constructive power to make the British
polity again an effective mechanism of
social choice.” As always with Beer,
there is an implicit comparison with
America, where offshoots of that radical tradition have reigned virtually
unopposed. The comparison would
seem to offer both encouragement and
caution. Thc acr of comparison, however, is a reaffirmation of our common
destiny. IWV

THE STRUCTURE OF EVERYDAY
LIFE: THE LIMITS OF THE
POSSIBLE
by Fernand Braudel
(Ihrper & Row; 623 pp.; S30.00)
Brian Tlrotwas

It is possible to be skeptical at first
about the great French historian Fernand Braudcl. A sarcastic description of
his absorption in details could make
him-sound like a throwback to the days
when historians thought they could
blithely dispense with theorizing and
concentrate on just the facts. The reservations vanish, though, once it is plain
just what the basic data are for Braudel.
Like the rest of the Annales school,
of which hc is the acknowledged dean,
Draudel cares little for the grandiose
cvcnls so beloved of conventional
historians: the striking battles, the
epigram-spouting diplomats, the towering leaders. Beneath this stratum lies
the crucial category, thc barcly noticed
“dust of history”-everyday life, the
quite humblc and cndlessly rcpctitive
customs that form linked chains and
endure for millennia. More interested
in how forks appeared than in the signing of a trcaty, Braudel is attempting to
see the quotidian whole-“from food to
furniture, from techniques to towns”and to define material life.
The present volume has a complicated genesis. I t is a thoroughly rewritten version of a book translated in 1973
a s Capiralism and M a t e r i a l Life:
1400-1800. The earlier work has grown
into a trilogy called Civilization and
Capitalism: Ijtti-IXtti Century that includes Ttia Wilee1.Y of Comnicrce (which

“compares the market economy and
the higher activity of capitalism”) as
well as the Perspective of World (“a
chronological study of the forms and
successive preponderant tendencies of
the international economy”). Neither
of these works has appeared in English;
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presumably translations are under way.
As in 7he Meditemanean and the
Mediterranean World in the Age of h i l i p
11, Braudel’s method is pointillistic. He
tosses up a succession of observations
and glimpses he has garnered from bills
of Iading, stray journals-practically
anything he has noticed in the course of
his exhaustive reading of primary
sources-and then he generalizes, fully
admitting the lack of hard warrant for
some of his claims. This provides a
fruitful way of scrutinizing capitalism’s
prehistory, its foundations, its teeming
content.
Economists tend to view their turf
as a tidy, well fenced-in field. Braudel
knows better. Taking demography and
geography as his point of departure, he
dwells on bread, other foods, drink,
then houses, clothes, and fashion; and
along the way he garlands the statistics
with arrestigg minutiae, such as what
the consumption of white bread tells us
about the real wealth of a region. He
also pokes along through the advance
of technology, transport, and money,
concluding with a discussion of towns
and cities.
Nor does he confine himself to
Europe. Cases gathered from China
and South America are woven in, serving as contrasts to the waxing commercial power of Europe. His phrase for
this method is “retrospective traveling,” and the temptation for a reviewer
is to fall in step beside him, listing the
nuggets he presents so readably: for instance, the evidence for the lack of privacy and comfort even among the
wcalthy until quite recently, or surmises
about the adoption of table manners
gleaned from renditions at different
times of the Last Supper.
Braudel emphasizes the grinding
poverty of everyday existence and how
all classes were meshed in an interdependence so inflexible and unforgiving
that a small change in, say, the frequency of crop rotation could wreck a
kingdom. Moreover, as the market
economy expanded, so did the ability of
an alteration of daily habits to reverberate: Thus, the transformation of sugar
from a luxury into a necessity added a
push to imperial expansion. All this
took place in an atmosphere of monetary chaos, until more reliable coinage
“created a unity of the world,” albeit “a
unity of injustice.”
The dust of history is full of quirky,
novelistic interest, but I myself found
Braudel’s commentson the workings of

higher capitalism more compelling. The
chapter on “Money” is the best in the
book; just sample his discussion of
exactly what happened when monetary
systems broke down and were eclipsed
by barter. Braudel is particularly informative on the instruments of credit that
sprang into use when the inconvenience of metallic coinags was hindering the velocity of money circulation;
there is also a shrewd application of a
bon mor by Joseph Schumpekr to the
effect that metallic coinage is in the end
no less a means of credit than paper
specie or promissory notes-each is
really a tissue of promises and deferred
reality. Having pioneered the tools for
painstakingly reconstructing statistics
from old records, Braudel then dewy
employs them in accounting for the
economies of early capitalism. The
workings of the market exert an allure
that outdoes daily life, at least for me,
which is why I’m looking forward to
the subsequent volumes. From the
author’s description, thcse will explore
the issues raised in the “Money”
chapter more fully.
One of Braudel’s persisting themes
is how, after people had been bound for
centuries by unyielding regularities that
went largely unnoticed, the emergence
of capitalism gave some an unheard of
degree of choice. “Capitalism alone had
comparative freedom of movement,”
says Braudel. That liberty was limited
to’a tiny elite, of course, and even they
did not have much leeway. The “possible” alluded to in the subtitle of this
book was very limited indeed. Braudel
is therefore pessimistic about the
possibilities for a more egalitarian
system, either then or now.
The world was hamstrung between
state and citizen; towns fattened upon
the surrounding countryside; lords
dominated their serfs; each tugged and
was tugged in a skein whose strands
Braudel does much to unwind. He notes
that this “is to return to the language
used by Marx and to walk some of the
way with him, even if one rejects his
precise words or the rigorous process by
which he saw every society moving
from one stage to the next.”
My only quibble with this great book
is that the otherwise excellent illustrations are not well integrated with the
text. We see plenty of photos of old
coins, for example, yet the captions are
too terse to illuminate the words that
surround them. This is a surprising flaw
in a work whose supreme strength lies

in exploring the most farflung connections and showing us how they hook
UP. m

newly available material-declassified
documents and private papers-to
w u " r u c l the interplay of science and
politics that so strongly influenced today's world. The narrative provides
some valuable insights into our present
THE QREATEST POWER ON EARTH: nuclear dilemmas.
THE INTERNATIONAL RACE
An illuminating episode involving
FOR NUCLEAR SUPREMACY
Niels Bohr, one of this century's
by Ronald W. Clark
greatest theoretical physicists, is repre(Harper & Row; ix+342 pp.; $13.95)
sentative. Bohr sought to convince both
Churchill and Roosevelt that keeping
NUCLEAR ILLUSION AND REALITY the atomic bomb project a complete
secret from Stalin was certain to poison
by Solly Zuckerman
relations with Russia and endanger the
(Viking Press; xiv+154 pp.; $10.95)
prospect for peace. He secured a meetCONTROLLING THE BOMB:
NUCLEAR PROLIFERATIONIN
THE 10808
by Lewh A. Dunn
(Yale University Press; xii+209 pp.;

ing with Churchill, which, instcatl of
persuading the British leader that the
scientific community could help to promote better relations with Russia, only
heightened Churchill's apprehcnsions.
Bohr later managed to sec Rooscveli,
even seemed lo impress the president
with his viewpoint and inspire his trust.
But he was outmaneuvered by Churchill, who went so far as to suggest
that Bohr "be confined or at any rate
made to see that he is very near the
edge of mortal crimes."
From the start, intrigues and rivnlries among Western participants in thc

SZl.OOl$6.95)
Albert L. Huebner
Although the story of nuclear power
has been told many times, ;Ihe Gkatesr
Power on Earth makes an important
contribution to the rec6rd. Clark has
combined earlier information with

Cold War Tbcorics
VOLUME I
World Polarization, 1944- 1953
Kenneth W.Thompson
In this first ofa two-volumeexaminationof the
origins, causes, and development of the Cold
War, Kenneth Thompson offers a broad and,
at the same time specific account of its
history and historians.
$18.95

The D o c t M e s of American Fomign Policy
Their Meaning Role, and Future
Cecil V . Crabb. Ir.
In this careful and complete study, the author analyzes the United
States' strong tendency to issue and rely on dplomatic "doctrines"
to regulate its relations with other countries.
$335.00,cloth; $14.95, paper
Monl Responsibility in Conflicts
Essays in Nonviolence, War,and Conscience
lames F. Childress
Raising important questions and suggesting lines of inquiry for further
thought, Moral Responsibility in ConNicts traces the paths of
iustification from nonresistance to nonviolent resistance to violence
520.00
within limits to violence without limits.
The Voegeliriiao Revolution
A Biographical Introduction
Ellis Sandoz
"A masterful intellectual biography of Eric
Voegelin, the leading political philosopher.
of our time ."-Dante Cerm ino
519.95
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