
Between Covers 
Books about the United Nations have been optimistic, 
cautious, or skeptical and have ranged from the 
general to the highly specialized. The number reached 
flood level in the 1960s but ebbed in the ’7Os, a period 
conspicuous for its academic treatises on how to re- 
build the world body, make i t  more powerful, turn it 
into a world government, disband it. Herewith a sprin- 
kling of volumes for a general readership that have re- 
ceived more than passing notice over the years. 

Typical of the early 1950s was the “Design for 
Peace” book. I wrote one myself. Trygve Lie’s was 
called In the Cause of Peace: Seven Years With the 
United Nations (Macmillan, 1954). A year earlier 
Eleanor Roosevelt, who served in the U.N. delega- 
tion, had written with Willjam DeWitt UN: Today and 
Tomorrow (Harper and Bros.). Then in 1957 came 
Strengthening the United Nations by the Committee to 
Study the Organization of Peace (Harper and Bros.), 
an excellent analysis of the organization’s weaknesses. 
A year later The Brooking Institution issued a thou- 
sand-page study of the U.N. Charter- A History of the 
United Nations Charter, by R. B. Russell-that 
thoroughly exhausted both the subject and the reader. 

Strange to relate, the memoir of the second secre- 
tarygeneral mentioned neither his political career nor 
his term as secretarygcneral. In Markings (Knopf, 
1964) Dag Hammarskjold wrote instead of his rela- 
tions with God. From the same lofty building above 
thc East Rivcr, in 1973, camc somc less exaltcd 

thoughts: Shirley Hazzard’s A Study in the Serf-De- 
srrucrion of the United Nations-Defeat of an Ideal (Lit- 
tle Brown) reflected on ten frustrating years as a mem- 
ber of the Secretariat staff. 

William F. Buckley also passed this way, and his 
United Nations Journal: A Delegate’s Odyssey (Put- 
nam’s, 1974) is the wittiest exercise thus far. It is hard 
to imagine a more unlikely delegate to follow in 
Eleanor Roosevelt’s footsteps at the General Assem- 
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bly. Buckley, appointed by John Scali with Richard 
Nixon’s approval, attended State Department brief- 
ings for three months, kept a journal at Assembly 
meetings, and then told all. 

A recent scholarly study of interest to afficionados 
of the U.N. is Global Human Rights: Public Policies, 
Comparative Measures, and NGO Strategies, edited by 
Ved P. Nanda et al. (Westview Press, 1981). Survey- 
ing the world from Boulder, Colorado, the editors see 
a “greater conscious effort toward the promotion and 
protection of human rights on a global~scale.” 

Genealogy 
While at the U.N., William Buckley ran into an Am- 
polad, for which even his Yale education hadn’t pre- 
pared him. This, he later learned, was merely the 
acronym for American Political Advisor. Others find 
GATT a puzzler: Where does a General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade fit into the U.N. structure? 
What’s an UNCTAD? Only a factidioten can keep the 
proliferating U.N. agencies, commissions, and com- 
mittees in his head, but here’s a paper effort at an 
organization chart. 

The principal organs of the United Nations, as 
specified in the Charter, are the General Assembly, 
Security Council, Secretariat, Trusteeship Council, 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), and the In- 
ternational Court of Justice. These main bodies were 
given Charter authority to set up subsidiary organs 
with limited powers. The General Assembly, Security 
Council, and ECOSOC have in fact established more 
than two dozen such commissions with headquarters 
in many courltries, among them the Law of the Sea 
Conference, the U.N. Environment Programme, the 
U.N. Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), and 
the U.N. Development Programme (UNDP). 

The Specialized Agencies, which operate almost 
autonomously, are in another category. UNICEF, the 
World Health Organization, and the International 
Labor Organization are offshoots of ECOSOC. The 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank 
(officially the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development), for their part, “report to” both the 
General Assembly and ECOSOC. 

GATT, while a child of ECOSOC, falls in yet 
another category. Its unwieldy name reflects its birth 
in an early attempt at agreement on lowering trade 
barriers. The effort, as matters turned out, is ongoing. 

Entirely different sorts of bodies under joint spon- 
sorship of ECOSOC and the General Assembly are 
UNWRA, the relief agency for Palestine refugees; the 
U.N. Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD); the United Nations University; and the 
World Food Council, among others. 

As for the peacekaping forces in Cyprus and the 
Middle East, the Military Staff Committee, and the 
Disarmament Commission, these are creatures of the 
Security Council, which has five permanent members 
with veto power and ten revolving memberships with 
none. 

In all, there are almost fifty different units operating 
under the aegis of the three principal organs. 
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