are largely irrelevant as a force of historical
change; revolutionary Leninism, on the other
hand, relies upon the actions of enlightened
leaders. Though L.cnin himself wrote that
“All our lives we have waged an ideological
struggle against the glorification of the in-
dividual,” his personal leadership eventu-
ally gave rise to what he abhorred most.
Beyond Lenin and his cult there are larger
lessons here about the extent to which So-
viet society was shackled to Russian his-
tory. Addressing the German Workers’
party, Marx stated: “What we have to deal
with is a communist society not as it has
developed on its own but, on the con-
trary...in every respect. cconomically, mor-
ally and intellectually. still stamped with
the birthmarks of the old society from whose
womb it emerges.” To this day the USSR
bears the birthmarks of that old society.
Indeed, there is more that is “Russian™ than
“Soviet” about Soviet Russia. WV

PRESS CONTROL AROUND
THE WORLD
edited by Jane Leftwich Curry
and Joan R. Dassin
(Pracger Special Studies: xvi t 283 pp..
$29.95)

Arnold Zeitlin

An American censor in occupiced Japan de-
cided in 1947 that the epic film Senso to
Heiwa (War and Peace) could not be shown
without deleting a scenc in which the walls
of a bar were plastered with pictures of Joan
Crawford, Jean Harlow. and nude toreign
women. The scene somehow violated 1946
guidelines Nos. 5 and 11 of the Press. Pic-
torial and Broadcast Division of the U.S.
Civil Censorship Division, to wit: no crit-
icism of the United States or hs allies. The
censor suggested removing Crawford, Har-
low, and company and replacing lhcm'wjlh
Japancse movie stars, all appropriately
clothed. The picture ¢ventually was re-
leased with the offending bar scene excised
and fourteen other deletions dutifully made.
‘The expense of these revisions so thor-
oughly impressed Japancse moviemakers
that they quickly accommodated them-
selves to the mysteries of the American mind:
Not one film submitted to the censor after
Febiuary, 1948, required a single deletion.
Japanese social science researcher Jun Lito’s
brief discussion of Americans as censors,
based on a paper he delivered in 1980 at
an Amherst, Massachusetts, symposium on
the American occupation of Japan, appears
in Press Control Around the World. A fine

piece, it whets the appetite for even more
detail. 1t also serves as a reminder that in
all of us there is, after all, a censor.

In some of its cleven separatcly written
chapters. Press C ontrol touches on the more
obvious cases of press and media control:
Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union, Sadat’s
Egypt. and black Africa. They are casy cases
and, in some respects, so is a conclusion
reached by cditor Jane Curry (both editors
are political science and communications
researchers in New York) about totalitarian
repression: “Although formal media control
is normally {reated as a critical indicator of
totalitarianism or repression, it is, in fact,
asign of the weakness of the leadership’s
actual control.”

Still other chapters offer ample evidence
that media control is not limited to the to-
talitarian or to the ideologue who rejects
the public’s right to know. Such examples
teach hard lessons precisely because they
are considerably more insidious than ex-
amples of blatant repression. As Curry points
out: “"There arc inherent barriers in the me-
dia production process that, when used by
those who want to determine at least what
will not appear in the mass media, control
media messages without any formal cen-
sorship. In fact, formal censorship is un-
usual rather than common.”

Gaye Tuchman, a sociologist, dips into
subtle areas of control in the U.S. media.
Charles Eisendrath, a protessor of com-
munications at the University of Michigan.
reviews the difficulties of the French media,
partisan by tradiuon. Philip Schlesinger,
another sociologist, raises disturbing ques-

tions about the British media and the re-

porting of the sicge of the Iranian embassy
in Princes” Gate, Kensington, April 30-May
5. 1980,

The British case is intriguing because the
news media, in particular the British Broad-
casting Corporation, became as much piil"-
ticipant as reporter in the siege—a circum-
stance Lrowing more common as terrorists
and partisans secking media coverage be-
come more sophisticated in demanding it.
The BBC taced special™circumstances at
Princes’ Gate. Two of its television news
staffers had been captured and imprisoned
in the embassy when it was scized by six
gunmen seceking to publicize the Khuzistan
movement for autonomy in western Iran.
The BBC and other news organizations co-
operated fully with law enforcement au-
thorities. withholding or reporting infor-
mation on the basis of how it would affect
the gunmen listening in at the embassy.

Schlesinger fears that official cfforts to
control the media in such situations masks
a parallel effort to link the police with the

army, making the use of troops in civil
disorders more acceptable. In other words,
media cooperation when the army is used
against foreigners in a forcign embassy may
eventually make using the army more ac-
ceptable against cxtreme or merely angry
domestic forces—Ilabor unions, for exam-
ple. He warns, therefore, that compliance
with appeals for cooperation *“could surely
result in an even greater absorption [of the
media] into the crisis-management appa-
ratus of the state.”

“A clear code of practicc governing me-
dia-statc relations on such occasions is
needed,” Schlesinger concludes. *“We have
a right to know just how compliant the me-
dia proposes to be...and why they choose
(or are constrained) to be so.”

Correspondence

THE TRUE BELIEVER
To the Editors: In the section of the U.N.
Watch column entitled “The True Believer”
(March, 1983), Stephen Fenichell deals at
some length with the draft Substantive Is-
sucs Statement of the United Nations As-
sociation (UNA-USA). While we welcome
the attention you have given the draft state-
ment, | must point out that publication of
it, or parts of it, was somewhat premature.
The documents arc preliminary drafts
which were mailed to our membership in
chapters across the country and to the 130
organizations affiliated with us. After thor-
ough study and discussion by these groups,
another draft will be prepared and submitted
to UNA’s national convention in May. Re-
flecting the view of our large constituency,
it will represent UNA-USA’s policy on the
three issues contained in the statement.
We hope that the solutions offered in the
final Substantive Issues Statement will be
both practical and forward looking, based
on the belief that the United Nations can
contribute to the solution of some of the
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world’s most pressing problems. Mr. Fen-  <ee to it that their cars are unstopped.
ichell 1s quite right in posing the question
“who is listening?” to what we have to say.
Perhaps “who is listening” will be deter-
mined by “who is talking.” The Substantive
Issues Statement will speak with the voice
of hundreds of thousands of Americans.
represented at UNA’s national convention
by delegates from the 130 national ergan-
izations and from 175 UNA chapters. The
statement, as adopted by the convention,
will, we feel certain, be heard by those in
power. and we will make every effort to

run as well as concerns longer-term goals.

ceive itself as a leader in the international
system of nations and institutions.

Vice President, UNA-USA
New York, N.Y.

CLASSIFIEDS

As the column noted, there is a heated
debate going on about the United Nations
and the United States rofe in it. UNA-USA’S
hope is to influence U.S. policy for the short

We hope to persuade our country to per-

Peggy Sanford Carlin
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SOCIONOMY SAYS: “Society is a technical
problem.” Conventional approaches create only
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FILMS

“GODS OF METAL"—A NEW [IILM BY
MARYKNOLL ABOUT THE ARMS RACE. A
27-minute documentary about the nuclear arms
race and people who are trying to stop it. The
arms race is presented as the critical moral issue
of our time, showing the economic and social
cffects on people in the United States and Third
World, especially the poor. The film shows what
individuals and groups are doing to halt the arms
build-up and gives practical suggestions on what
each of us can do to help create a world of peace.
“GODS OF METAL™ is an excellent resource
for peace education among alf aduit groups, col-
lege and high school students. RENTAL: $25
(order 5 weeks in advance). PURCHASE: $325.
Write MARYKNOLL. FILMS, MARYKNOLL.,
NY 10545.

INSTRUCTION

HOME STUDY COURSE IN ECONOMICS. A
ten-lesson study that will throw light on today’s
baffling problems. Tuition free; small charge for
materials. Write: Henry George Institute, 5 East
44th Street, New York. NY 10017,

SELF-IMPROVEMENT BOOKS AND TAPES.
Over 400 subjects. FREE catalogue. Charles Gains
Lwd., Dept. B, 664 N. Michigan Avenue, Chi-
cago. IL 60611.

MERCHANDISE

CABLE TV DLESCRAMBILERS, converters.
Build or buy. Catalogue: $2.00. JDT Electronics
Inc., P.O. Box 8274, Grand Rapids, M1 49508.

MISCELLANEOUS

TRUE BUDDHISM: The Future Religion. For
information, send $2.00 to Harman, 948 Seventh
Strect, #6, Santa Monica, CA 90403.

PUBLICATIONS

MAGAZINE SAMPLES— Free Listing of over
150 magazines offering a sample copy—S50¢ per
sample. Send stamped, sclf-addressed #10 en-
velope to: PUBLISHERS EXCHANGE, P.O.
Box 220, Dept. 211 A. Dunellen, NJ 08812.

SERVICES

TRAVEL

Roam the world by freighter—deluxe, exotic,
inexpensive. TraveLtips Association, Box 188X5,
Flushing, NY 11358.
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