
Up in Arms 
AS the Geneva talks on medium-range missiles ‘were col- 
lapsing, the U.N. secretary-general issued an unusual mes- 
sage: He accused both the U.S. and the USSR of causing 
“a serious escalation in nuclear confrontation.” 

Every secretary-general walks a tightrope between the 
East and West.blocs. Remaining in the job depnds upon 
retaining the good will of the U.S. and the USSR. It was 
thought that Javier P&ez de Cuellar, a Peruvian diplomat, 
would behave in his new position as a cautious bureaucrat, 
unlikely to cause any ripples. Upon taking office, he ap- 
peared a different man. Unlike Kurt Waldheim, U Thant, 
or even Trygve Lie (who angered only the Russians), PCrez 
de Cuellar has issued blunt statements on the subject of 
press censorship, human rights, and now on nuclear dis- 
armament. In a move certain to annoy the superpowers 
even further, the statement was presented personally to the 
chief delegates, Jeane J. Kirkpatrick of the United States 
and Oleg A. Troyanovsky of the Soviet Union. 

Although, as Churchill said, “jaw-jaw is better than war- 
war,” the breakdown of the Geneva talks may not be a 
herald of disaster. In fact, those who followed the pro- 
ceedings closely saw little chance of real success. It is 
even a question whether the participants actually irwnred 
to effect a reduction in nuclear arms. Every offer seemed 
designed to produce an automatically unacceptable coun- 
teroffer, and the whole affair seemed an exercise in public 
relations-something to give the impression that the lead- 
ers of the two nations were really interested in stopping 
the arms race. 

“The Day After,” aired on TV as the Geneva talks sput- 
tered and died, called further attention to the failure of 
governments to mediate a crisis. The simulated destruction 
of Lawrence, Kansas-seen in the United States by one 
of the largest audiences ever to view a television show- 
was harrowing, though documentary footage of Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima is more horrifying by far. 

How does all this affect the prospects for disarmament? 
More than one American thought it would be a good idea 
to “show the film to the Russians.” And for many years 
now countless peace groups clustered in the U.N. area 
have been issuing pamphlets, holding seminars, confemng 
with each other-Within the world organization itself there 
is a disarmament commission, a disarmament information 
center, a group studying the peaceful uses of outer space, 
and a specialized agency on atomic energy. None of these 
activities has managed thus far to slow the spread of nuclear 
weapons or iessen the danger of a nuclear war. 

The answer, of course, rests with politics. The people 
of Lawrence, Kansas, and all other American cities can 
change this country’s attitude with their votes; in the Soviet 
Union, which prizes its revolutionary tradition, there may 
be another way. 

Fuel lnspectlon 
China, a nuclear power with an arsenal of bombs, has 
joined the International AtomioEnergy Agency, becoming 
its 112th member. The IAEA is charged with establishing 

safeguards for nuclear reactors-and with reporting the use 
of such reactors to produce atomic weapons. Its executive 
director has said repeatedly that the agency does not have 
enough inspectors to uncover transgressions or sufficient 
power to effect a turnabout. As is typical with U.N. agen- 
cies, members reserve the right to keep inspectors out. 
Member No. 112. did not offer to open its plants to in- 
spection. 

In the week during which China joined the IAEA. Ar- 
gentina announced its production of enriched uranium-a 
fuel used for nuclear weaponry-“for peaceful purposes.” 
Not having signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
Argentina is not subject to surveillance by the IAEA. Chile, 
now in the midst of a border dispute with its neighbor, 
regarded the announcement as a threat. 

(Argentina made the news again when the General As- 
sembly called on that country and Britain to resume ne- 
gotiations on the sovereignty of the FalkIand Islands. The 
U.K. fought the resolution, which was passed by a vote 
of 87 to 9, with 54 abstentions.) 
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In Congress 
Two members of the U.S. Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee--Sam NUM. Democrat of Georgia, and John W. 
Warner, Republican of Virginia-have asked President 
Reagan to establish jointly with the Soviet Union a series 
of “risk-reduction centers” to reduce the possibility of nu- 
clear war by accident. 

A military study group working with the two senators 
has concluded that there is danger of a nuclear war which 
“neither side anticipated or intended, perhaps involving 
other nuclear powers or terrorist groups.” Senator Nunn, 
one of the best-informed people in Washington when it 
comes to military affairs, had asked the Strategic Air Com- 
mand last year whether the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
could ascertain the origin of a nuclear attack before retal- 
iating. The answer: “There are real and developing dangers 
in this area.” An even scarier prospect is the development 
of a response-on-warning system that will automatically 
release ICBMs at the first indication of an attack. This is 
the Doomsday Machine of “Dr. Strangelove.” 

A U.S. delegation journeyed to Moscow last summer 
to discuss risk-reduction centers. The Soviet response has 
not been made public. 
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