
A Jolly Little War 

1 sink a fcw more ships. it’s m e  
Than a well-bred monarch ought 10 do. 

(I’irclrc2.v o/ ’  I’iwzur1c.c~) 

For a change no one can level blame at the U.N. for its 
failure in an international crisis. Thc United Nations 
has failures enough to nieditatc upon, but the Falk- 
lands fiasco is almost B U.N. success. Eventually, to 
save face the two advcrsarics will be back at East 
Rivcr headquarters asking for mcdiation and a 
peacekeeping forcc. 

The Falklands-Malvinas issue is not new to the 
U.N. When the Trusteeship Council, ii major organ 
from which little has bcen hcard lately, was engaged in 
eliminating colonialism, the islands wcrc listcd as a 
non-self-governing territory. Argentina has alwiiys 
disputed British sovereignty, although thcrc arc no 
Argentinians among the two thousand rcsidcnts. The 
British objccted to the new designation, but in 1965, 
when the General Assembly passed a resolution sug- 
gesting negotiations, talks with Argentina began. 

At the timc thcrc was almost no communication 
between the islands and their South American neigh- 
bor. Desultory discussions spread ovcr six years 
brought agreement on postal services, sea and air cx- 
changes, cducational and mcdical nrrangemcnts. The 
question of sovercignty hung over thc talks like ii dark 
shadow. 

Arbitration 
This was thc time to call in the International Court of 
Justice, the World Court. Sitting in The I lague await- 
ing cases are fifteen distinguished jurists who form the 
principal ju&ial body of the U.N. llcrc, no two 
judges may be citizens of the same country. Coinci- 
dentally, both Britain and Argentina arc represented 
on the present court. 

The Court cannot act on its own and has no means 
of enforcing its decisions. For arbitration to be effec- 
tive, parties to a dispute must accept the Court’s juris- 
diction and final judgment. Britain has offered to sub- 
mit the Falklands issue to the Court on scvcral occa- 
sions but Argentina has always dcclined. 

Looking at the barely inhabited islands, one rccog- 
nizes that this is not a fight over territory or national 
resources. although there has bccn some loose talk about 
oil and gas reserves. Thc fight is ovcr national honor 
as perceived by the leaders of two nations, onc group 
chosen by ballots and the other by bullets. The Inter- 
national Court of Justice, which proceeds in a statcly 
fashion to establish international law, is obviously not 
considered a field of honor. Argentina chose forcc. 

When Argentine troops moved onto the island on 
April 2, the Security Council demanded their with- 
drawal. The vote was IO to 1, Panama voting against 
the resolution, and four others abstaining: China, Po- 
land, Spain, and Russia. All the formalities werc ob- 
served in the Council sessions, where the belligerents 
lobbied for their rcspectivc causes and gave lip service 
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to the desirability of peace negotiations. Meanwhile, 
Argentine soldiers dug in and Britain prepared its in- 
vasion fleet. Earlier in this century, when the sun 
never set on the British Empire, the islands would not 
havc bccn worth a flick of the lion’s tail, let alone a full 
roar. 

The Secretary-General 
The U.N.’s new secretary-general, Javier Perez de 
Cucllar, is an experienced diplomat who believes in 
cautious diplomacy. He waited until U.S. Secretary of 
Slim tlaig’s shuttle trips had ended in failure before 
setting forth a plan reportedly so guileless it could 
hardly be rejected out of hand. The Argentine and Brit- 
ish delegates to the U.N. went through a backing and 
filling dance, aware that their governments were not 
of a mind to achieve a peaceful resolution of the issue. 
The secretary-general persisted even as the British 
fleet was setting sail from Portsmouth (though 
Pcnzance would have been a more fitting port for 
what at this stagc sccmcd a Gilbert and Sullivan opera- 
tion). 

As the U.N. negotiations continued, Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar met separately with Sir Anthony Parsons of 
Great Britain and Enrique Ros of Argentina. When 
one country made a concession, theother withdrew its 
offer. Although details of the secretary-general’s plan 
wcrc not revealed, i t  is known that the question of 
sovercignty was to be postponed. The main aim was to 
prcvent armed conflict by an agreement to withdraw 
troops and ships, with a United Nations team to over- 
see the proccss. Another U.N. group would supervise 
the affairs of the Falklands while Argentina and 
Britain’ came to an agreement on sovereignty. 

“We Sail the Ocean Blue” 
Both Britain.and Argentina are suffering economically 
and cannot afford to throw billions of dollars into the 
sea. As British unemployment gets higher, British in- 
dustry sinks lower. Argentina has a killing inflation 
rate and a government accused of torture, arbitrary ar- 
rest, and murder. Under the military government, 
thousands disappeared and are unaccounted for. 

Thc Argentine Army, like the British Navy, has not 
had much to do in recent years. Taking the Malvinas 
helpcd peoplc forget their problems- food, jobs, 
human rights- as thcy cheered the soldiers storming 
the islands unopposed. In Britain, where the Conser- 
vativc party is losing byelections and minorities are 
inclincd to riot to make their demands heard, a call to 
patriotism is almost irresistible. Doesn’t (or didn’t) 
Britannia rule the waves? Prime Minister Thatcher 
proclaims on thc telly, “We are united.”. 

Quite a while back one wise Englishman noted that 
“patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel.” Another, 
by the name of Hobbes, wrote that nations are always 
“in thc state and posturc of gladiators; having their 
wcapons pointing, and thcir eyes fixed on one 
another; that is, thcir forts, garrisons and guns upon 
the frontiers of their kingdoms ....” 
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