
demography, environmcnt, and thc 
shifting forccs determining public poli- 
cy. Thcrc arc sections on' scttlcmcnt 
and suhjugation that dcscrilx thc cvo- 
lution in onc society of pastoral serf- 
dom m i d  i n  another of chattcl slavery. 
A second cliaptcr on slavery comparcs 
Khoikhoi and Afro-Americans and 
Iwasts .I revisionist attack on the color- 
plioliic theory of thc origins of slavcry 
:)lid ;I ncw hypothesis about carly Vir- 
ginia blacks. A rhird, on raw mixrurc 
and rhc color line, strcsscs the spcctriim 
of ;itritudinal and status possibilitics in 
South Africa and the U.S., cxplorcs thc 
coniponents and evolution of thc Cape 
Colored, and provides somc ironics 
ahour carly "I ibia .  A fourth com- 
pares ;irid contrasts Southcrn particular- 
ism with thc Vmrtrekker's flight and 
cx;imincs cach pcoplc's rcactive messi- 
iinism. A highly absorbing and com- 
plex scction follows, bascd on the "split 
l a l a r  niarkct" concept, which surveys 
the impiict of industrialization on 
white supremacist theory and policy. 
Fiiidly, thc author contrasts Jim Crow 
and apartheid and compares Afro- 
Americans to C ~ p c  Colored in tcrms of 
lcgislarcd discrimination. 

Frcdcrickson fccls frcc throughout to 
altcr his focus from nation to rcgion in 
order to strike appositc parallcls and 
disjunctions, Generally his choices of 
focus arc cffccrive, b i t  there arc arcas 
whcrc grc:itcr a r c  might havc been 
takcn to distinguish minor froni niajor 
trends. For cxaniplc, he ovcremphasizcs 
the activities of thc minusculc British 
lilrr;ils 'in Ciipc Colony and unduly 
dcti~ils thc pecrrliar race rclations of 
Capcrown, thc "Ncw Orleans" of South 
Africa. This is fascinating matcrial, but 
at  rhc cxpcnsc of even sharpcr treat- 
inelit of tlic various impacts of Afrikan- 
er and Africaii culturcs where morc 
people ;ire involvcd. I wish more sp;icc 
had lxcn devoted to the acculturation 
rates of urhan African workers and 
"hant~istan" rurals and to how cultural 
chiingc might affcct racial perccptions. 
I wondcr as wcll how thc discriminato- 
ry  policics sincc Nationalist acccssion 
in 1948 havc affected the striicturc and 
cohesion of thc Cape Colorcd commu- 
nity. And while tlic title implics chron- 
icling white vicws and rationalizations, 
somc attention to the articulated re. 
sponscs of nonwhitcs would havc pro. 
vitlcd a strong countcrpoint, placing 
white supremacy in relief. But perhaps 
this is the lamcnt of the fascinated and 
insati;iIilc rcadcr who wishes the au- 
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thor had written a stiidy half again.as 
Iargc. , 

A morc scrious rcscrvation is that the 
book cnds abruptly-there is no sum- 
mation or forccast, and in a monograph 
so broad and innovative the rcndcr 
misses one. Especially since Frcderick- 
son disavows Marxism and instcad de- 
lineates a niiitual rcinforccmcnt of cul- 
tural norms and pragmatic, power-ori- 
cntcd solutions to economic tcnsions, 
the rcadcr would also wish to know 
which forccs the author thinks have 
hccn or will be the niost dctcrminativc 
over timc i n  thc two nations. l-lowcvcr, 
this complaint should in no way detract 
from what is an  admirable, maturc 
work hy a scholar who hns opened ncw 
historiographical frontiers. [WpI 
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jorgc Scmprun is bcst known today as a 
major Europciin novelist ant1 scrccn- 
wriler, author of tlic novel The Long 
Voyage and of tlic scrcenplays for La 
Cuerre Est Fini and Z. For ncarly a 
decade in thc 19.50s and c;irly '(,Os, Sem- 
pr un, i t  ridcr thc Span ish Coin ni u nist 
parry (PCE) name Fcderico Sanchez, 
dircctcd thc I'CE's irndcrgroiind appara- 
tiis in Spain. Hc had bccn a Communist 
militant sincc his youth, fought in 
Francc with tlic Rcsistancc, and, aftcr 
capture by the Gcrmms, endiircd two 
ycars ;it Uuchcnwald. In 196.5 hoth Scm- 
prun and Fcrnando Claudin wcrc cx- 
pcllcd froni the PCE bccausc of diffcr. 
cnccs with thc Party head, Siintiago 
Cnrillo, over Party strategy. 

When tlic book appcarcd in Spain in 
1978, less than a ycir aftcr the Icgaliza- 
tion of tlic PCF, i t  uuscd dismay in the 
Party Icndcrship ranks. Scnipruri's criti- 
cism is summcd up in thc following 
commcnt: "The Communist Party is of 
no usc ... cithcr for taking powcr or insti- 

tuting socialism." While sharply criti- 
cal of thc Party leadership that cxpcllcd 
him, Semprun i s  not a rcncgadc froni 
communism but, rather, a continuing 
advocate of revolutionary changc in 
capitalist socicty. 

Woven into the fascinating narrative 
of life as an underground militant arc 
numerous tclling criticisms of thc 
Spanish Party and i t s  Icndcrs. Probably 
most important is Scmprun's assertion 
that throughout the 'SOS and carly '60s 
the Party rcmnined unmoved hy the 
significant changes that wcre occurring 
in Spanish society and held blindly to 
its own vision of an apocalyptic cnd to 
the Franco rcgimc. The PCE trium- 
phally dcclared cvcry strikc, rcgardlcss 
of its outcomc, a political succcss that 
confirmed thc strategy of tlic PCE. In 
reality thc Francoist statc had trans- 
formed itsclf, industrialized tlic coun- 
try, and brokcn out of its intcrnational 
isolation. Thc ICE, its lcadcrs largcly in 
Eastcrn European cxilc, was unablc to 
brcak away from thc franicwork that 
had lxcn cstablishcd in the Civil War 
and its immediate ;ifrcrniath. I3y 1964 
Scnipcun was arguing that the PCE had 
to discard its futilc tactic of periodic 
gcneral strikcs in favor of a niorc 
rcforni-oricntcd strategy of working 
with all political forces opposcd to Fran- 
co. Expcllcd from thc Party, along with 
Claudin, as a "hare-braincd intcllcctu- 
31," Scmprun cxposcs the ironic fact 
that scveral ycars latcr Santiago Carillo 
was praised for adopting the very poli- 
cies for which tic, Scmprun, had bccn 
cxpcllcd. 

Scmprun also offers a close look at 
the cffccts of Stalinism 011 the West 
European party that may havc worked 
hardcr than any othcr in the '70s to 
shcd its Stalinist background. From the 
evidence it is difficult to bclicvc that 
dcStalinization can tic succcssful :IS 
long as thc ciirrcnt lcadcrship lives. 
Thc author cstablishcs this point by 
cxposing his own Stalinist p;ist. In de- 
scribing thc personality cult that siw 
roundcd Dolorcs Ibarruri, heroine of 
thc Civil War, he offers portions of his 
poetic trihutc to "La Pasionaria" as cvi- 
dcncc that hc hccamc a Stalinizcd intcl- 
Icctual; the poctry was simply a part of 
thc annual birthday cclehrarions nt 
which Ibarruri was dcclarcd rhc "incar- 
nation of a lwttcr tomorrow." Scmprun 
also takes notc that k i n g  a Stalinizcd 
intcllectual meant hiding truth in thc 
intcrcsts of tlic Party. Thc Czcchs cxc- 
ciitcd Josef Frank in'1952 on the chargc 



of being a Ccstapo agent. From their 
common cxprienccs at Uuchcnwald,, 
Semprun kncw Frank was innocent; yet 
he remained silent until after his ex- 
pulsion from thc Party. 

Semprun is skcptifid about whcthcr, 
given. their decpseatcd Stalinist past, 
Carillo and his followers havc actually 
transformed themselves into revolu- 
tionary Icadcrs. Hc wlls thcir current 
practice "Stalinism clad in slippers." 

Thc  wcakness of the book lies in 
Scmprun's attcmpts to chart a Marxist 
course scparatc from the currcnt Euro 
communist policics of Carillo. He vacil- 
lates betwecn apparent support for rc- 
formist social democratic positions and 
thc need for rcvolutionary policies in 
Wcstcrn Europe. I-le acknowlcdgcs the 
dcmkratic frccdoms of the workcrs 
and yet argues for rcvolution in Imth 
Eastern and Wcstcrn Europe. While 
Semprun may havc madc some impor- 
tant thcoretical breakthroughs in his 
1964 asscssmcnt of thc Spanish situii- 
tion, that wisdom docs not appear to 
havc cirricd ovcr into the '70s. 

Fcrnando Claudin's Eurocommunism 
and Socialism is not a companion vol- 
ume to Scmprun's. Claudin has written 
of his sharcd cxperiences in Documents 
of a Communist Divergency, but his 
most rcccnt work is more significant to 
contcmpornry Marxist thcory. Clnudin 
has sct himself tlic task of finding a 
middlc ground ktw$cn Lcninism and 
the Eurocommunism of Cnrrillo. To 
accom pl i sh this CI aud i 11, as Car i I lo, 
first rejccts any revolutionary, violcnt, 
or vanguardist routc to power for the 
Wcst European Communists; here hc 
covers littlc if any new ground. 

The  strength of Claudin's efforts lies 
in his criticism of Eurocommunism, 
which may be summarized as follows. 
First, thc Eurocommuiiists have no 
analysis of capitalism. This is dcmon- 
stratcd by thc Spanish Party's failurc to 
interpret the profound changes in thc 
Franco pcriod and the inability of thc 
Frcnch and Italian partics to anticipatc 
the worker strugglcs in 1968 and 1969. 
In the '70s thc Communist parties 
dcnicd thc rcality of thc cconomic cri- 
ses in the West and pursued gains for 
their working-class constituency based 
on the falsc notion of a growing and 
vibrant capitalism, thc!eby placing 
themsclves in the untenable position of 
supporting capitalism. Second, Claudin 
exposes the Eurocommunists' misun- 
derstanding of the nature of the demo 
critic capitalist governments. Claudin 

notes that the Eurocommunists, in a 
rush to dissociate  themselves from 
undemocratic Eastcrn regimes, arc un- 
critically acccpting Western democra- 
cy, failing to recognize thc diffcrcnccs 
bctwccn qivil libertics won in struggle 
and thc ultimatcly rcprcssive nature of 
democratic rule under capitalism. 
Third, Claudin is critical of the anti- 
monopoly strategy, which incorrectly 
assumes that because smaller capitalists 
arc also victimized by the large indus- 
trial combinations, they fi3n be useful 
allies of thc working class. In conncc- 
tion with thc appeal to thc middle l a y  
crs as part of a broad elcctoral stratcgy, 
the Communist partics begin to lose the 
identity that distinguishes them from 
social dcmocracy. Also; thc focus on 
alliance stratcgy has led thc partics to 
underestimate important new forma- 
tions such as student movements, coun- 
cils of thc unemployed, and factory 
councils. The dangcr of such positions 
as the "Historic Compromise" in Italy 
and thc support for the Moncloa Pact in 

Spain is that the Party lacs its appeal to 
its natural gnstituency and its ability 
to fight for the disadvantaged. 

In spite of these positions, Claudin 
remains within thc Communist camp 
and advoktes the "transformation of 
the state," not thc improvement of cap 
italism. He recognizes the value of 
sccking parliamentary seats but warns 
thc Communist movement that thc 
elcctoral process may be short-circuited 
in future confrontations with the estab- 
lished order. Unfortunately, Claudin 
provides little in the way of strategy for 
dealing with such a confrontation. 

Although as a critic of Eurocommu- 
nism Claudin is among the best, in 
seeking a viable "middle way" between 
Leninism and Eurocommunism he fails 
as badly as many before him. Neither 
Semprun nor Claudin provides signifi- 
cant new pcrceptions of the future of 
thc Eurocommunist parties, but both 
books deserve to b;: read widely for 
their insight into thc functioning of 
Spain's own. [Wq 

"Alfred, would you explain to me just one more 
time how the universe works?" , 
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