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... Mr. Chairman, sometimes i t  seems as 
if the world is still very far removed, in 
the just and fair treatment of minorities, 
from the ideals of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights. 

One example may serve as an il- 
lustration of this general pattern around 
the world, the plight of the Jews of the 
Soviet Union. . 

Three indices of mistreatment stand 
out: first, the right of emigration and re- 
unification with families; second, 
cultural and linguistic rights: third, 
flagrant discrimination and, in this 
case, anti-Semitic propaganda and 
practice. 

Emigration rights are a cornerstone 
of human rights. The documents of the 
great revolutions of modern society 
vigorously articulate this right. The right 
to leave a country is precedent for all 
other rights. For a racial community, 
facing discrimination and persecution. 
as is the case of the Jewish community 
within the Soviet Union, denial of the 
right to leave may be tantamount to the 
total deprivation of liberty, if not of life it- 
self. 

And yet the Soviet Union does not 
regard itself bound by the solemn 
undertaking to which it has committed 
itself. Anicle.13(2) of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights stipulates 
that everyone has the right to leave his 
country and return to his country.’ The 
legally binding international Conven- 
tion on the Elimination of Al l  Forms of 
Racial Discrimination sets forth in Arti- 
cle 5, Paragraph D. Subsection 2. the 
same formulation, and this convention 
was adopted unanimously by the 
General Assembly on December 21, 
1965. The international Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights in Article 12, 
Paragraph 2, reads: “Everyone shall be 
free to leave any country including his 

own.” Mr. Chairman, this resolution 
was adopted unanimously by the 
General Assembly on December 16, 
1966. More recently signed by the 
Soviel Union was the Helsinki Final Act 
in August, 1975. This act stresses in the 
provisions included in Basket 3 that the 
parties are to “expedite” and “facili- 
tate” the “reunion of families“ and that 
those applying for exit visas should not 
be deprived of their rights. 

... it is a tragic reality that Jews in the 
Soviet Union, some 2 112 to 3 million in 
number, are today virtually denied the 
right to leave. The monthly emigration 
rate for this minority has been cut by 90 
per cent since 1979. Thousands of 
Jews have been refused their exit visas 
and live in a kind of twilight existence. 
Many have been deprived of jobs and 
facing social ostracism. 

And yet, Mr. Chairman, instead of 
fulfilling its obligation under interna- 
tional law, the Soviet Union engages in 
gross violations of human rights provi- 
sions concerning the right to emigrate 
and the reunion of families. Soviet 
spokesmen at the Madrid Conference 
have publicly hinted that the right of the 
Jews desiring to emigrate is being held 
hostage to the detente process. This is 
a cruel and barbarous linkage. 

Mr. Chairman, the second measure- 
ment of minority human rights is the 
right of cultural and linguistic free- 
doms. Here again international law is 
crystal clear. The international Cove- 
nant on Civil and Political Rights states 
in Article 27: “In those states in which 
ethnic, religious, or linguistic minorities 
exist, persons belonging to such mi- 
norities shall not be denied the right, 
in community with other members of 
their group, to enjoy their own culture, 
to profess their own religion, or to use 
their own language.” Yet for the Jewish 

obligations-cultural. linguistic, educa- 
tional-are all observed in the breach. 
Virtually all Jewish institutional life has 
been eliminated and Yiddish language 
schools liquidated. The Hebrew lan- 
guage has no official status, and as 
for the private teaching of Hebrew, 
teachers are threatened with possible 
arrest and trial. 

Mr. Chairman, the third measure of 
denial of rights 1s anti-Semitism and 
anti Jewish discrimination. Compound- 
ing the Soviet assault on the integrity of 
its Jewish community, on their culture, 
is the massive anti-Semitic propagan- 
da campaign of the Soviet Government 
in the press and in the cinema. Here 
too, the Soviet Union stands naked be- 
fore the international community in 
breach of its solemn international 
undertakings. The Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis- 
crimination stipulates in Anicle 4 that 
contracting parties are to eradicate 
incitement to racial discrimination. 
Further, Mr. Chairman, the international 
Convenant on Civil and Political Rights 
in Article 20(2) states: “Any advocacy 
of national, racial, or religious hatred 
that constitutes incitement to dis- 
crimination, hostility or violence shall 
be prohibited by law.“ The Soviet 
Union callously violates these obliga- 
tions through a massive propaganda 
campaign masked as anti-Zionism, but 
which in fact is directed against Juda- 
ism, Jewish tradition and Jewry itself. 
Stereotypes designed to incite to 
hatred appear in the Soviet press. 
Jewish religious works are violently 
criticized as reflecting the basest of 
human qualities. 

Mr. Chairman, with the exit gates vir- 
tually closed to Jews, with the propa- 
ganda of hatred being increasingly 
disseminated in the Soviet Union, wilh 
their right to enjoy their culture denied, 
their schools closed, is it any wonder 
that the Jews of the Soviet Union fear 
for their future and perhaps face a na- 
tional catastrophe? ... 

cian Alexander Lavut, the engineer Kim Friedman, the 
electronics engineer Vladimir Slepak. the physicist 
Vladimir Kislik, the computer specialist Victor Brailovsky, 
the historian Arseny Roginsky, the economist Ida Nudel, 
the poet lgor Guberman. and others. The KGB has been 
especially devastating in the Ukraine, stirring up anti- 
Semitic passions and subjecting the local Jewish “re- 
fuseniks” to harsh repressions. 

It is interesting that immediately after the inauguration of 
Ronald Reagan the Soviet authorities sharply increased 
the emigration quota. But Reagan, unlike his three immedi- 
ate predecessors, remained indifferent to that proffered 
olive branch decorated with two thousand Jewish 

emigrants. The Soviet Jews ceased to serve as a medium 
of exchange in Soviet-American relations. And in the 
Kremlin they apparently have revised their notion about the 
importance of the Jewish lobby in the US..  now regard- 
ing it as exaggerated. With the cutting off of large-scale 
emigration and the constant rise of anti-Semitism. the 
Soviet Jews find themselves in a trap from which only the 
international community can provide a way out. In any 
case, under conditions of a stepped-up cold war. Soviet 
Jewry lies under a serious’threat. 

Vladimir Solovyov is a Russian-born historian and jour- 
nalist. 
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