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for the 27st Centurv - 

CHINA: ALIVE IN THE BITTER SEA 
by Fox Butterfield 
(Times Books; xii+468 pp.: S19.95) 

CHINA WINTER: WORKERS, MANDARINS 

by Edoarda Masi 
(E. P. Dution; xi+369 pp.; S19.95) 

AND THE PURGE OF THE GANG OF FOUR 

As Pcking Bureau chief for the :\’w 
York 7’itnc~s i n  1979 anti 1980. Fox But- 
terficld-traiiictl iit Ilarvard in John K.  
Fnirbiin k P Chi nil progrmii i intl  veteriirl 
of scveriil other Asian hureuux of thc 
Tit,ic~s-\wiiS in ii uniquc position to pro- 
vide his readers with diiily glimpses ol‘ii 

country closed to thcni for ovcr ;I 

quarlerccnturp. Ilaving SCI out tcn 
ycars carlicr lo bccomc thc 7’itirc~s cor- 
respondent in Peking. Ruttcrfield ini- 
tially siiw his appoinrmeni ;is the‘ cui- 
niination ol‘his dreams. By the tiriic tic 
had finished the manuscript for this 
book, howcvcr, hc had hcconic tlisillu- 
sioncd with China. 

Dutterfield’s piclure of the Pcoplc’s 
Republic today is :in important iitlvancc 
over thc nitive, I)ropilganda-distortetl 
rc po r t s fro ni cco n o m is t s , hi o vi e 
actresses, and olhcr pundits who niadc 
brief trips 10 Chinii during tlic pcriod 
bclwecn Prcsident Nixon’s opcning to 
Chin ii ii 11 (I t h e nor iii ii I i Zii t ion 0 f rc 13- 

tions. I n  coIiti-ii?jt to his Aiiicriciin pre- 
decessors of the pas1 dccatlc. Ruttcrficld 
Iins an exccllent command of Chincsc. 
Ile spent long months cxploring 
Chinesc socicty. sccking to flesh out in- 
for ni a1 ion from officii1 I sourccs . Si ncc 
Chinil is ii closctl socicty and, as Hut- 
tcrficld says i n  his introduction, ii 

“police stiitc,” this WBS no easy matter. 
His pcrsistencc piiid off, and il widc 
numbcr of unofficial1 sources providcd 
hini with dctiiils ol’ [hc grim horrors of 
tlic “Grcat I’rolctiirian Cultural Revolu- 
tion.“ A number also niadc i t  clear to 
hini that tlic pattcrn of official abuse of 
power by no means had cndcd with the 
rcstoralion of Deng Ximping and the 
purge of thc Gang or Four. Workers, 
children of high officinls, and Com- 
munist party nieiiibcrs recounted talc 
after talc of corruption, nepotism, 
abuse of power, and oppression. IIc is 

able to detail thc incpt supccvision of 
public construction leading to apart- 
nicnt coniplcxcs witliout indoor plurnh- 
ing, stccl mills t h a t  consume a n  cntirc 
province’s clectricity production, and 
cost ovcrruiis i n  cxccss of SI0 billion on 
ncw projccts to modcrnizc China’s iron 
and stcel industry. 

Bullcrfieltl’s book is offcretl only 
portly to SCI the record straight. The 
rcatlcr quickly scnscs I‘roni his stridcnt 
toric t h i i I  Chinil’S failurc IO livc u p  to its 
Stiitcd idcols is ii pcrsoiiiil all’roni 10 

him. As piirr of the gcncration of stu- 

dents trained during the Vietnam war, 
Butterfield, it would seem. was pre- 
disposed to view the Communist party 
in China synipatheiicolly, as victim of a 
misguided U.S. Governmcnt antipathy. 
The U.S. stubbornly opposcd Mao (and 
his presunied clients i n  Victnaiii) out of 
a blind anticommunism ilnd failcd to 
rccognizc that iI gratcful Chinesc pop- 
ulace genuinely supported its libcrii- 
tors. In fact, Butterfield’s only othcr ex- 
tended published work--his contribu- 
l i o n  wliilc ii graduiitc student io ii con- 
ference volunic on tlnicricm niission- 
aries in Chinii-rcvc:ils this. Describing 
1J.S. missionary rciiction to Communist 
guerrillas in  the late 1930s. Butterfield 
argucd t h a t  niissionarics w i t h  ex- 
pericncc of Chincse Communists in the 
ficltl OvcrciiIiIc their distrust of the 

;igrari;in rcfornicrs. iillics i n  the battlc 
iigilinst povcrty iind oppression of 
China’s rlowntrotldcn ni;isscs. Having 
held this posilion ;ig:iinst thc onslaught 
of the Am‘~ricii~~ Right. i t  Iias bee11 ii hit- 
ter expcricncc for Bultcrficld iind othcr 
intcrprclcrs ol‘ niodcrn Chinn to dis- 
cover IliiiI all W i t s  1101 rosy during 1110 

past thir ty  ycars in t h ; i t  country ;ind 
11i;it evcn tlic chrges of t l ic likes of 

“KCCIS” i ind ciitilc IO scc Ihcrn as 

“Harrowing and hopcfiil . . . recommentled.” --Library Journal 

IFORCED I 

“A balanced, sensitive, well-informed ovcrvicw of the niiijor 
moral-technological issues looming beforc 11s. . . . All of thcsc 
present 11s with ‘forced o tions’ because onc way or nnothcr 
they haw to be dealt wit!. . . . Exemplary. . . an cthical hnl- 
ancc shcet of contemporary civili7~tion.” --Kirkus Reviews 
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John Foster Dulls held a grain of truth. 
The  frustrations of a reporter in 

China are no doubt also responsible for 
Butterfield’s bitterness. He is followed 
and his surroundings are bugged; a spy 
is assigned to work in his office and re- 
port on him; communications with the 
outside world are difficult and slow. 
Furthermore, his physical appearance 
alone makes it impossible for him to 
lose himself in the socicty hc is observ- 
ing, and the Chincsc suspicion of 
foreigners complicates his job. It is not 
surprising, then, that Butterfield col- 
lects the litany of woes of misfits and 
dissidents but cannot become familiar 
with the “average Chinese.” It is not for 
want of trying. .Reporting from China 
places a peculiar burdcn iJn thc corre- 
spondent. He can get only a biased view 
of  society from his available sources. 
Objectivity means conformity to real- 
ity, and in China this reality is with- 
held. Butterfield tries to make the best 
of it. Sometimes he  succeeds admirably, 
as in his discussion of life in the 
countryside. Judiciously, he uses in for- 
mation given him by a girl he calls 
Lihua, filling it out with statistics avail- 
able in official ‘publications and the 
works of  academic China specialists. 
Butterfield, however, is quite careful to 
qualify this description by noting that 
he has been based in Beijing and has lit- 
tlc firsthand knowledge of conditions in 
the countryside. 

Butterfield’s conclusion, on the other 
hand, shows the pitfalls of making 
assumptions from limited data. On his 
departure flight from China, seated 
next to a student going abroad to study, 
Butterfield strikes up a conversation 
that ends (as does the book) with her 
statement: “If China ever opened its 
doors, everybody would go. .To the 
United States.” The implication is that 
this young woman speaks for her na- 
tion, and she may well express the sen- 
timents of  hundreds of thousands of 
her countrymen who, hardened by 
years of political turmoil and embit- 
tercd by China’s continuing poverty, 
want to escape abroad. Yet millions 
more-by far the vast majority of 
Chinese-arc tied by ancestry, family, 
and friendships to China and would 
never think of leaving. Indeed, life out- 
side China would be a frightening 
prospect for all but a handful of edu- 
cated, fairly sophisticated Chincse. 

Nonetheless, this volume s tands 
against a backdrop of  other works as  a 
corrective to ignorance and cant. It may 
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prove as  discomfiting to American in- 
tellectuals as was Simon Leys’s Chinese 
Sliadows to the European. . 

Masi’s book was published in Italy 
almost four years ago and has only now 
been translated. Ironically, it may cause 
more of a stir today, when Western 
readers have been bombarded with sto- 
ries of the Cultural Revolution in China 
and the depredations of  those who held 
power as Mao Zcdong’s health failed. 
Edoarda Masi will havc none of it, how- 
ever. She was teaching Italian as a 
foreign expert in the Shanghai Foreign 
Languages Institute during 1976-77 and 
had the opportunity to observe cvents 
in China during the critical year in 
which Mao died and the Gang of  Four 
were deposed by the politically more . 
conservative group Icd by Deng Xiao- 
ping, now holding power. In her vicw, 
the political situation was excellent 
when she arrived. The  country was . 
making great strides in giving workers 
at all levels real control over their lives, 
and a happy egalitarianism pervaded 
Chinese life. Within the year she spent 
in Shanghai, as she would have it, there 
was a coup d%tat by a small coterie of 
disgruntled bureaucrats who, furious at 
the erosion of  their privileges and 
power, sought to’rcvcrsc the tide of thc 
previous twenty years of Chinese histo- 
ry. She is bitter that they seem to have 
succeeded. 

Edoarda Masi is someone who finds 
the Italian Communist party unaccept- 
ably bourgeois; it is not surprising that 
the China of the Gang of Four appealed 
to her. As shc lays out her political 
views, the shock of her defense of a 
generally discredited pcriod of Chi- 
nese history gradually dissipates. Yet 
surprisingly, as she recounts her per- 
sonal life in China, her friendships with 
other foreign teachcrs, her experiences 
with Chinese colleagues, and her reac- 
tions to the situations confronting a 
foreigner living under the limitations 
imposed on Chincsc socicty, her views 
become quite credible. She is witty and 
astute, and her political beliefs never 
cloud her judgments of character. She 
admits to a fondness for the bourgeois- 
but-intelligent-and-gcnerous fellow 
teacher who is assigned caretaking 
duties for her, and she admits her dis- 
taste for another politically correct but 
dull and lazy teacher in her section. She 
becomes very attached to the child of 
two Spanish teachers from Peru but de- 
scribes quite frankly her manipulative 

behavior and vanity. Most important, 
in a society and at a time when people 
are drawing up sides over a single issue, 
she  makes fine distinctions. Sympa- 
thetic to China’s strugglc, Masi is ever 
the European intellectual. 

Despite her political leanings, Masi’s 
intelligence and critical acuity are what 
make this book so valuable. No matter 
how she comes out on the Gang of 
Four, her documentation of changes in 
political rhetoric and public pronounce- 
ments during her year in China pro- 
vides much insight into the abrupt 
changes that the Chinese are obliged by 
their govcrnment to live with and ac- 
cept. She shows up for what they are 
the political study classes that the 
Chinese use to try to twist meaning out 
of contradictory policy documents: ex- 
ercises in obfuscation. On a more basic 
level she provides several illustrations 
of how news travels in a closed society, 
especially where foreigners have access 
to outside, uncensored information of 
greater reliability than that offered 
citizeiis by the government: Rumors 
picked up from foreign radio news ser- 
vices will be stoutly denied, only to be 
proven true in a fcw days’ time. The 
compromises her Chinese colleagucs 
must make to stay abreast of the ever- 
changing “line” a rc  painstakingly 
dctailed. In a world where yesterday’s 
heresy is today’s gospel, her commit- 
ment to truth compels her to persist in 
pointing out the inconsistencies and lies 
that are essential to maintaining the il- 
lusion of adherence to orthodox Marx- 
ism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. 

Sympathetic as  Masi makes her 
views, eventually they have to be ques- 
tioned. She leavcs China an unregener- 
ate Maoist, in spite of the best evidence 
available to Western researchers and 
the testimony of  thousands of Chinese 
who have spoken to journalists, foreign 
residents, and visitors. Even allowing 
for Chairman Mao’s famous dictum 
that “A revolution is not a dinner par- 
ty,” the documented devastation of the 
period from 1965 to 1976 prcscnts the 
politically committed believer with the 
unpalatable alternatives of evading the 
evidence or admitting the devastation 
and calling it the price of social change. 
But this is hardly humanitarian and 
calls into question t h e  claims the  
revolution makes for the improvement 
of the human condition. The smugness 
of some Chinese intellectual circles, 
now that their position once again is 
secure, is not enough to justify Masi’s 



conviction that thcir fiite during the 
Cultural Rcvolution was dcscrved. It 
docs, however, point out ii potcntial 
source of friction for Ihe future,one the 
Chinesc would be foolish to ignore. 

SOVIET PERCEPTIONS 

by John Lenczowski 
(Cornell University Prcss; 318 pp.; 
$25.00) 

OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 

THE POLITICS OF ECONOMIC 
MODERNIZATION IN THE 
SOVIET UNION 

and Robbin F. Laird 
by Erik P. Hoffmann 

(Cornell University Prcss; 215 pp.; 
S 19.50) 

Angela E. Sierir 

The succcssion proccss in the Sovict 
Union has begun, although Brczhnev 
remains in power. Since thc Sovict po- 
litical system lacks rcgularizcd mechan- 
isms for choosing ncw leaders, i t  is only 
after an intensc period of  jockeying for 
power thal a new Party chicf-or ruling 
group-can emerge. Western media 
tend to focus on thc immediate qucs- 
tion of a successor to- Brezhncv, but 
whoever that individual is, hc will still 
be part of thc Politburo inner circle. 
Thc more interesting question is whet 
the whole post-Brczhncv gciicration of 
Soviet leaders will look like and how 
thcy will rule thc USSR whcn, by the 
end of the decide, the currcnt gcron- 
tocracy has passed away. 

These two books, which are based 
on a thorough cxaminalion of' Sovict 
sources, seek to ilnswcr thc succcssion 
qucstion by :rnalyzing the dcbate within 
the USSR over the fulurc of Soviet 
politics. Each focuses on different 
aspects of the Soviet system and offcrs 
a contrasting political assessment. Both 
address four ccntral issucs: What arc 
thc main diffcrences between Sovict 
traditionalists and Sovict modcrnizers 
in two core areas: developments within 
the USSR and East-Wesl relations? To 
what extent do these public vicws 
represcnt their advocates' genuine con- 
victions? How much influcncc do these 
analysts have on Soviet policy-makers? 
And what are the implications of these 
contrasting Soviet pcrceptions for 
future East-West rclations? In sum, 
should the debate between conserva- 

. 

%arries a considerable intellectual wallop.. .cogent and caretiilly 
presented--and likely to  providc rcligioiis rducators with somc potent 
ammunition 3 

Brilliantly exposes the sectarian ism \v 11 ic 11 has d ( mi i 11 aced t h i 11 king 
about puMc cducarion.9 

cLBrings a genuinely fiesh perspective t o  tlic vcsed problem of thc 
scIiooIs, tIic family, religion, and tIic statc.m 

-Kirkus Krvic\r. 

-Richid JOIIII Ncuhaus 
rlrtrbar (with I'rrrr Ryqrrl i f I i )  I:iiipo\vcr I'coylc 

-James Hitchcock, St. I.ouis l!ni\crsin 

-Mark A. Knoll, Illillcarom Collcgllc 
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