of MlTl just as it is becoming clear that
Japan’s spcctacular succcsscs in intcrnational trade were based on a set of circunistitnces not likely to bc rcpeatcd. The authors
have perfonncd a valuable service by documenting chis conclusion and otherwise
clarifying
thc limits and potential of Japan’s
JAPAN’S WASTED WORKERS
future role in world markets.
by Jon Woronoff
Juprin’s Wosterl Workers 1cx)ks iit thc in(Allanticld. Osmun K: CO. iT(>t(>wii,N.J. 1;
side workings of Japancsc intlustry and
296 pp.; S10.9S:S19.95)
comes to similar conclusions. High wages
arc now pricing some companies out of their
TWO HUNGRY GIANTS
market. yesterday’s dynamic cntrcprencurs
by Raymond Vernon
(Hanwd Univcrsityf’rcss: 101 pp.:SIO.(K)) have givcn way to careful bureaucrats in
top executive positions, cultural Iiiingup~
prcvent industry from taking advantage of
the abilities of educated women. older
The first two of thcsc books-ne
;I colworkers arc shunted aside. and younger
lection ofcss;iys by ~ C I IJapancsc iind Amcr- workers no longer bring the old work ethic
ican profcswrs of cconornics, the other the to their jobs. Even if, as one suspccts, this
work ol‘a business reporter living in thc Far indictment is exaggerated to shock the
East-arc heralds of good Iiews: A rciip- book’s original Japancsc readership, it TCpraisal of the strcngths iind weaknesses of mains damning. The conclusion, again. is
the Japancsc ccononiy is undcr way. Aftcr
that Japan inlist admit its prohienis ;rnd start
a spate of books urging Arncric;iii business on another path. Here they will find that
to adopt Japancsc mm;igcincnt riictliods or
compctition with other nations in export
rccom mcndi ng that I hc I J .S. Govcmmcrit markets will be stiffer, infemi~lproblciris
coordinate American industrial policy fo more difficult, and the need to divert capiral
conipctc wifli “Japan Inc. .‘.thc carcful anal- and energy to urban renewal and dcvely e s of 1’oli;v utrd T r d c I.\.sirc*s oj’tlre Jup- opmcnt of Ixtter hcalth and education scruii~w
Economy iirc ;I welcome confribution vices more compclling.
to the ongoing debate oii 1l.S. inclustri:~l
Tno H u r i g ~ Giunts.
ahout the compepolicy. So too, ill a morc p~ptiliirlevel, is tition bctwccn the U.S.and Japan for raw
Jupun ’s Wci.sic~lN‘orkers, first puhlishcd in materials, is of limited value. ’I‘hc text. reJapancsc two years ;igo.
CONTRIBUTOHS
’I’hc essays in Policy curd ‘I’rciclo / . \ . s i i i ~
trace Jiipan’s rapid cconomic progrcss after Richard A. Rand is Visiting A.t.sistcint Pro1955. based on readily ;iviiilablc Western fissor of English ut ‘liiniy Cnllrga, Contechnology, cheap r;iw niatcrials. and an necticut.
expanding iiitcr~iationiilinarkct, Collowcd Bcrrhoru Kcllcrman is Associutr Profcssor
by efforts to adiipt to ii world ofliipli energy ut the Institute for l.~urli~r.\hipStudies of
prices and increased friide restrictions. Scv- FuirleiXh Dickinson Uniwrsity and uuthor,
cral authors discuss the role ofthc Ministry most recently, of The l’olitical I’rcsidency:
of Intcmiition;il Trade arid Industry (MITI) A Theory of hadership.
in cncour;tging the development of industry Lurp Tool i s a nritrr iind re.seur(Aer bustd
cartels to cxpaiitl iiidustriul ciipacify. pro- in Cnli/ornio.
ductivity, aiid exports.
is the ilirector of the AJ
In general the cssiiys point to a single Curol i~nccistt~r
rican Studies Progrum, Georgtwwn Uniconclusion: that Jiipan is entering a new
versity School o f Foreign Service.
period in which much of its erstwhile compctitivc edge will be lost. While the country Anthoq Soliiri is U gruduute studiwt in Pomay hwc so~iieSLICCCSS i n moving townrd l i t i d Science ut Duke UniwrsiIy.
a greater emphasis on non-cncrgy-intcn- Gicy t’revo~tis Assistant Profe.\.\orof CovS
Minnesivc. tiigli-tcclinology industries, readily crntnctit at St. J O ~ I I ’ Unirvrsitj,
b ~ ~ ~ o w a tcch~iol~gy
hlc
wits cxliiiu~tedin sota. He is co-editor of Contemporary
the early 1070s and present-day 1;ibor costs Spankh Politics, U nork in progress.
are high. With t c n h n s bctwccn governWultt’r E . Ashley is Profissor of Muncigcrneiit itnd industry 011 the rise. MITl‘s guid- ment in the Gruduate School ofRiisine.u ( i t
ancc and proc;irtcl policies arc a tiindrancc, Puce Univrrsity.
not a help, to Japan‘s future economic well- R d p h Buulrjens, U Professor of Conipurbeing.
utive Religion, hus written extcnsiw1.v on
It would surely be the height of folly for China. His books includti China Aftcr Mao:
the Unitzd States to create its own version Dcath of a Revolution‘?

POLICY AND TRADE ISSUES OF
THE JAPANESE ECONOMY
edited by Kozo Yamamura
(Ilnivcrsity of Washington Press: 332 pp.:
525 .OM))

markably short, breaks no new ground.
Certainly the title and the jackct copy (“this
unique commingling of political and economic analysis”) promise far more than the
hook delivers. Aftcr a survey of U.S. and
Jiipancsc involvcmcnf in world petrolcum.
iron ore, bauxite. and copper markets, the
volume concludcs that “at worst. the problems foreseen in oil and metals ...;iclcl up to
little more thiin ii set of quite ordinary hcailaches in the diplomatic agenda.” Quite so.
But one is left wondering why ii hook Wiis
ncedcd to pet such 21 mcssagc iicross.

CHRISTIANITY IN THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA
by G. Thompson Brown
(John Knox Press; 227 pp. ; 50.95 Ipapcrl)

For almost fourteen centuries Ctiristiiins of
onc kind or another have attempted to convert China. Howcvcr. despite valiant cfforts, the faith has not been much more thiin
a footnote in Chincsc history-unable to
attract niorc than ii hundredth of the populatiori or to mikc a serious iriipact on society.
‘This pcriphcral position hits ncvcr really
been accepted by Cittholic or Protestant
churchcs. Generations of well-mcaninp
Christians saw China as ii magnificent stiigc
on which to inciimatc their own visions of
global rcdcmplion. This effort. whilc unsucccssl‘ul. did little hiirm to Chin;i, and
sonic of tlic social i d Iiumanitiirinn missions achieved useful results. What was
harmed was Christianity itself-prcscntcd
iis B Wcstcmizcd vchiclc of solvation and
frequently identified wifli Western c ~ l t ~ r i i l
and po1itic:il impcrialisnis in China.
Finally. the Rcvolution ended a11 this. or
so observers thought. Now. in the past few
years, sonic renewal of Christian activity
has taken place. An intligenous church, run
by Chincsc for Chincsc and monitored by
the government, is emerging. Once apiiin,
not content to lcavc Chincsc believers to
thcmselves, some foreign churches have
begun to display an immtxlcriite interestfrom smuggling Bibles into thc I’eoplc’s
Kcpublic to launching preparations for missionary efforts.
This long story of Christian involvement
is told with some scnsitivity by ‘I’hompson
Brown. ‘Thc son of missionarics in prcrevolutionary China, 13rown has made recent
visits thcrc. is iictib’c in thcological cducation and in cstiiblishing links bctwccn
Protestant churches and China. His pcrspcctive, whilc reflccting his own Christian

