
considerable period of  time. The  New 
Tesrament, which spans about fifty 
years, consists of  biography, com- 
munity history, lettcrs, and, in some 
versions, an apocalypsc. Thc Koran, ex- 
cept for thc opcning vcrscs and a few 
passages in which Muhammad himself 
or the angel Gabriel speaks, contains 
nothing but God’s own Word, rcvcalcd 
over a period of twenty-two years in the 
life of the Prophet. 

More importani. Jews, Christians, 
and Muslinis all believe that it was God 
who gave and Moses who, as  His 
human instrument, recorded the Law, 
or Torah. Moreover. God intervened 
directly in human history on several 
other occasions between the time of 
Moses and thc prophet Ezra, and the 
Jewish. Bible contains all o f  these 
revelations of God to. His peoplc. 
Similarly, in Islam, Muliamniad is 
merely a prophet, a nian to wlioni God 
gavc a revealed Book tliilt hc was in- 
structed to call the Rccitiition, or o/- 
Qitrbti. Christian scripture.on the other 
hand, is something quite different, 
since Jesus produced no ilcw writings 
of his own. The Christian c1;iinis that 
Jesus is both God and niiln, and tlic 
gospels are accounts of J.esus’ words 
and deeds as recorded by his disciples. 
Jesus did not bring a Book; lie was hini- 
self “the Good Ncws.” Thus Islam may 
bc sccn as an almost reactionary rcturn 
to traditional Judaism aftcr the prodi- 
galities of a wayward Christianity. 

In discussing tlic early struggles tliai 
took place over the naiure of the 
Islamic community and its leadership, 
Peters explains clearly and concisely 
the differcnces-cxceedingly valuable 
to us today-bbctwcen tlic Sunnis and 
tlie Shiites. bctwecn the inrain, the 
prayer leader whose office (held by de- 
scendants of Ali) is regarded by the 
Shiites as dcmanding moral rcctitude 
and transmitting a special charisma, 
and ilic nrahrli, an escliato1ogic;il chief 
similar to tlic figure of tlic Mcssiali in  
rabbinic Judaism. Useful, if niore pro- 
vocative, is Pctcrs’s iisscrtion tliilt tlic 
mahdi has been invoked repealcdly in 
Isliiniic history as a challenge to the 
caliph or as a catalyst in Muslim politi- 
cal affairs, but with ncgligible success. 

Thc author also shows how the 
reflections of the pagan Greek theo- 
logians on Logos, or Word, as  the 
first emanation of God may have 

. influenced the early Jewish treatment 
of “Wisdom” as a personification dis- 
tinct from God and an agent in crea- 

tion, and may also account, in part, for 
Paul’s version of Jesus in Colossians as 
tlie preexistent Logos. 

Pctcrs is at his most pcrsuasivc 
whcn tic asscrts that carly Chris- 
tianity’s vcncration of thc saints was 
[he logical outcome of the doctrine of 
the Incarnation. B y  his dual naturc as 
God and nian and by his dcatli and 
rcsurrection, Jesus sanctified matter 
and established a system of sacraments 
that mirrored his own effortless bridg- 
ing of the realms of the spiritual and tlie 
niiiterial. In Judaism and Islam thc only 
bridge was divine revelation. the scrip- 
tures. The Christian view spawned a 
number of doctrines distasteful io the 
sensibilities of the other two-anmong 
them, the Trinity, with its implicit rejcc- 
tion of tiionorheism. the Eucharistic 
sacrifice i n  which nesli is transformed 
into the Word. and the vcncration of 
thc SiIiIitS iind images. Wliilc Judiiisni 
and Isleni had their shnrc of niariyrs 
ittid confessors- those whosc blood or 
holy lives proclaimed their right io be 
vencratcd-the Jews and Muslims were 
unwilling to make thc finc distinctions 
ncccssary to extend to others tlic wor- 
ship due o n l y  to God. 

Like klers’s inviiluilbk HarrPsf o/’ 
Helleiiixtn. Cliildreii I!/ Abraliaui is iI 
continuously fascinating hook for the 
gcncral render and oiie t11:11 scholars 
will rcnd wiili intcrcst mid ciil;lusi:isiii. 

SIBERIAN DEVELOPMENT 
AND EAST ASIA 

by Allen S. Whiting 
(Stanford University Press; 325 pp.: 
S22.50) 

East of MOSCOW. cilst of thc Urals. ~ 1 s t  
cvcn of Irkutsk. and yet iilIiiOSt as large 
as China or tlic United Stales, Easi 
Asiilti Sibcrie CilStS shadows cast. W C S ~ .  

and soutlr. Liiccd by great and difficull 
rivcrs. swept by idiosyncratic winds. 
fogs, rains, and snows. subject to cx- 
treiiies of temperature unniatclied any- 
where on earth, end poised on some- 
times fixed, sometimes writhing per- 
mafrost, this vnst. underpopulated, ;ind 
stratcgically pli\ced territory remains 
largely unknown. 

Travelers, biologists. botanists. gwl- 
ogists, chemists, seismologists, engin- 
eers-most of them Russian-have had 
intimations of the vast cornucopia that 
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awaits: almost liniitlcss Iiydroclcciric 
potential, plus coal, oil, gas, lignite, 
gold, silver, diamonds, copper, tin, 
bauxite, lead. lungsten, zinc, antimony, 
mercury, molybdcni ni,  asbestos, and 
timber. Whiting quotes a Yakutsk say- 
ing: "When God passed over Yakutia 
while creating the world. his hands 
becanic cold and all tlic rich niincriils 
slipped bctween his fingcrs io thc 
ground below." Hc liiniself is sonie- 
wliai less exuberant, because aciual 
knowledge of East Asian Sihcria's 
.weal111 is fragmentary or unreliable,and 
also because trcasures in the ground are 
not "resources" until niiin and cul~ure, 
history and economics come togcrhcr in 
such a way as lo use tlieni to advantage. 

.Siberian Dci~elnpmiir uird Lasf Asia 
aciually offers us two Whitings: onc, 
thc travcler (in 1975 and 1978); thc 
other. the iinalyst. Their collaboration 
offcrs ;in inforniative and sliniulating 
feast for the rcader. 

The ihrce cliapiers by Wlii~ing- lie- 
traveler excite hope tliat by an interna- 
tional cffort, or a l  lcast by iicquicsccnce, 
Easi Asian Sibcria will be a new froiiticr 
for exploriiIio11, offering lhc rcsourccs 
to offset such prcnionilions o f  globill 
doon1 i i s  thc Club o f  Kome's. Whiting- 
the-analyst ciiutiolis i1giiinst expcciing 
too niucli and tells US the hiird-cdgcd 
qucstions lic asks l i inisclf  

"...What is  ilic actuiil milicriil wealih 
of East and Far East Sibcria. and is ii 
accessible? Docs il offcr significant 
relief from eventual shorlages elsc- 
where in  the USSR, cspccially in oil 
ilnd gas'! I f SO, is i t  dcsirablc 10 ilssist 
Moscow in cxploiiing these rcsourccs 
by making crcdiis and tcchnology 
available from abroad, particularly 
from thc United Stiitcs'! Should this 
iissistancc be Iiiiiliipuliitcd in ordcr 10 
influcncc S v i c i  policy, wliciher iowartl 
human rights i l l  Iioiiie or toward inier- 
vention abroad'!" 

"Wlial ;ire tlic srrntegic impliciitioiis 
O f  ihe Baiknl-Ainur riiilroed for Soviet 
military capiihiliiies in the region'! How 
arc these il1lpliciiIions perccivcd in  
Moscow, Bcijing, and Tokyo? How do 
tlic Japaricse view Sibcriaii develop- 
ment:' ... What are Soviet intcntions in 
East Asiii'! Ciiii they be affccted lor bet- 
ter or for worsc by thc prescncc or ab- 
sence of  forcign cooperation in Sibcriaii 
projects'! Whiii docs [lie opening up of 
Siberia portend for thc Pacific basin ant1 
the larger futurc o f  global resources'!'' 

"...How likcly is local or regional tension 
in East Asia to rcpcat the major-nation 
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conflicts of [lie past'! What issues rc- 
main to bc resolved among neighboring 
regimes? How explosive are they? Is 
trade and the bartering o f  technology 
for resources concessionary or mutually 
advantageous? ... How flexible is policy 
over time? ..." 

Whiting suggests that forecasts for 
the future of Siberia can be read not so 
much in Soviei behavior as in  the 
world's doubts about Moscow's inlen- 
tions. Will the international communi- 
ty, for example, accept a Richard Pipes 
hypothesis (satanic) or, rather, a 
Marshall Sliulman hypothesis (prag- 
matic) aboui tlic Soviet Union'! Wash- 
ington has oscillated between the two, 
as has Beijing. Tokyo has leaned quitc 
steadily roward a Shulman hypothesis. 
Indecd, for half a cenlury now ideologi- 
cal bias has been distorting or causing 
turmoil in  t l ie  calculation of priictical 
possibilities for Siberia. 

w Ii i 1 i ng 's coni man d o f the broad 
Easi Asian historical context eliiibles 
him to remind rciiders what has liap- 
pcned boll1 in fiKI and in  the imagina- 
t ion to shape MOSCOW'S, Beijing's 
Tokyo's. and Washington's present 
assessment o f  potcntials and dcsirable 
coiiiiiiitiiiciits in  Eiist Asian Sibcria. I IC 
often ScCIi is 10 bc lamcnting tlicit ii 

future for this colossal arca o f  the USSR 
iind its indigenous population rests 
upon global power-poliiical conccriis 
antl upon thc prcsunicd inicntions of 
Moscow. I IC hints IhaI to iit1ributc ai1 

efficienl antl cohcrcnt slratcgg to 
Moscow ii nd K 11 a bii ro vs k - though t 11 e 
seemingly rational thing to do-could 
l i l C i i l i  dcnying ourselvcs it spcculativc 
but possibly greill multisided stralcgic 
giiili io be gotten from dci i l i~ig will1 East 
Asian Siberia oii i ts  own iiierits. Tlic 
possibilities include a mutually desir- 
iible niovemcnl of Cliincsc labor into 
Siberi;i's iimbcr i i i i l ls, iiii  atlditional 
source of critical energy iind industrial 
riiw m:itcri;ils for Japan. thc "Wcstcr- 
nization" ; ind "civi1i;inizntion" of t l ic 
Sovict burciiucriicy, tlic e~1liirgc~iie~11 of 
world tri~tlc and iiivcstiiicnt thilt is  SO 

desired by Aliicriciin busincss, ii tlciii- 
onstrotion o l  iiiuluiil profit in  a long- 
tcriii intcrn;ition;il joint venturc, sonic 
ciisilig of border tensions, and iiii im- 
proveiiieiil in Sovict forcigncxchangc 
carn i ng capa b i  l i t  ics t h rough i 11 vcsi- 
liicnls t1iiiI would make 1 1 0  contribution 
to Sovict military production. 

Whiling is liiucli 100 fiistidious illid 

cautious to  write policy prescriptions 
for [lie I l i i i tct l  SIiiICS or others. H is  

findings, howevcr. have inviicd one 
readcr to brood iIbouI an attractive 
possibility: that a boldly comprehensive 
illid successful multini~tional response 
to ihe numbcrless chnllcnges of the in- 
hospitable Siberiirn climate', in building 
the mutual trust that comes from 
cooperation in  ii l imitcd and construc- 
live purpose. might begin to dissolve 
some of' the ilanielcss fears that affect 
other confrontiitiolis between Moscow 
and Washington. On Whiting's cvi- 
dcncc, such an undcrtaking in  East 
Asian Siberia offcrs a low-risk experi- 
ment and [lie possibility of a very high 
rcturn for all conccrned. 

With tlic climatc in today's Oval 
Offke, many would consider such an ex- 
periment unlikcly indecd. Still, thc 
gcstiiiion o f  i l l 1  imporrani new idea has 
riirclg been trouble-Tree. I f  this one car- 
rics to tcriii, Whiting should cliiilii 
pa lcrii i I y . $Vi? 

MONSIGNOR QUIXOTE 
by Graham Greene 
(Simon & Schustcr; 221 pp.;  $12.95) 

Revicwing tlic latesl work by Graham 
Greenc is like criticizing tlic architec- 
ture o f  thc pyramids: presuniptuous iit 
best. Alter all. oiiu docs not "review" 
monuments, one reveres them. And 
with sonic iwcnty or so novcls. s i x  
plays, several dozen shori stories, two 
volumcs o f  aulobiography. and an 
B S S O  r t m c 11 t o I' ess ii y s bc h i ii d h i ni , 
Graham Grcenc is every bit the nionu- 
mcnt. Indeed. his slalurc as living 
Englishman of Bcllcs Lcttres is sharcd 
only with that otlicr criiliky gcnius in 
sclf-cxilc, Kobcrt Gravcs. 

Understanda b l  y , i t  i s  soii ici  i iiies 
tlifficull for us to rcmcnibcr thiit tlic 
Grnliiliii Grecnc of Nice, I'riilice, iilitl 
autlior of  such rccciii i i t les iaS 771~  
Hiirimrr Fanrror ( 1978). Dr. f.'isc.her of 
Gc/ipva (1980), i i l ld IIOW :Mniisi,pinr 
C)iii.rnre is  tlic siiiiic Graham Greenc 
who produced tlic chilling Urighrnn 
H n d  i n  1936 and the lovcly--antl for 
sonic, likc me. his finest work- Tlrc 
Jkwrr o f  rlw MUW in 1948. With such 
accomplishnienis i iow sonic f k r y  ycars 
hcliintl him, should anyone care what a 
revicwer hiis 10 Sily in 1982'! 

Probably not, and i t  is just ns well. 
Grccne has earned his 1)liice i n  tlie 
Grand Tradition. and il' in tlie nexl ceii- 


