
the recalcitrance of Afghanistan serve to 
remind. But the basic pattern of Soviet for- 
eign policy, Ulam thinks, is unlikely to 
change because “the whole process and 
rhetoric of expansion” has become so much 
a part of the regime’s modus opcrandi that 
applying the brakes “would throw into il 
turmoil not only the Soviet bloc, but con- 
ceivably the USSR itself.” 

Arbatov and Ulani seem to agree on onc 
thing: The Soviet Union has turned the ta- 
bles on the United States. Sincc thc ‘50s 
the emphasis has shiftcd from Anicrica’s 
policy of military containment directed 
against Moscow to the Soviet Union’s pol- 
icy of political/diplomatic countcrcontain- 
mcnt directcd against Washington. So long 
as the United States can he contained (or 
politically isolated) in the North, the Soviet 
Union will have a good deal of room to 
maneuver in the south. The only hopc of 
breaking out of this socialist encirclement. 
in Ulam’s opinion, is for the US., Wcstcrn 
Europe, and Japan to coordinate thcir pol- 
icies more effectively. Arbatov would no 
doubt take exception to Ulam’s conclusion 
that “it is only Wcstcrn unity and statcs- 
manship that can provide conditions for al- 
laying the East-West conflict and removing 
the main obstacles on the mad to real pcacc.” 
But. then. the destruction of that unity, as 
these two books clearly attest, remains the 
principal aim of Soviet policy toward the 
West. 
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CRISIS AND CONFLICT: WORLD 
NEWS REPORTING BETWEEN 
TWO WORLD WARS 1920-1940 

by Robert W. Desmond 
(University of Iowa Press; xii+518 pp.; 
530.00) 

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES 
ON NEWS 

edited by L. Emln Atwood, Stuart J. 
Bullion, and Sharon M. Murphy 

(Southern Illinois University h s s ;  xii f 203 
pp.; $13.95) 

Arnold Zeitlin 

The period between the world wars was for 
the news media a time of lcarning to deal 
with totalitarian regimes. particularly in Eu- 
r o ~ .  Not that “authoritarianism was new 
in the world; quite the contrary,” Write5 
Robert W. Desmond. But “by 1920. it had 
bcen supplanted almost entirely by democ- 
racies and constitutional monarchies under 
which the people enjoyed individual free- 
doms and privilcges.” Among the countries 
that denied civil liberties was newly Bol- 
shevik Russia and soon the Italy of Benito 
Mussolini, himself a newspapcr proprietor 
and editor. Then camc Hitler and Francisco 
Franco. who rates here precisely one ref- 
ercncc. The book. in fact. almost com- 
pletely dismisses the Spanish Civil War, 
despite its role as a training ground for a 
generation of news comxpndcnts who 
would set a pattern for coverage of the world 
war to follow, 

Breaking down the world into geograph- 
ical units, Desmond lists first the corrc- 
spondents who covered them. thcn the 
ncwspapers and news agencies based there. 
His stock is names, and he secs little need 
to search fcx themes. One correspondent 
after another niarchcs across these pages; 
what is advertised as history becomes a 
maddening directory of who was in which 
country when. Such is the situation, for 
example. with p r  Gugliclmo Enianuel, 
listd as head of the Rome bunxu of Heat ’s  
:ntemational News Service from 1925 to 
1935. “An Italian citizen, he was arrested 
in 1935 on political charges and hcld in- 
communicado.” Not a word on what the 
man wrote. And that is the last mention of 
his name. 

Near the end of this Baedcker, Dcs-  
mond’s survey takes on contemporary rel- 
cvmce. He has Hermann Giiring, the builder 
of the Nazi Luftwaffe, complaining in a 
March, 1933, speech a few wccks after the 
Reichstag tire that foreign correspondents 
based in Berlin were filing “exaggerated 
repnrts.” Giiring’s rcmarks. of course. were 

part of a campaign against what the gov- 
ernment labeled “false reporting.” Expul- 
sions and news control followed. part of 
the widespread pattern of suppression in 
Nazi Germany. Although the Nazis have 
been suppressed, if not totally eliminated, 
today’s tyrants arc illso likely to complain 
of the bias, the exaggeration, and the lack 
of balance of the reporting by foreign cor- 
respondents. It  is easy for us to see now 
what the Nazis wen: up to fifty years ago, 
and easier still to condemn them. We seem, 
however. to have developed a respectful 
deafness and blindness to the same com- 
plaints of today’s tyrants.. We make fash- 
ionable distinctions. such as that between 
authoritarianism and totalitarianism, and 
succeed mercly in distinguishing “our” dic- 
tators from “theirs.” 

Thc fashion is nicely illustrated in Inter- 
nutional Perspectives on News, a collection 
of lectures and informal comments fmm a 
1981 symposium of journalists and d u -  
cators at Southern Illinois University. 

Kaarlc Nordenstreng, a Finnish professor 
of journalism, suggests the need for a plu- 
ralism of news sources, noting that the press 
of Poland, Hungary, and Yugoslavia scored 
high grades, as did a Finnish Communist 
newspaper, because it took the services of 
both Reuters and Tass, while the American 
and British media ranked low because they 
depended almost solely on Western sou~ces. 
Georgina R. Encanto. a professor of jour- 
nalism at the University of the Philippines, 
reports on efforts to wean the Philippine 
press from “Wcstcm traditions of bad news” 
and to encourage it, as she delicately puts 
it ,  to “take B more positive stance toward 
national affairs by publicizing the govem- 
ment’s development programs and encour- 
aging the people to support these 
programs.. . .” She concludes that the Phil- 
ippine press has bcen ineffective in assum- 
ing such a stance, and she suggests numerous 
initiatives to improve media pcrformance. 
None of these suggestions includes the sim- 
ple one of freeing the press of governmental 
control, whether imposed by martial law or 
the constitutional dictatorship President 
Marcos has evolved to replace it. 

The most valuable sections of the col- 
lection are those in which journalists from 
Egypt, China, and Korea describe how the 
United States is portraycd in the media of 
other countries. (And if any nation in the 
world has the right to complain about false 
or exaggcratcd rcporting, it is the United 
States ....) 

The book serves as a rcmindcr that in the 
West, as well as in the developing coun- 
tries, the media is still fighting battles- 
fifty years after G o r i n g 4 0  retain the right 



to report freely. But CrisisundConjIict also 
serves to remind us that contemporary com- 
plaints of  exaggerated, biased, or false rc- 
porting arc for the most part a cunning 
maneuver lemed from the Nazis or their 
imitators and used for the same purpose: to 
divert attention from power mongering, in- 
compctcncc. failure, and tyranny. 

Briefly Noted 

NEW GENESIS: SHAPING 

by Robert Muller 
(Doubleday & Co.; xvii + 192 pp.; $14.95) 

A GLOBAL SPIRITUALITY 

This is a despcrately optimistic book about 
the futurc of the world. In its simplistic 
sermonizing it is terrifying. Its author is 
obviously a man of imtnensc good will, who 
paints a uuly fmtr?stic picturc, assuring us 
that we shall live happily ever after. 

The trends are clear, part of the cosmic 
law of evolution: Civilization is progressing 
along the inevitable upward path of spiritual 
improvement foresccn by God. Having 
eradicated slavery and made progress to- 
ward racial and scxual quality. “there is 
g d  hopc that we will also solve sooner 
or later the problems of economic and social 
injustice, and of pcace and war. Therc can 
bc very little doubt of it.” 

These are not the views of a guru or a 
rcligious leader. Robert Muller, lawyer and 
economist. is assistant secrctary-general in 
charge of coordinating the work of the thirty- 
two specialized agencies and world pro- 
grams of the United Nations, where he has 
worked for thirty-thm years. Whence, then. 
his optimism? In brief: “For the first time 
in the entire evolution of mankind the dream 
of all the great prophets and visionaries has 
been fulfilled; now on the planet we have 
a universal organization. This will pro- 
gressively force governments to abide by 
the new ethical concepts which are k i n g  
forged in humanity’s collcctive institu- 
tions.” “Behind the loud words and claims’’ 
made at the U.N. “there is the upsurge of 
a great tranquil, evolutionary wave towards 
the protection, survival and fulfillment of 
the human race on planet Earth. This is now 
very clear.” 

Having been for most of his life an ad- 
herent of rationalism, scicntism, and intel- 
lectualism, Muller underwent a spiritual 
transformation. which he calls his “five 
Teilhardian enlightenments”: “the ‘natu- 
ral,’ ‘evolutionay,’ ‘divine,’ ‘universal,’ 
or ‘cosmic’ laws which must rule our jour- 

ney in the cosmos.’’ Inevitably, then, as we 
enter this cosmic age. we arc becoming the 
planet of God. 

This is frightening stuff. In denying the 
real possibility that human beings may de- 
stroy this planet, Muller is denying the hu- 
man freedom which is the glory and hopc 
of humanity. Though he speaks highly of 
the need for faith, he is e n s n d  in the grip 
of the law. -Edward J .  Curtin, Jr. 

Newly Published 
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of Winsron Churchill’s World View: Stam- 
manship a d  Power (huisiana Statc Uni- 
versity Press; 368 pp.; $25.00). 
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