
in part because of Modotti's political ac- 
tivism and in part because their romance 
had cooled, Modotti remained and forged, 
an independent existence. She became se-. 
riously involved with a Mexican political 
leader, who eventually left for the Soviet 
Union, and later with a Cuban exile. When 
this man was assassinated in 1929, most 
likely by an agent of the Cuban govemment. 
Modotti's reputation-Modotti the liber- 
tine. the beautiful, independent artist-was 
sullied by a scurrilous press. As a result, 
and immediately following a triumphant ex- 
hibition of her work at the National Library, 
she was expelled in 1930 by the newly in-' 
stalled conservative govenunent. 

Six months of solitude in Berlin, where 
Modotti attempted to establish herself as a 
working photographer, was followed by 
nearly four years in Moscow, where she put 
her energies into political work. Here she 
found her final companion, fellow Italian 
Vittorio Vidali, and together they fought 
the war for Republican Spain. When that 
dream died in 1939, Modotti retumed to 
Mexico with Vidali. Death-from a heart 
attack while alone in a taxi-ame a few 
years later. 

This handsome book includes many wor- 
thy examples of Modotti's photographic vi- 
sion, at once political and ironic-as well 
as intriguing portraits of Modotti herself, 
notably by Weston and Rivera, and of well- 
known Mexican contemporaries. Modotti's 
correspondence is quoted extensively 
throughout the narrative, and her own words 
confirm her reputation for remarkable 
strength of character. 

While Constantine's biography has res- 
cued Modotti's life and work from some of 
the mystery that surrounded it, the prose is 
lamentably diffuse and only clumsily re- 
vealing of an elegant and moving subject. 
A detailed chronology of Modotti's com- 
plex life would have been a welcome ad- 
dition t o - o r  substitute for-the often inept 
text. Nevertheless, Tina Modotti emerges 
from A Fragile Life (the title is taken from 
Pablo Neruda's elegy on Modotti) a mem- 
orable, noble woman. IWV 

THE SECOND SICKNESS 
by Howard Waltzkln 
(The Free Press; 282 pp.,; $19.95) 

Albert L. Huebner 

Nearly 140 years ago Friedrich Engels de- 
scribed the conditions in which English fac- 
tory workers lived and the i l l  health those 
conditions caused. He traced tuberculosis. 

typhoid, typhus, and other major killer dis- 
eases of that time to malnutrition. inade- 
quate housing, contaminated water supplies, 
overcrowding, and abominal working con- 
ditions. 

Engels's study paved the way for the work 
of Rudolph Virchow, the great pioneer of 
social medicine. Virchow, maintaining that 
the origin of disease is multifactorial. found 
that among the most important causative 
factors are the material conditions of peo- 
ple's everyday lives. He also concluded that 
an effective health-care system cannot limit 
itself to treating the diseases of individual 
patients but requires broad social changes. 

These ideas became unpopular during the 
rising tide of conservatism that followed the 
struggles of the 1840s. They had virtually 
vanished by the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury as the germ theory gained ascendancy 
and a unifactorial model of disease became 
dominant. Not until the turbulent 1960s did 
investigation of the social causes of illness 
reappear with vigor in the West. By bring- 
ing together a wide variety of material from 
scattered sources and using a fresh approach 
in evaluating this information, The Second 
Sickness makes an important contribution 
to the revival of interest in social medicine. 

Recent analysis of public health data in- 
dicates that. contrary to longstanding pop- 
ular belief, the sharp decline in the prominent 
infectious diseases of the nineteenth century 
resulted chiefly from profound social 
changes rather than from advances in mod- 
em medicine. In England, for example, the 
death rate from tuberculosis declined more 
rapidly in the year preceding identification 
of the tubercle bacillus and the introduction 
of drug therapy than it did subsequently. 
Waitzkin writes, in summarizing this anal- 
ysis: "A convergence in public health re- 
search has shown that, with a few 
exceptions, the technical advances of mod- 
em medicine have not led to major im- 
provements in measures of health. illness, 
life expectancy, or death. Instead. the health 
status of large populations seems more 
closely related to broad changes in society. 
including socioeconomic development, 
better sanitation, environmental conditions, 
and nutrition." 

Waitzkin devotes relatively little space 
to the striking successes of the public health 
movement, however. From his Marxist 
viewpoint, the influence of capitalist social 
order goes too deep to be fully corrected 
by simple refbrms; what is needed is radical 
restructuring that leads to a socialist society. 
Waitzkin does not reject reform. Rather, he 
imposes the criterion that reforms are worth 
struggling for only if they lead to lasting 
changes in the structure of power. Nor does 
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he see the mere proclamation of socialism 
as a panacea. He freely criticizes practices 
that occur in some socialist countries with- 
out wavering in the conviction that trans- 
formation to socialism is essential if the 
origins of socially generated illness are to 
be eradicated. 

Using this frame of reference, The Sec- 
ond Sickness offers a thought-provoking 
critique of diverse aspects of health and 
health care ranging from the contradiction 
between profits and safety to the medical- 
ization of social problems, from the mal- 
distribution of physicians and medical 
facilities in the U.S. to medical "imperi- 
alism" in the Third World. Waitzkin, who 
holds a doctorate in sociology and a medical 
degree, both from Harvard. treats these t o p  
ics with just the right blend of scholarship, 
political intensity. and moral concern. 

Nevertheless, the Marxist framework is 
certain to weaken the central thrust of The 
Second Sickness for the many readers who 
approach the subject from a sharply differ- 
ent perspective. Like all Marxist humanists, 
Waitzkin carries a heavy burden. He views 
the transition to socialism as the path to full 
equality and democracy, as well as to an 
improved health system. For most of his 
readers, however, that transition will raise 
images of the Stalinist t emr  or of fleeing 
boat people. Waitzkin is probably correct 
in his guess that "the book's style and tone 
will be most troublesome for those least 
distressed by our current predicament." but 
few of those who are distressed seem to 
view socialism with much favor. 

The Second Sickness will alert its readers 
to the importance of social medicine. It will 
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reinforce and enlarge upon the perception 
of many people that improvements in the 
delivery of bealth care are needed and long 
overdue. It will provide new insights into 
the relationship between the way in which 
good health is pursued and the structure of 
@e larger society. But it will convince very 
few that socialism is needed in the United 
StateS. 

Ironically. the deficiencies in the health 
system that the book reveals so forcefully, 
combined with the relative ineffectiveness 
of its arguments for social revolution, are 
likely to promote precisely those “reform- 
ist” reforms that Waitzkin believes are of 
little value. Although The Second Sickness 
will have an impact, it won’t be the one its 
author intended. WV 

THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

(University of Notre Dame Press; 179 pp.; 
by Stanky Hawrwas 

57.95 [paperl) 

Edward J .  Cunin, Jr. 

Christianity began as an otherworldly es- 
chatological religion whose members, 
banding together to form a nonpublic. un- 
political corpus of mutual love, undertook 
all actions with the proviso quamdiu nun- 
dru dwat--as long as the world lasts. This 
proviso underlies Stanley Hauerwas’s per- 
sonal account of a radically otherworldly 
nonviolent Christian ethic. Jesus has for all 
time defeated death. Christians, therefore, 
embrace an ethic of absolute nonviolence 
and follow him to the m s s .  

Christians, however, do not freely em- 
brace their ethic. Hauerwas argues that “we 
do not create moral values, principles. vir- 
tues; rather they constitute a life for us to 
approPriate. The very idea that we choose 
what is valuable undermines our confidence 
in i& worth.” He insists, moreover, that we 
also do not choose our basic beliefs: such 
choice is too arbitrary and so would un- 
dermine heir truthfulness. We are bom into 
OUT beliefs; our characters and convictions 
are formed out of them. If we’re lucky, we 
find ourselves initiated into the Christian 
community. the locus of God’s truth. We 
are free only if we accept this t r u f i l  com- 
munity of virtue and its narrative history of 
salvation; otherwise we are unfaithful, re- 
bellious sinners. 

Tbough a true believer may be tempted 
to act unethically, it “is not a real possi- 
bility.” In fact. just the thought of having 
to make a decision may indicate our “un- 
faithfuloess.” For the mrly gaod-that is, 

Christian-person has no choice; character 
is destiny. “Our character is a gift from 
others which we learn to claim as our own 
by recognizing it as a gifi.” What, then, is 
Christ& agency? It is the ability to describe 
“the narratives of the communities in which 
we find ourselves.” It tums out that nar- 
rative, not freedom, is the fundamental 
characteristic of moral agency. 

What is this Christian narrative? It is the 
story of renunciation and other worldliness 
embodied in the cross and vindicated by the 
resurrection. Christians are therefore called 
to imitate Christ by resisting a violent world 
through the power of nonviolent witness. 
No nation can be heir home, only the church 
itself, where they show the world what it 
means to be a community of peace and 
truth. Nonviolent faithfulness, not effec- 
tiveness, is the Christian’s task, because our 
hope is not in this world but in the kingdom 
to come through God’s power. 

Hauerwas’s emphasis on nonviolence is 
welcome, but his argument for it abounds 
with circular reasoning, undefended and 
unexplained assertions, evasions, double- 
talk, and circumlocutions. Even nonvio- 
lence itself is predetermined: “For it is my 
contention,” he writes, “that if we are gen- 
uinely non-violent we can no more decide 
to use violence even if the situation seems 
to w m t  it, than the courageous can de- 
cide, under certain conditions, to be cow- 
ardly.” His denial of freedom ironically 
echoes the Grand Inquisitor’s rebuke to Je- 
sus: “Didst Thou forget that man prefers 
peace. and even death, to freedom of choice 
in the knowledge of good and evil?’ 

Brieflv Noted 
AFRICAN PHILOSOPHY, MYTH 

AND REALITY 
by Paulln J. Hountondjl 
(Indiana University Press; 221 pp.; $18.50/ 
$8.95) 

What is the relevance of Africa’s past to its 
present and future? Paulin Hountondji, a 
philosopher from Dahomey in West Africa, 
provides a decisive answer. He rejects the 
efforts of European and African writers to 
create an “enthnophilosophy” myth of a 
glorious, collective, precolonial body of 
thought that can be used to counter Euro- 
pean views of African intellectual inferi- 
ority. He maintains instead that diversity 
and debate rather than unanimity charac- 
terized Africa in the past and that they are 
desperately needed to make possible a free 
and nondogmatic future. 

Rejecting those who make myths about 

a nonexistent past, the author also firmly 
rejects those who use rigid Marxist or other 
formulas to distort the present and the fu- 
ture. “The prime problem of philosophy in 
present-day Africa is therefore how far it 
can contribute to the development of sci- 
ence.” Free discussion is needed to distin- 
guish the real relations between state and 
people from the confused notions of Right 
and Left that obfuscate with verbal for- 
mulas. Backward-looking cultural nation- 
alisms often serve to mask postindependence 
power-grabs by favored social classes. 
To seek cultural pluralism and freedom 

of expression is a bold stance in today’s 
Africa, wracked with repression. “On one 
side, there is force-a brute, blind, savage 
force, a direct heir to colonial violent+ 
hying to dictate to the minds and hearts of 
all; on the other, there are the bare hands 
of men and women so exploited and mys- 
tified that they make themselves active ac- 
complices of their executioners: this is as 
close as you can get to a true description 
of the real face of contemporary Africa.” 

Ably translated from the French, this col- 
lection of essays is thoughtfully introduced 
by the Nigerian scholar Abiola Irele. By 
rejecting mythmaking about the past as well 
as the “inspired short circuit of nationalism 
and pseudo-revolutionary lies.” the author 
sees “the free exploration and confrontation 
of ideas as a precondition of a real African 
philosophy.” His work is an important first 
step. -Aaron Segal 

ARCHITECTURE AND COMMUNITY: 
BUILDING IN THE ISLAMIC 

edlted by Renata H o l d  
(Aperture [Millerton. N . Y . ] ;  255 pp.; 
$40.00) 

WORLD TODAY 

The Aga Khan 1V is the spiritual leader of 
a worldwide community of Ismailis, esd- 
mated in the millions, who consider him 
the direct descendant of Ah, son-in-law and 
cousin of the Prophet Muhammad. As the 
leader of this prosperous, cosmopolitan, and 
unorthodox Muslim sect, the Aga Khan has 
devoted much of his energy to promoting 
a universal and tolerant Islamic revival. 

This splendid book is a magnificent tes- 
timony to his efforts. It consists of detailed 
plans, photographs, and descriptions of the 
fifteen prize buildings from throughout the 
Islamic world that have been given the Aga 
Khan architecture award, and stimulating 
and informative essays by specialists on Is- 
lamic architecture. All the prize buildings 
were constructed between 1950 and 1977, 
and they are as diverse in function and de- 
sign as is the forty-nation Islamic world 


