
period of just two yeus ,  1978-80, the num- 
bcr of privately owned small businesscs grcw 
from 12,000 to 390.000, and the number 
of liccnsed artisans and freelance lahorcrs 
increased to wcll ovcr a million. 

In addition. China after Mao's dcath was 
opened to forcign investment, both direct 
and indirect. But by far the biggest changes 
wcurrcd in thc agricultural sector. Swecp- 
ing policy changes allowing pciisants to en- 
large their private plots, obtain bank loiins. 
raise morc of their own livestock. and the 
like meant that by 1981 no lcss thiin B third 
of China's agriculture had rcvertcd to pri- 
vate farming. 

For the rcader who wades through nearly 
five hundred p a p  of occasionally turgid 

and oddly ;isernbled material, thc rcliitivcly 
succinct concluding chaptcr is a welcornc 
surprise. Short's discussion of the triangular 
balance of power configuration of Wash- 
ington, Moscow, and Peking and the emcr- 
gent intcrnation;il system is engaging, 
though not free of ambiguily and inconsis- 
tcncy. The United Statcs, he argues. must 
make a choice between rhc carrot and thc 
stick in dealing with the Soviets: "tlicrc is 
no logical middle path." I-le makes clear 
where his own preferences lie: "Feeding a 
bcar satisfies it for ;i whilc, but the result 
is a strongcr bcar. Thc lcsson of morc than 
a thousand years of Russiiili history is that 
the appetite of this bcar grows with the 
eating." In this connection he nolcs that a 
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top-lcvcl Sovict foreign policy spccialist, 
Politburo nicrnbcr Boris Ponommv, R;itly 
prcdictctl i n  1978 that thc world w m  "hcad- 
ing towards an cpoch in which socialism, 
in different concrete forms conditioncd by 
the history of  ciich'country. will bc the clom- 
inant social systcni on earth." 

The irnplications of Short's dim view of 
Soviet aims iirc rathcr obvious. However 
unpalatable the PKC's brand of politics 
might be to tlic United Stales, both sidcs 

policies mulually reinforcing s o  as toextract 
concessions in the form ol'pilitic:il restraint 
for a comniokkivcrsary ." 11 rates mcn- 
tioning thiit thc only contingency Soviet id- 
eologists recognize as ii future threat to thc 
fiivorible "comlation of fon.cs" upon which 
predictions like Ponomaccv's arc based is 
one in which the. Unitcd.St;itcs iind China 
cntcr into ii riiilitiuy-political entente. How- 
ever, this docs not mean thilt the U.S. and 
China should seck ;I formiil ;illiancc or give 
the appciiriincc of ganging up on the Soviet 
Union: "the stick of cncirclciiicnt must be 
attiichcd to the carrot ol' compromise and 
co-existence." Unforturiiitcly this advice, 
however apposite, is easier to hmd out than 
carry out. as the author's own inconsistency 
on this point suggests. 

Short's conclusions: ( I )  thc greatest thrcat 
to tlic'sccurity of [tic West is Soviet cx- 
pansionism: (2) iit the siiinc time. the con- 
tinuccl r iv i i l y  bctwccn thi: two sul~crp)wcrs 
is inherently unstable; (3) the best h o p  for 
p i c c  rests on thc cincrgcncc of a "trian- 
gular h;il;incc" in which the Soviet bloc. the 
Wcst. i d  China indcpcndcntly pursue pol- 
icies of dCtcntc biickctl by mi1it:iry strength. 
11 is diflicult to see how China can hold up 
its end in this contest ol' the supcrpowcrs. 

have rciisoI1 "to wiiilt 10 11iiikc thcir 
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IN SEARCH OF THE SPIRIT 
OF CAPITALISM: AN ESSAY 
ON MAX WEBER'S PROTESTANT 
ETHIC THESIS 

by Gordon Marshall 
(Columbia University Press; 230 pp.; 
522.50/9 10" 

WEBER, THE IDEAL TYPE, 
AND MODERN SOCIAL THEORY 

by Susan J. Hekman 
University of Notre Dame Press; 200 pp.; 
sl'~.9s/sio.os) 

Ronald Glussrnun 

Then: has becn a renaissance in Wcber 
scholiuship in the last few years. After a 
gcncration of misinterpretations of both his 
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substantive and his methodological cn- 
deavors. scholarly light seems finally to be 
focused on Wcbcr’s prodigious contribu- 
tions to our understanding of society and 
sociology. 

It was W c k r  who lirst called our iitten- 
tion to the ongoing bureaucratization of the 
economy and the polity. l i e  warncd of the 
mthoritarian tendencies cinbcddcd in this 
apparently neutral administrative appua- 
tus. It was also Wcbcr who predicted that 
the decline of rcligion would lead not only 
to the rational world view so dcu to the 
Enlightenniciit theorists iind to Marx, but 
also tc? a “disenchantment” with the world 
and a wilhdfiiwid fmm it into a privatc sphcn: 
of narcissistic hedonism. 

In terms of stxial science. Webcr again 
was ahead of his time. The dcbiitc bclwwn 
the positivists and the phenomcnologists 
scerncd to leave the social sciences in an 
irrcconcilablc episteiiiologiciil bind. Social 
scientists can gmund their scicncc either in 
the abstract categories of analysis necessary 
for a causal explanation of human behavior 
or in  the subjective rrieanings of hunian 
bcings. What had not h c n  noiiccd until thc 
retent Webcr rcnaissancc is that Webcr’s 
idtv~l  pc provides the nicthodological 
bridge between the subjective and objective 
scientific analysis of human social action. 
These two superb new books provide us 
with as clear ii presentation of  Wckr’s  most 
famous substantive and mcthtwlological 
contributions as can bc accomplished. 

Webcr’s I’rotcstant ethic thesis prcflucctl 
one of the most heated controversies o f  
modem scholarship. Marshall points out. 
however, that though voluminous, the de- 
bate was not fruitful, for most of it revolved 
around misintcrpret;itions of  Wcbcr’s po- 
sition. such iis that Wcbcr was substituting 
a spiritual interprctation of history for the 
Marxian matcrial one. 

Many of the misinterpretations of Wc- 
bcr’s statement of the link bctwecn ascetic 
Protestantism i d  industrial capitalism lx- 
curred becilusc the full corpus of Weber’s 
work was not availablc to his c d y  critics. 
Weber’s complete works are now available. 
and Gordon Marshall utilizes this corpus to 
explode systematically each of  the major 
criticisms of Webcr’s thesis. 

He points out co~cct ly .  that Weber did 
nor theorize that ascetic Protestantism alone 
was the cause of industrial capitalism. We- 
ber specifically identified other causcs, such 
as machine technology, the rational sci- 
entific world view, and an independent and 
increasingly powerful class of trade capi- 
talists. Ascctic Protestantism, however, was 
the central causc of industrial capitalism 
because it prohibited slavery, exalted work, 

and legitiniatcd monetary wealth, while for- 
bidding the acquisition of luxury goods and 
a luxurious lifestyle. Though machine pro- 
duction with wage labor could have oc- 
C U K C ~  in Renaissance Italy, ancient China, 
or the market cities of Gemany, it did not, 
and Calvinism was thc reason. 

Why did the industrial revolution occur 
where and whcn it did‘? Marshall does not 
adhss  this question dkwtly, but one conles 
away from In  Search of the Spirir of Cup- 
irufism not only with a better understanding 
of Webcr but also with a clear sense of the 
direction futurc criticisni of Weber’s thesis 
should take. 

Finally, in disposing of the emncous no- 
tion, repudiated by Weber himself, that a 
spiritual conception of history should be 
substituted lor a material one, Marshall pre- 
sents Weber’s actual aim: to develop a mul- 
ticausal thoory of cultural-historical c h g c .  
The author accuratn!y p i n t s  out that not 
only is this one of Weber’s great contri- 
butions to the social sciences, but it ~I lows 
for reconciliation with the general corpus 
of sociological inquiry the Marxian insight 
into the material causes of social life and 
social change. 

If the key to the origin of industrial cap- 
italism is complex and controversial, thc 
key to thc cpistcmology of the social sci- 
ences is even more so. Yet in W P ~ P Y ,  rhe 
Iileul Type, imd Modern Social Theory, 
Hekman pulls together the sophiskated U- 
gunicrits of the mcxlcm postpositivist the- 
orists and links them to Weber’s earlier 
insights to produce a much clearer picture. 
Weber was often misunderstood in his for- 
nidation of the objectivity of causal anal- 
ysis and the subjectivity of human social 
action as the starting point for social anal- 
ysis. 

Hckman, like Marshall, first provides us 
with an impcccablc exposition of Weber’s 
pohition on the methodology of the social 
sciences. And, like Marshall, she is no 
apologist for Weber; where she believes he 
is mistaken, she painstakingly points out 
why. 

Hiiving established Weber’s position. she 
systematically takes up thc various critiqucs 
of that position that have emerged in con- 
temporary litcraturc. She divides the criti- 
cisms into “subjectivist” critiques and 
“structuralist” critiques. Among the sub- 
jectivists Hckman critically reviews the 
phenomenologists and thc common lan- 
guage analysts. Her expositions of the works 
of Schutz and Winch an: iniporfant in them- 
selves. but her drawing of the contrast be- 
tween these positions and that of Weber 
makes them all the mom profound. From 
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the structuralists she chooses to confront 
the works of Althusscr and Iiabcrmas. for- 
midable fws rcprescnting respectively the 
neo-Marxist and the Critical Theory schools 
of thought. 

Hekman’s argument can be summed up 
in this way: Structuralists, like the Marxists 
and the Functionalists, tend to reify con- 
structed categories-classes, mles, mcxics 
of’ production, institutions, and thc like- 
so that they lose a11 connection to the pcoplc 
who comprise them; subjectivists. like the 
phenomenologists. hcrmcncuticists, and 
common language analysts, tend to eschew 
the construction of catcgorics and thus arc 
left with nothing but the description of in- 
tcrsubjective meanings. The structuralists 
lose touch with their subject matter, while 
the subjectivists lose the ability to do causal 
analysis. Weber’s nco-Kantian ideal-type 
methodology. however, adniits both the in- 
tersuhjcctivc meanings ol‘ everyday life and 
the construction of scientific catcgorics. 

These books should be mad and pondered 
for years to  conic; their iinplications arc 
profound for the understanding of both 
modem society and niodcni stKiiil scicncc. 

THE AGE OF TRIAGE: 
FEAR AND HOPE IN AN 

by Richard L. Rubenstein 
OVERCROWDED WORLD 

(Uc;icon Press; vii + 301 pp.; S15.50)  

If ever there was a basis for the claim thilt 

civilization is making moral progress, i t  dis- 
appeared with the mass murders of the 
twcntieth ccntury--the lurkish wiir o f  ex- 
termination against the Armenians, Stalin‘s 
Gulag, the Nazi death camps. However, in 
science and technology wc have made con- 
siderahle progress. and ironically it is thcsc 
advances that provided the means lor the 
moral enormities. Wc may arguc. of course. 
that scientific and technological advances 
did not necessarilj lead to mass murder; so 
the question persists, pcrhaps the most im- 
portant of all contemporary social qiics- 
tions: What in fact did cause thcsc acts of 
political barbarism, what nmdt them hap- 
pen? Richard Kubcnstein, who addresses 
this large and complex question, can hardly 
be faulted for failing to answer it. Rut 7hc 
ARC of ’liiugc? is marred by two scrious 
distortions: a myth-like simplification of the 
causes of genocide that, in tum, gives way 
to an appeal for a magical solution. As in 
all melodrama, whew feeling substitutes for 
fact, this one nianagcs only to trivializc the 

events. 
The Age of ’liiagc. offers i ~ s  its thesis il 

rough equation: “surplus” populations k i d s  
to social disruption and ultimately to an- 
nihilation of the surplus. Evidcnce for this 
p r o “ ,  Rubenstcin asseits. antedates !he 
twentieth century-for example, the land- 
enclosure of Tudor England and the Irish 
famine of 1846-48. (Continuing his indict- 
ment of the English, Rubcnstcin considers 
the famine to have been contrived by them, 
and also inculpates them for the Nazi gcn- 
ocide against the Jews.) The same phenorn- 
enon of surplus population triggered the 
more recent designs for exterminating the 
Armenians, Kulaks, Jcws, and Kampu- 
cheans. It will soon threaten the United 
States of Konald Reagan unless the policics 
of his administration can he altered. 

The battlefield-hospital temi “triage“ 
xrves as a mctaphor in thcx othcrwisc quitc 
different instances of actuiil or potential mass 
killing: A surplus p)ptIliition is chosen for 
elimination in order to assure the survival 
of other parts of the populirtion. Some priic- 

between the German Jews iind an “insccuir 
indigenous riiiddle class.” 

Not an “objective” surplus, then, but a 
prrc:eir.cd surplus has caused the events 
Kulxnstein descrihcs; that is, ii part of the 
population is considered cxpcndiiblc by an- 
other pitrt that is in .a position to do the 
expending. But if this sensc of “surplus” is 
supposed to explain why the Nmis killed 
the Jcws (and not only, after all. the Gwncin 
Jews) or why the English forced the mass 
emigration from Ireland. we arc back to 
explaining opiates in relation to their “dor- 
mitivc power.” 

Whclr ttciw nti karncd) Why some poups 
rather than others conic to be viewed as 
surplus; why some perceptions of surplus 
population, but not others, have led to at- 
tempts ilt irnnihilation; how the actions in 
response to such judgments arc initiated, 
and by whom-these iire the basic questions 
for any historical analysis, and they remain 
untouched. Ruhenstcin’s only explanatory 
model is that of Maithus and the Social 
Darwinists, with its prcniisc o f  scarcity and - .  

tical nicasurcs I I I ~ , $ I ~  be tiken now (and *. presage of a continuing Wiir for survival. 
presumably could have been taken in the 
past) to break the causal chain-for ex- 
ample, ;I program ol’ guarantcctl employ- 
ment that would, Kuhcnstcin supposcs. 
absorb the surplus population of the un- 
cmployctl. Ru t  even such mild remedies arc 
more easily named than applied. Ruhcri 
stein acknowledges. What is required, 
thcrcforc. is a religious revolution-not a 
Marxist one or even necessarily ii theistic 
onc, but one that breaks through thc general 
commitment to individualism imd to utili- 
tarianism and replaces it with collective al- 
truism. How this revolution is to be 
achieved. or why we shopltl find this an 
easier problem to solve than the onc of sur- 
plus population, is beyond “the liinits of 
our analysis.” 

So high are the niorirl and practical stakes 
that it  may seem captious to question the 
terms in which Rubcnstcin analyzes them. 
But if philosophy or theology has any role 
in social theory. surely it is to distinguish 
first between fact ilnd fervor and then to 
comprehend the facts themselves. It is un- 
clear that Rubenstein’s account accorn- 
plishcs either of thcsc cnds. We could 
reasonably cxpcct to Iciim whilt constitutes 
or defines “surplus population”: Is it dctcr- 
mined by the inability of ii given land arca 

Biologists and economists systematically 
ra id  objcctions to that nitdel. and we might 
note as well its moral complications: that 
the events Rubcnstcin describes were. in 
effect, natural, even incvitahlc. and that 
their pcrpetrators hardly can be hlamed. 

It  is possihlc. though fiir from sclf-evi- 
dent, that this century’s large-scale political 
acts of murder do. as Kubenstein contends, 
have a singlc itnd common origin. And if 
there is such a causc. it probably involves 
the network of social and ’cconomic con- 
ditions that increasingly arc ovcrriding the 
more visible culturiil differences among nil- 
tions and peoples. This, in fact, secnis to 
bc the only sensc in which we ciln speak 
ol‘ “One World.’’ But wlicrc writers like 
Hannah Arcndt and I:. A. Hayek find thc 
origins of totalitarian niovcmcnts in socio- 
logical and psychological causes that are in 
some measure independent of the system to 
which thcy Icad, Kubenstcin nioves in a 
circle-from surplus populations to those 
agents who, for rcasons of their own, define 
the surplus. Only a religious and magical 
release ciin break this circle. 

The terror of being declared surplus in 
Rubenstein’s fatal formula is much worse 
than discovering oncsclf an outcast in the 
various racisms of our time. N o  one doubts. 

to support more than ii given number of ’ ol‘ course, that the political forces at work 
people‘! Obviously it  is mistaken to c l i m  in the twentieth century seem ominous; and 
this as a feature of the Nazi genocide, or even a casuiil observation of contemporary 
even. for that matter, of the land-enclosure America supports Kubenstcin’s contention 
in England; and Kubcnstcin himself ad- that Smiiil justice is in short supply. I t  is 
duces other factors-for example, the less also arguable that, given the massed and 
marginal compctition for power and place impersonal forces that now shape pcffitical 


