
laking Stock 

The hottest item for U.N. watchers is a new report 
that summarizes the frustrations of United States rep- 
resentatives to the world organization, despairs at 
endless speeches that lambaste the industrialized na- 
tions, and indicts U.N. conferences for trivializing 
their function, having become mere tribunals to con- 
demn Israel. 

The report was issued by the Ad Hoc Group on 
U.S. Policy Toward the U.N., sponsored by the 
American Jewish Committee. Iknry Cabot Lodge, 
chief U.N. delegate in the Eisenhower administration, 
and three former secretaries of s t a t d y r u s  R. 
Vance, Edmund S. Muskie, and Dean Rusk-are  
among its endorsers. 

The Ad Hoc Group expresses support for the goals 
of the United Nations and the principles of its Charter 
but notes that the wild rhetoric and irresponsible res- 
olutions aired in its meetings can actually intensify 
international crises rather than defuse them. In such 
cases, the report suggests, the United States should 
consider acting alone or in company with its allies, 
avoiding the U.N. altogether. 

In general, the report goes on to say, the U.S. 
should attempt to bring disputes that threaten the 
peace before the Security Council, if only to mobilize 
world opinion. Thc secretary-general would be re- 
quested to report on local wars-the number of people 
killed and wounded, refugeesdpd also on massive 
arms transfers. 

With regard to the U.N.3 peacekeeping ‘role, the 
document rccommcnds implementation of the U.N. 
Charter provision for a permanent peacekeeping 
forcc. This could be accomplished by “establishing a 
roster of available national contingents trained in 
peacekeeping functions, arranging for airlifts, and pro- 
viding for reliable funding.” However, “if a construc- 
tive proposal for such a force is vctoed in thc Security 
Council, the U.S. should pursue it in the General As- 
scmbly.”The Ad Hoc Group, in stressing the need for 
“reliable funding,” was reflecting on the past failure of 
a number of countries that, disapproving a particular 
U.N. peacekeeping action, refused to pay their share. 

The report asks the United States to work with the 
U.N. Commission on Disarmament to limit the arms 
race between the U.S. and the Soviet Union and to 
consider urging the cstablishment of a “nuclear 
security planning committee” within the Security 
Council to halt the spread of nuclear weapons and 
create nuclear-free zones. The committee would work 
coopera ti vel y with the International Atomic Energy 
Agcncy (IAEA), a U.N. affiliate, which finds itself 
unable to carry out its mandate to prevent the diver- 
sion of atomic fuel to arms development in nuclear 
plants ostensibly designed for peaceful uses. , 

As for the Specialized Agencies, the twenty-two- 
page report heartily condemns a situation in which 
political issues turn mcctings into nasty brawls, 
hamstringing the agencies so that no effective action 
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is possible. The ILO, the World Health Organization, 
and UNESCO-all with many achievements behind 
them-have moved away from their specific func- 
tions to become debating societies for countries and 
blocs with narrow political ambitions. 

Witness UNESCO with its proposal for a “New 
World Information Order,” involving the licensing of 
journalists and government control of the dissemina- 
tion of news. This is offered as a means of getting the 
news “in balance’’ to counteract the biases of the large 
news services based in the industrialized nations. 
But what kind of journalists would be licensed by dic- 
tatorships, the report asks. There are legitimate com- 
plaints about the West’s coverage of Third World 
news, but government control is no improvement 
over a so-called capitalist press. Should UNESCO per- 
sist in this proposal, the US. ought to reduce its fund- 
ing or to resign from the agency. 

In the area commonly called the North-South 
dialogue and Global Negotiations, or more grandly the 
‘(New International Economic Order,” the Ad Hoc 
Group has some advice for the Group of 77 (now ac- 
tually more than 120 developing countries, including 
OPEC nations). The International Monetary Fund, 
the World Bank, and the latter’s soft-loan affiliate, the 
International Development Association, run efficient 
operations; weighted voting based on size of contribu- 
tion should not be changed. Demands for aid and the 
transfer of wealth should be more realistic. 

The report treats the U.N. Human Rights Commis- 
sion rathcr gently. In fact, the Commission has done 
nothing to advance the cause of human rights in all 
the years of its existence. There was a time when even 
its few investigations were kept secret lest a U.N. 
member nation be offended. Individual complaints to 
the Commission are ignored. Massacres, torture, 
genocide have gone unchecked in country after coun- 
try as the Human Rights Commission was meeting in 
the pleasant city of Geneva, Switzerland. Michael 
Novak, whom President Reagan appointed the U.S. 
representative for the most recent Geneva conference, 
returned to say that he had not heard such horrifying 
racial bigotry since Hitler. The Ad Hoc Group favors 
the appointment of a High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, a position similar to that held by the High 
Commissioner for Refugees. Some U.N. watchers be- 
lieve any change would be an improvement-includ- 
ing elimination of the present Commission. 

The report expresses hope that U.S. pressure can 
effect changes in the world body. Why, for example, 
does an organization dedicated to peace refuse to ap- 
prove the Camp David agreement? Why the endless 
equating of Zionism and racism, obscuring real 
issues? Why does the U.N. condemn injustices in 
Western industralized societies but rarely in Asia, 
Africa, or Eastern Europe? 

The Ad Hoc Group recommends that the U.S. itself 
strengthen its foreign aid program, continue strong 
financial support for the World Bank and the IMF, 
and work for an equitable Law of the Sea treaty. Its re- 
port is obviously being read by the U.S. delegation to 
the U.N., but it should be required reading as well for 
all delegates. STEPHEN S. FENICHELL 


