
ment receives only about a fifth of its aid 
6om the .%$akt bloc. and the Soviet Union 
has long shown a distinct unwillingness to 
take on another economic liability in the 
W e s m  Hemisphere. In any event, the na- 
tionalistic Sandinistas seek no such de- 
pendency. 

LaFeber notes in tnevimble Revolutions 
that throughout Central America’s history 
“revolutim have served the functions of 
electiolls in the United States. that is. they 
become virtually the only method of trans- 
feniog power and bringing about needed 
change.” Both works support the view that 
revolutionary change is inevitable in Cen- 
tral America. This and future U.S. admin- 
istrations must accept such analysis if the 
lives of yet another generation of young 
Americans are not to be wasted in a distant 
jungle. lB3J 

THE FIRST TAINT OF CIVILIZATION: 
A HISTORY OF THE CAROLINE 

AND MARSHALL ISLANDS IN 
PRE-COLONIAL DAYS, 1521-1885 

by Fnnclr X. Herel, S.J. 
(University of Hawaii Press; 365 pp.; 
525.00) 

Sum McPhetres 

At some point in the relatively near future 
there will be four new political entities in 
the Northwestern Pacific: the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands (closest to Hawaii); the 
Federated States of Micronesia (the Central 
Carolines, northern neighbor of Papua New 
Guinea and Indonesia); the Republic of Pa- 
lau; and the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Marianas (the newest American territory). 
At present they are grouped as the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands and admin- 
istered by the United States for the United 
Nations under a 1947 Trusteeship Agree- 
ment. 

Three of these groups will become quasi- 
independent. Their status, called “Free As- 
sociation,” cedes defense rights to the United 
States in return for substantial economic and 
other assistance. Their governments will 
control internal affairs and all non-defense- 
related foreign relations. 

The islands have gone through four co- 
lonial periods--Spanish, German, Japa- 
nese, and American-since they were first 
put on a map by Magellan in 1521. At one 
time they were important as producers of 
copra (dessicated coconut) and at another 
as whaling stations. They were a major tar- 
get for Roman Catholic and Protestant mis- 
sionaries eager to save the souls of “innocent 
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natives” and protect them from the evils of 
debauchery brought about by contact with 
U ~ S C N ~ ~ ~ O I I S  Western sailors. They were 
heavily fortified by the Japanese prior to 
World War U. But who are these Microne- 
sians whose lands are about to be recog- 
nized as international entities? What is their 

Father Hezel’s latest book, the third in 
his series on this subject, is a major con- 
tribution to our understanding of Micro- 
nesia. The three volumes build upon each 
other, gradually increasing in complexity. 
After Foreign Ship Contacts with its simple 
listings came Winds ojChange, and now 
The Firsi Taint. which chronicles in minute 
detail the opening of the Micronesian is- 
lands to the Western world and Eastern mar- 
kets. Those who have access to the first two 
books will find The Firsi Taint easier to 
read, but all the data of the other two are 
here and much, much more. 

While Hezel excludes the Marianas from 
most of the work, a forgivable but regret- 
table omission, he covers extensively the 
Marshalls, P o ~ p e ,  Truk, Yap, and Palau, 
and gives detailed treatment to Kosrae (Ku- 
saie). From original source materials he re- 
creates the islanders’ colonial history: the 
first contacts with Westerners, the intro- 
duction of syphilis and epidemic diseases, 
the founding of worldwide trading h s  in 
whale products and copra, the genetic 
mixing that resulted in the Micronesians of 
today-many of whom still bear the names 
of early beachcombers, whalers, and en- 
trepreneurs who visited or were resident on 
‘the various islands. The situations he de- 

“scribes are discovered to have their echo 
today. For example, recent observers of the 
Palauan political situation will note that 
present plans for a Compact of Free As- 
sociation and for a constitution and national 
government have been developing in a cli- 
mate much like that of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, as described by Hezel. 

The obvious value of the book is its pro- 
digious detail, but it is the hardest element 
to keep in perspective. The same names pop 
up in different chapters in different con- 
texts; ships call at different islands at dif- 
ferent times; people move around. It is 
almost necessary to make some sort of chart 
to follow the movements of the principals 
as they appear and reappear in various pe- 
rids. But the book is a gold mine of char- 
acter sketches. Hezel has researched 
Spanish, German, and American archives 
for the records of whalers, missionaries, 
and government officials, providing vivid 
descriptions of the people who came to the 
islands from all over the world. For the 
armchair strategist following naval move- 
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ments in the Pacific there are accounts of 
British warships that brought law and order, 
to ostensibly Spanish islands with their per- 
manent populations of German traders and 
American whalers and missionaries, dem- 
onstrating the Empire’s reach. There is also 
an account of the Confederate cruiser Shen- 
andoah’s sinking of four Union whaling 
ships in Ponape at the end of the American 
Civil War, an event that is never mentioned 
in U.S. history books. The book is full of 
interesting details and encounters like 
thess-the interplay, for instance, of the 
then great powers of Europe in their search 
for new colonies and raw materials and the 
effect of modern warfare on traditional bal- 
ances of power in the islands. 

While the notes, letters, and reports He- 
zel draws upon reflect the observations of 
Westerners, it takes only a little effort to 
put oneself in the place of the Micronesian 
people to see how they reacted to the phe- 
nomenon of the white man and how he 
changed their cultures and lives-some- 
times harshly, sometimes gradually, if 
inexorably. Now, when the islands are on 
the verge of becoming self-governing again, 
The First Taint provides both the general 
reader and the specialized observer with a 
wealth of information-filling a void in the 
literature with style, humor, and a great deal 
of human interest. lwvl 
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ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 

COHESION IN THE SOUTH 
edlted by Altaf Gauhar 
(Praeger Publishers [in cooperation with the 
Third World Foundation]; xvi + 221 pp.; 
$24.95/$12.95) 

REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE THIRD 
WORLD 

Murray, Chrlstlne White 
edlted by Gordon White, Robln 

(University Press of Kentucky; iv + 278 pp.; 
$26.00) 

Louis F .  Cooper 

The termThird World, in use now for nearly 
four decades, has been attacked repeatedly 
as inaccurate and misleading. Daniel Bell, 
writing in 1977. called it “vague and ten- 
dentious,” and Secretary of State-designate 
Alexander Haig, in his January, 1981, con- 
firmation hearings, labeled “a myth” the. 
notion of a unified Third World. In one 
sense, of course, Haig was right. The grow- 
ing economic differences among develop 


