
Help! 
As the worldwide ieccssion continues, U.N. agcncies spcnd 
less time on politics and world peace and morc time dis- 
cussing economic issues. Dcvclopmcnt ideas multiply like 
rabbits; and to establish some coherence, a new office was 
created, ranking second only to that of the sccrctary-gen- 
eral. Jean Ripert, placed in charge of developmcnt and 
international cooperation a little over a year ago, was in- 
terviewed about his job in Development Forum, a publi- 
cation of the United Nations University. 

For a while now a number of economists have been 
questioning the concept of economic aid itself on the y u n d s  
that grmts and subsidies rctard cfforts at self-help and true 
independence. A nation recciving regular shipments of 
wheat for which it does not have to pay is unlikely to work 
hard at producing grain. When it comes to transferring 
funds to poor, nonindustrial countries, there is thc likeli- 
hood that most of the money will end up in the pockets 
of political leaders and entrcpreneurs, giving the tricklc- 
down theory little to work with. 

The very poor countries in the world organization tend 
to grasp at straws. The economic summit meeting in Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia, recently ended, was awaited by them 
with some anticipation. But its main result was a plethora 
of press coverage. Something more may come out of UNC- 
TAD VI, a mecting in Bclgrade of the U.N. Conference 
on Trade and Dcvelopmcnt, still in session. (The acro- 
nym’s resemblance to the name of a Byzantine monarch, 
while coincidental, is apt.) In fact, there are early signs 
from Bclgradc that such expcctations arc misplaced. Kep- 
resentatives of 166 countries have already heard lndira 
Gandhi w m  the industrial nations that the Third World 
must rcceive morc help and dcbt relief if world recovery 
is to be sustained. Wcstern delcgatcs fear a confrontation, 
leading to defaults and a loss of momentum in  the economic 
recovery that appears underway. 

Mr. Kipert called the situation in the developing coun- 
tries the worst it has evcr bccn. Giving praise where it was 
due, he citcd the lntemational Monctary Fund for its role 
in helping to prevent international bankruptcy, while noting 
that Third World financial arrangements remain fragile. 

For the poorest of the pcmr countries, increased public 
aid is recommended by U.N. officials. Banks will not lend 
money to the impoverished, and there is no inducement 
for private investment. Although this comes at a timc whcn 
the industrialized countries are attempting to rcducc thcir 
own budgets and the first cuts to bc made are in foreign 
aid, Ripert bclicvcs there is no othcr short-term solution. 
For the long term he favors global negotiations (thc so- 
called North-South dialogue), which have yet to takc placc. 

Ripert is trying to raise money to advancc scicncc and 
technology in developing countries. He foresees a fund 
that would provide “seed capital” to help build programs 
in which thc developing country itself would be a partic- 
ipant, thereby eliminating the stigma of a handout. 

Ripen emphasized the need to mobilize public opinion 
for foreign aid. Trade unions, business groups, farmcrs, 
the unemployed-all are affected by world economic con- 
ditions. To withdraw behind trade barriers, as countries 
did in the 1930s. is to court disaster. But cvcn bcforc therc 
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can be cooperation between the North (rich) and the South 
(poor), Ripert noted, there must be cooperation among the 
prosperous industrial nations. 

All the News That Fits 
The international press comes in for drubbings every tew 
months, this time in the form of a report from a U.N. 
committee assigned to investigate international news ser- 
vices. The report repeats the charges that the international 
press, dominated as it is by Wcstcm news services, is 
biased against Third World countries and the United Na- 
tions itself. It praises the Soviet bloc for its support of thc 
world organization and, by implication, for its accurate 
reporting of U.N. finances and activities. Thc secretary- 
general called the report “ill considered,” but released it 
to a committee for processing. 

In handing on the report to the next committec, the 
secretary-general said he still objected to portions of the 
rcport but madc no specific requcst for dclctions. 

The report supports UNESCO’s bid for a New World 
Information Order (NWIO), which includes the establish- 
mcnt of UNESCO’s own international news service. The 
industrial nations are k ing  asked to provide the appropriate 
tcchnology to UNESCO or a separate U.N. agcncy for this 
purpose. A licensing system for journalists has also bccn 
suggested. 

The major international news organizations have con- 
sistently opposed such plans, and there is much dispute 
about how press freedom is to be defined. Two years ago 
at Talloires, France, those major news organizations issued 
a declaration supporting “frcc and open rcporting” and gave 
their own definition of government’s role in the process: 
“We bclievc the state exists for the individual and has a 
duty to uphold individual rights.. . .” 

In and Out 
In 1979 the United States rejoined the International Labor 
Organization after an abscnce of almost two-and-a-half 
years. It had scvered its ties following constant attacks for 
labor violations and nary a word of criticism for the to- 
talitarian regimes. Now the Soviet bloc nations appear to 
be following suit. Thc Russians are threatening to leavc 
the ILO; Poland has refused to attend a meeting on the 
rights of Polish workcrs; and Czechoslovakia, accused of 
human rights violations, has not paid its dues. Moscow 
was particularly annoyed at an 1LO request for permission 
to allow a commission to investigate conditions on the 
Siberian pipeline. There have been allegations that forced 
labor is bcing used. 

Impermanent and Floating 
To the rclief of France’s government, the meeting on “Thc 
Question of Palestine,” originally scheduled for Paris in 
August, is moving to Geneva. The French had been quick 
to show their displeasure at what would likely be an anti- 
Israel, anti-Semitic marathon, stating that thcy could not 
guarantee protection for the delegates. The Swiss, no hap- 
pier than the French had been, have also announced that 
they cannot guarantee the safety of those in attendance. 
The meeting is being sponsored by twenty-three nations, 
chiefly those of the Third World. 
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