
The Passing Parade 
Even’the usually dull speeches of foreign ministers at 
meetings of the General Assembly provide a fascinat- 
ing glimpse of national priorities. If nothing else, the 
Assembly is a sounding board, a place where ideas 
may be proposed and tested. The opening of the thir- 
ty-seventh session of the General Assembly occa- 
sioned the visit of four heads of state, as well as a 
number of foreign ministers, who thought it’ impor- 
tant to give the world a glimpse of what they consider 
a proper agenda. 

T h c  Brazilian Government’s chief executive 
warned that the world was facing economic collapse, 
which could be avoided only if the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank took emergency 
measures with regard to world trade and lending 
policies. He also had some unkind words for thc major 
industrial powers. President Marcos of the Philippines 
stressed economic issues too, calling for the sort of 
global negotiations that are supposed to be a prelude 
to moving wealth from rich countries to poor ones. 

Thc president of Cyprus asked the U.N. to work at 
removing the Turkish soldiers who have been occupy- 
ing one-third of the island for eight years now. The 
new president of Lebanon requested U.N. support in 
removing all foreign troops from his country. 

New Zealand’s foreign minister mounted the 
rostrum to advise that the Cambodian situation en- 
dangered all of Southeast Asia and asked that support 
be given Prince Sihanouk’s coalition government. 
China’s representative praised Third World countries 
for joint efforts at changing the old international eco- 
nomic order. Iraq’s foreign minister accused Iran of 
having designs on the entire Arabian Gulf region, in’- 
cluding Saudi Arabia. The delegate from the Ukraine 
attacked the ‘United States for building ever more 
lethal nuclear weapons. 

U.S. Secretary of State Schultz spoke abovt the war 
in Lebanon and called for Arab recognition of Israel 
and everyone’s recognition of the rights of Palestin- 
ians. He also thought it  necessary to make some 
mention of the “global agenda”- U.N. shorthand for 
talks on helping thc poor of the Third World. 

Though General Assembly speeches often seem ir- 
relevant, designed for home consumption, this time 
each speaker felt the need to comment on the declin- 
ing influence of the world organization itself. Perhaps 
they were taking their cue from the report of the sec- 
retary-general, issucd in the prcvious month, which 
cited member-nations for bypassing the U.N. and ig- 
noring the Security Council. None, however, sug- 
gested ways to enhance the U.N.’s influence, which 
would, of course, involve reassessing the national in- 
terest to include consideration of the international in- 
terest. 

The IAEA at Twenty-Five 
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), with 
headquarters in Vienna, was established as the U.N.’s 
clearinghouse for information on nuclear energy and 
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given research resources of its own. Inspection teams 
were trained in nuclear-safety techniques, and it was 
the expressed hope of the organizers that the teams 
would prevent conversion of atomic power plants to 
weapons ,production. 

Just after the agency’s new director, Hans Blix, 
took;office, he admitted that the IAEA was inade- 
quately staffed and lackcd the power to control the 
sprcad of nuclear weapons. In a special supplemcnt to 
a twenty-five year survey of the IAEA’s work, Blix is 
more circumspect, emphasizing the agency’s role in 
putting nuclear technology to clearly beneficial use. 
’ In partnership with the Food and Agriculture 
Agency, another U.N. affiliate, nuclear technology has 
been applied to food preservation, pest control, de- 
velopment of new plant strains, vaccincs to improve 
the quality of livestock. Isotopes have helped in the 
mapping of water resources. In medicine, nuclear 
technology has been used in dcvcloping countries to 
control malaria and other diseases. In cooperation. 
with the World Health Organization, the IAEA is 
seeking a more accurate measurement of radiotherapy 
in cancer treatment. 

Energy and safety are, of course, the main function 
of thc agency. According to the supplemcnt, in 1981 
nuclear power plants produced energy equivalent to 
what is provided by all the oil wells in Saudi Arabia. 
Defending the development of nuclear energy, Blix 
stresses its role in helping to avoid the sort of disasters 
that have befallen the environment in the past, affect- 
ing our health and causing climatic changes-e.g., the 
depletion of natural resources and the destruction of 
forests and lakes that are the result of rapid and 
unrestrained industrial growth. But, he notes, the 
problem of nuclear waste has yet to be solvcd. 

At the September meeting of the IAEA, the Arab 
countries, with support from the USSR and some 
Third World nations, collected enough votes to dcny 
credentials to Israel. The U.S. delegation walkcd out of 
the meeting, and the United States suspended pay- 
ments to the agency. The US.. Great Britain, and 
other U.N. memberscontend that such denial is inap- 
propriate, and cven illegal, under the U.N. Charter. 

Notes From All Over 
The AFL-CIO reports that the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) kept to the straight and narrow 
during its last session, restricting itself to trade union 
activities and union rights. The U.S. had left thc ILO 
for two years and suspended its financial support be- 
cause of what it dccmed excessive political bickering 
and anti-U.S. propaganda .... A dispute over patent laws 
is simmering at a U.N. conference in Geneva. Third 
World governments are requesting the right to pro- 
duce patented inventions after eighteen months if the 
product is not one that is manufactured in their coun- 
try. American, European, and Japanese patent holders 
are resisting this attempt of the less-developed coun- 
tries to gain control of advanced technology and con- 
sider this a form of expropriation .... The U.S. may well 
be the only nation that will refuse to sign the Law of 
the Sea Treaty when conferees meet in Jamaica in 
December. STEPHEN S. FENICHELL 


