc among the signatories 
to the petition which was created by the Bishop of 
Rochester, the Rt. Rev. Rokr t  R. Spears. The signers 
represented the “liberal,” “conscrvative,” catholic and 
evangelical spectrum of the Church. 

. The call in the Spears petition prallels one made by 
the Executive Council in February. In two unani- 
mously approved resolutions, the Council urged an end 
to arms importatiod and pressed for a more humanitari- 
an refugee policy and for the Organization of American 
Statcs and other groups to intervene to restore and main- 
tain peace and justice in El Salv‘ador. Bishop Allin fol- 
lowed that action with a letter marking the anniversary 
of the assassination of Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Oscar Romero and commending the resolution to the 
Church for appropriate action. 

Spears and a committee of eight other bishops drafted 
the mid-April lcttcr which also spoke of the Romero 
assassination and noted that in the year since: 

” ... 10,000 persons have now died violently and bru- 
tally, many i n  martyrdom for their faith. Still the con- 
flict continues, now heightened by the increasing intro- 
duction of U.S. arms and advisors to El Salvador. 
“We are conscious of the roots of the struggle of the 

people of El Salvador against a tyrannous and wealthy 
few and of their inherent right-so courageously cham- 
pioned by Archbishop Romero and so many in his 
church- to a decent and civilized life. Historically the 
Salvadoran conflict is best described as that of oppressed 
against oppressor. 

”We therefore call upon all outside parties, including 
the Unitcd States, to end immediately all forms of mil- 
itary aid, assistancc or credits to El Salvador .... 

“Finally, we call for immediate and sustained efforts 
by the State Department to scck through the mediation 
of disinterested third parties a negotiated end to this 
terrible conflict so that the long aggrieved masses in El 
Salvador may live in peace and justice.” 
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