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"Origins of rlie Kcvoliition.iry F;iitli" is 
;I most ;]pi suliiitlc. for this fiisciiiiitiiig, 
i ii for niiit i vc , a 11 tl t lioug ti r.provo ki ng 
book. l'lic ;iutlior sip riglir .II tlic 

. hcgiiining t l i i i i  "mor!c.rii rcvoliitioiiar- 
ics arc Idicvcrs" and t1i:ii iticy Iwlicvc 
"ii pcrfcct scc111;ir order will cmcrgc 
from ihc torcihlc ovcrtIiIow of triitli. 
rional iiiithoriry." I.lowcvcr "iiilicrcnt~ 
1y iiiiprolxililc" this iilc;i, i t  ciicrgizcd 
mucli of Europc i n  rlic 1iisi century iiid 
becmic "tlic' n i o b t  siicccssfiil itlcologi- 
cal export of the West to tlic \vorltl" in 
ilic present ccntiiry. I.1c;ivc.n knoi\.s [lie 
idc;i is still with tis. 

Dillingioii's story cx:cnds troni i l ic  
1:rcnch to tlic Ilussiiin rcvoliirions. I t  is 
1?0t so  much the story of rcvrilurioiis 3s 
of rcvoliitioii;irics, tlic proplc wlio crc' 
~ t c d  tlic trditioii. 1 1 1  vivid witiiig, stis- 
tiiiricd through iiio?t of five huiidrctl 
piigcs, the iiuthor Ixings to Iifc [lie c h x .  
actcrs, ciiiotions, iiisigliib, ;111J itliosyii- 
c r ; i h  of ;i g,illcry of iiicii ; ind  of ;I few 
woriicii driven liy Iwlicf in ;I ~ o t i i l l y  sec' 
i11;ir salv;iri(iii ;iiid b y  ;I dlssirc to siiiipli. 
fy rliirigs. 

Tlic foiiiitl;itionl; oi this rcvolutioii. 
;iry faii l i  w r c  laid duiw i n  11ic \scirtls 
iiricl dcctls of rlic French licvoluiion: 
Tlic ohicctsof liclict were liIicrty,ct~u;ili~ 
~ y ,  ;iiid f r m r i i i i y .  I - i l x w y ,  which rcprc. 
wiitcd tlic repiihlicim politic;~l itlcal, 
rapidly got lost. The rorii;inric, cnio- 
tiori;il idea of fraicriiity, die cxpcricricc 
of lirothcrlio(id, w;is I O  hc fiilfillcd i n  ;I 

ncw kind of n;itiori-srm. The r;irional. 
istic concept of cqiidity, tlic commiirii- 
t;iri;in intcllcctu;il idcil, \CIS to lie cni- 
hodicd i n  the collcctivc sti;iriiig of 
goods within ;I coiiiinuiiity f r &  of al l  
social and ccononiic tlistinctions. Tlic 
firs1 shaping of iliis iii;itcri;il into the 
niodrrn rcvolutioiiiiry tr;iditioil; M-  
lington says, rc;illy c;inic OLII of a "ro.  
ma  lit ic occiil t i  sin ," I lie cliindcst i iic so- 
cieties and the secret rcvolutioiiiiry 
organizations such ;IS o~ciili I:rccin:ison. 
ry,  in which idciis t;ikcii from I'ythagor- 
c;iii mysticism, Christian symholisni, 
and 1lavari;iii illuiiiiiiisni were i i i i i i-  

glcd. Rilliiigton will IK' hotly clinl- 
Icngcd on this view; for many moderns 
i t  is almost an  article of f a i t h  t h a t  tlic 
~ ~ V O ~ i l ~ i ~ J l i  is prirn:irily ;I child of thc 
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r;itiorial Enlightcnnicnt. 
None of this is put ahsrractly. Ex- 

mordi nary men, coinpclli ng events, 
spccific placrs, and illuniinating asides 
alwound- frorii Rcstif de In Rrctonnc, 
the ROLISSC~LI of the gutters, IO the Fcsti- 
val of Kcason and the socially, political- 
ly, and scxually rcvolutionary cafes of 
rhc I'alais Royal; froni tlic Strasbourg 
piano maker wlio constrimed the first 

'guillotine to Iilippo Btionarroti, thc 
rcfiiicr of the central myths of tlic rcvo 
liitioiinry tradition. 

After the foundntioiis were hid in 
tlic Iiitc eighteenth mid carly ninc- 
rcciitli qcnturics, thc rcvoliitioiiarics of 
roiiia~i~ic natioii:ilism doniinarcd the 
mid-ninctcc~itli century until about 
1870. Tlic Itdians mid the I1oIcs were in 
the forefront of this niovcmcnt, with 
nicii such as Mazzini :~nd Mickicwicz. 

The theory of rcvolutionary w;ir and 
rlic composition and singing of rcvolii- 
tioiiary music arc two of the products of 
this period, though Williom Tell and 
Noma and I Puritoni and Nobucco may 
not strike 11s today ;IS revolutionary 
s[iitcniciits. At least ii i i t i l  1830 this 
kind of rcvolutionary cmisc wiis most 
ficqocntly identified with a lihcral 
consritutioii;ilisiii. After that  time, the 
nationnlisr "fratcrniti." took prccc- 
tlcncc over the constitutional "lilwrti." 
of rlic 1ihcr;ils. Tlic Iiittcr incrcasingly 
turned to cvoliitionary ;iltcrniitivcs, 
'\vliilc adhcrcnts of the former incrcas- 
ingly took tlic p;itli of violciicc, already 
prcsciit as carly ;is the 1790s. At tlic 
s m c  time, the last of the triad, "fgal- 
iti.," cntcrcd upon the sccric with the 
rise of socialist ideals among a new gcn- 
eration of rcvoliitioiiiirics. 

To rctiirn IO the mctaphor~reiility of 
rcvolutionary fiiith, as the egalitarian 
ideal niovcd onstage, tlic talismanic 
wort1 "coiiiiiiiinism"-coniplc~c with 
prophecy and cliiirch and founders and 
crcdo- took its place. "Social hymns" 
woiild he sung in the Halls of Science, 
with refrains such as Robert Owen's 
"Community doth a11 posscss/That can 
to inan lx giveii:/Cominunity is happi- 
ncss/Comniiinity is heaven." Of course 
licrcsy and schism could iiot k far 
behind thc truc faith, and soon the 
grcat prophets of divergent intcrprcta- 
tions and methods, Marx and Prou- 
dhon, wcrc birtcrly denouncing cach 
other in the nanic of cach onc's own 
ideological orthodoxy. 

Tlic flainc of revolutionary national- 
ism waned and guttcrcd out finally in 
rlic crushing of the Paris Cornmunc. 

Meanwhile, the social rcvoliitionarics 
wcrc approaching center stage. Thc 
"fronticrs of discovcry for thc revolu- 
tionary tradition in thc age of the 
machine" wcrc no longer most impor- 
tantly France, Italy, and Poland, but 
Germany- whcrc a ncw type of organi- 
zation cmcrgcd- and Russia- where 
ncw U& of violence were developed. 
Fcrdinand Lnssallc, the foundcr of Gcr- 
man Social Democracy, has always 
k c n  so1nethit.g of an enibarrnssmcnt 
for the truc Marxist hclicvcr; Karl 
Kaiitsky was so single-mindedly guidcd 
by the true faith as interpreted by Marx 
that a collcagiic once siiid, "Katitsky 
would always fcel hc had to dcmon- 
stratc that Mnrx cvcn wet his diapers in 
an orthodox ,way"; and Eduard Bern- 
stein was the "revisionist" arch-hcrctic. 
In Russia radical student movcmcnls 
such as "Young Russia" and iiltimatcly 
ni hi lisni rcjcctcd a n  en tirc traditional 
society. By the 1870s populism and the 
idealization of and move to the peasant- 
ry and the simplc life mndc up a whole 
mode of thought for the cducatcd flitc. 
When this was rcprcsscd, anarchism 
and thcn the new path of terrorism was 
cntcrcd upon with a return to the 
1hion;irrotian tradition of a secret hicr- 
archical conspiracy. 

I n  the Latin and English-speaking 
worlds too in the late ninctcenth and 
carly twcntictli ccnturics, rcvolution- 
ary activity increased with revolution- 
ary syndicalism. This included' thc 
"myth of thc gcncral strike,'' what Bil- 
lington calls the "Fascist mutation" 
from the old Left to the new Right, and, 
in the United States, such organizations 
as the IWW, the "Wobblics." 

But finally i t  was Lcnin who 
"brought the revolutionary tradition 
out of thc wildcrncss and into powcr." 
nillington writes of thc Russian roots 
and the German legacy of the Lcniiiist 
doctrine and of the first "apparatchiki," 
Rndchenko. And thcn he turns to the 
master huildcr, Lcnin, thc professional 
rcvolutionary with his "scicncc of 
Marxism" and his singlc-mindcd focus 
on political power. In Novcmkr,  1917, 
with powcr gained, Lenin could incar- 
nate vcrbally that "fundamental rcvo 
lutionary longing to simplify things" 
by proclaiming that "everything now 
belonged to everylmiy." But even with 
powcr consolidatcd over sixty years in 
that niost successful of revolutions, the 
Marxist revolutionary faith must still 
confront thc prohlcms of "wlicther or 
not thcrc is only one answcr to all qircs- 



tions, ;inti wlictlicr or. not scciilnr soci- 
ety is pcrfcctiblc." 

Those who ;ire ;ilrc;idy intcrcstcd in 
societ:il c11;ingc and io w1i;rt niovcs men 
t o  seck hcttcrniciit through revolution 
will not IK' daunted by  Ilillington's half 
;I 't1ious;lnd pages. Such rcadcrs will IH: 
rnarvclously rcwardcd by new infornia- 
tion, iincxpcctcd qucstions for today, 
striking p;irallcls with ciirrciit expcri- 
c'ncc, ;ind by a broadcncd mid dccpcncd 
tindcrstandiog of the clcmcnts that ig- 
nited :ind susi:iincd ;incl ftruscd the 
rcvolution;iry flanic i n  tlie past niit l  in  
so ni;iiiy iiistanccs do so cvcii tot1;iy. 

CHINESE EDUCATION SINCE 
1949: ACADEMIC AND 
REVOLUTIONARY MODELS 

by Theodore Hsi-en Chen 
(Pcrg;inion Press; ix  + 249 pp.; S26.50) 

CHINA'S INTELLECTUAL 

POLITICS AND UNIVERSITY 

by Robert Taylor 
([Jiii vcrsir y of I h i  t ish Columhiii Press; 
xi i i+ l lS  pp.; S18.50) 

DILEMMA: 

ENROLLMENT, 1949-1978 

Chinese ct1iic;itioii over the piist thirty 
yciirs hiis hccn ii siihjcct of grcat con- 
ccni ;ind little systcriiiitic study in the 
West. The inform;ition we 1i;ivc re' 
ccivctl is largely limited to glorified and 
gcncr;illy suspect rcljorts of g:iins i n  lit- 
eracy or chilling :~ccni~nts of students' 
vcrhal and physic;il ;~ssaults on their 
teachers. Actuiilly tlicrc is truth :I[ both 
cxtrcnics, iis tlic two books undcr re- 
view ;it~cst. Altliougli both dc;il with 
the s;i111c subjcct, 11ic two Imks arc 
quite diffcrcrit iintl will appc;il to diffcr- 
C'IH audicnccs. 

Tlicotlorc Chcii; ;in expert of long 
stiintling, has written an  authoritative 
hook that dcscrihcs and evaluates Chi- 
nese cducation in the thirty or so years 
sincc the founding of the People's Re- 
public. Owiiig to the broad nature of 
the siibjcct aiid the author's obvious 
coiiccrii for tlic nonspecialist reader 
(the niajority of cit;itions arc from En- 
~lisIi-l;inguagc sources), Chinese Educa- 
tion is ;in cxccllcnt sourcc for anyone 
wishing to gain ;in understanding of 
C1iiii:i's cducarional plicies, si~cccsses 
;irid f;iilurcs, trends and prospects for 
rlic fuiiirc. 

. 

-Third World Witness 

CONVICTIONS 
Political Prisoners-Their Stories 

By Arthur Dobrin, Lyn Dobrin, Thomas E Liotti 
"In abstract discussions of human rights all too often 
the immediate, wrenching horror of what people are put 
through is forgotten. This book serves a high purpose 
in reminding us of that terrible reality." 
--A. W H I ~ E Y  ELLSWORTH. Publisher, The N.Y. Review of 
Books 

paper $5.95 

The Persecution of Christians in 
Latin America 

By Marlin Lange and Reinhold Iblacker. 
Foreword by Karl Rahner 
"A colleclion of documentation on sthh-ing and s h g  
gle, on subversion and resistance, on the martyrdom of 
numberless, often nameless, 'nobodies'. It is a revelation 
of happenings unknown to us, a reader for schools and. 
for religious instruction, a workbook for basic Christian : 
c o m m u n i t i e s . " - ~ w ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~  SOLLE. Union Theological 
Seminary 

paper $6.95 
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In coiiipiiring the aciidemic and rcvo- 
1ution;iry modcls, the former a modi- 
fied cmyovcr from prc-Liberation days, 
the latier a radical departure from tradi- 
tional educational concepts, the author 
concludes that lwth havc featurcs thar 
can and should Ixl rctairicd if an effcc- 
tivc cduc;itional system, well suited to 
Chin:i's needs- intellectual, technolog- 
ical, and political-is going to emerge. 
Noncthclcss, Chcn is understandably 
critical of thc "ideologues-radicals," 
whose cxccsses during the Cultural 
Revolution set back Chinesc education 

' for a decade or more. Hc views Mao as 
essentially anti-intellectual but some- 
what ambivalcnt on the broadcr issue 
of mass education, blaming thc worst 
effects of the interruption of formal 
education on the ideologues-radicals 
who had his car throughout most of the 
'60s and '70s. Chcn's approach is fair 
and open-niindcd, his conclusions rea- 
soniiblc and convincing. The book is 
not without problems, though most- 
like the absence of a bibliography and 
the prematurc announcement (in Mark 
Twain's phrase) of the dcith of the 
writer Pa Chin, who is currently the 

acting chairman of the Chinese Writers 
Association- are felatively minor. 

As thc second book's subtitle indi- 
cates, it is a much more narrowly 
focused work and highly academic in 
approach. An cxpinded and revised ver- 
sion of Taylor's doctoral thesis, it is 
clearly the product of a long pcriod of 
extensive research; it is filled with stir 
tistics, charts, policy statements, and 
perceptive analyses. As such, the book 
is probably out of the reach of the non- 
specialist, although its voluminous 
notes, its list of sources, and'thc index 
certainly make it a good reference tool. 
The first two chapters,."Historical Per- 
spectives: Chinese Educational Philoso- 
phy" and "Chinese Education and Soci- 
ety Since 1949,"are readable and infor- 
' mative and should be consulted by any- 
one interested in Chinese education. 

Taylor describes the conflict be- 
tween the educational theories of Liu 
Shaoch'i, Chen's "gcadcmic model," 
and Mao Tse-tung, Chen's "revolution- 
ary model." But the drama of this polit- 
ical struggle, so neatly captured in 
Chcn's book, is muted here by the sta- 
tistical and qalytical framework in 
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