
No Ducking the Unsinkable 
Like the rubber duck that refuses to stay under 
water, the issue of human rights will not go away. 
And it is the United States, with its aid programs 
and economic policies, that sets the tone for devel- 
opments in the human rights field both at the 
United Nations and in its 157 member states. 

The Reagan administration took office with the 
intention of establishing a human rights program 
characterized by “quiet diplomacy,” which many 
translated to mean: “DO nothing to ruffle the feath- 
ers of friendly govemments.” In keeping with this 
intention, Reagan advisors selected to head the 
State Department’s human rights office Emest W. 
Lefever, a man whose view of the office owed much 
to considerations of cold war politics. Under close 
congressional questioning, Lefever withdrew his 
candidacy. 

A new nominee for the post - Elliott Abrams, as- 
sistant secretary of State for Intemational Organi- 
zation Affairs - is certain to be approved. The 
nomination came just as Secretary of State Haig had 
issued a memo urging a strong human rights policy 
for the U.S., one that made note of the fact that cred- 
ibility is destroyed when friends are coddled. 

One phrase of the memorandum has drawn wide 
comment: “A human rights policy means trouble.” 
True, Mr. Haig. And the trouble comes not from in- 
dividuals who take literally their national consti- 
tutions, the Intemational Declaration of Human 
Rights, and the Helsinki Accords, but from sover- 
eign nations who sign such documents and cyni- 
cally maintain that “rights” are intemal affairs and 
not subject to intemational scrutiny. 

Agencies Under Pressure 
Tightened budgets and red tape are causing prob- 
lems for the major Specialized Agencies of the U.N. 
Even UNICEF, the highly regarded children’s fund, 
is said to be too slow in responding to crises; the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), whose 
main function is to feed the hungry, is being por- 
trayed as a top-heavy bureaucracy losing the battle 
against hunger and malnutrition; the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees, recent recipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, is said to offer only stumbling 
solutions to iefugee problems; the Intemational 
Monetary Fund, long untouchable and dominated 
by its major contributor, the U.S., is being chided 
for its lending policies; the Intemational Atomic 
Energy Agency (MEA) is in hot water over its in- 
spection procedures, which were designed to pre- 
vent the misuse of nuclear power. 

The Specialized Agencies are almost autonomous 
units with their own budgets and personnel. They 
report intermittently to their parent bodies at the 
U.N., but with the tremendous growth of all U.N. 
activities, one wonders who is paying attention. 
Some of the disparaging comments come from em- 
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ployees who have left the agencies and from jour- 
nalists who make the agencies their business. The 
agencies might well benefit from the increased SCN- 
tiny, perhaps resulting in more effective action and 
fewer conferences in exotic resorts. 

The IMF and Poland 
To help manage its massive debt to hundreds of 
Westem banks, Poland has asked to rejoin the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. Poland resigned from the 
Fund in 1950 at the request of the Soviet Union, 
which objected to the.requirement that Fund mem- 
bers file detailed economic and financial reports. 

The IMF committee wants to know how Poland’s 
debt is structured, the extent of i he  country’s re- 
serves, and has requested data on production in all 
major industries, estimates on harvests, personal 
income, and wages - in effect, the sort of reporting 
readily made public in non-communist countries. 
The IMF awaits Poland’s reply. 

Piease Moye Over 
For those enamored of statistics, the U.N. can be a 
paradise, and the United Nations Fund for Popula- 
tion Activities (UNFPA) is one of the great rescr- 
voirs of numbers. Taking a deep breath, the UNFPA, 
in its ublication, Populi, projects a world popula- 

estimated 4.5 billion, the basic needs of almost half 
the world’s people are not being met. Still, studies 
by the World Fertility Survey indicate that the 
world’s fertility rate, earlier noted to be on the de- 
cline, is now declining at an even faster rate. 

tion o P 10.5 billion by the year 21 10. Even at today’s 

Bits and Pieces 
The General Assembly for the third time, and with- 
out mentioning the Soviet Union, has demanded 
the withdrawal of all foreign troops from Afghani- 
stan.. . . AntigudBarbuda, having gained its inde- 
pendence frorh Britain on November 1, joined the 
U.N. as member No. 157. . . . The Intemational La- 
bor Organization (ILO) has refused to support thc 
strike of U.S. air controllers. . . . A 1981 world refu- 
gee survey, distributed by t.hq,United States Com- 
mission for Refugees, indicates a total of 12.5 
million homeless - 6.5 million of them in twenty- 
five African countries, more than 2 million in eight- 
een Asian couptries, 350,000 in Europe, 240,000 in 
Latin America, and 3.5 million in the Middle 
East. . . . A U.N. world assembly on the aging will 
meet in Vienna in July, 1982, to consider programs 
for the economic security of older people, a problem 
aggravated by declining birth rates and longer life 
expectancy, which causes severe economic and SO- 
cia1 dislocations. . . . The Intemational Court ,of 
Justice, the judicial arm of the U.N., has five new 
judges who, like the ten already on the bench, serve 
for nine years at The Hague. The Court accepts 
cases from only those nations that agree to bring 
their disputes before it. 
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