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by lbygve Mathiesen 
(Columbia University Press for Universi- 
tetsforlaget. Norway; 186 pp.; $26.00) 

Robert J .  Myers 

Those of us professionally involved in in- 
ternational relations eagerly seek out studies 
proclaiming progress in this arcane busi- 
ness, hoping against all evidence that some- 
one will find a new theory, or a new way 
of interpreting the evidence, that justifies 
our efforts. So Trygve Mathiesen, a Nor- 
wegian scholar concerned with the polar 
regions and the relationships between great 
and small powers, is an important straw to 
clutch during the current dismay over the 
disarray in world politics. Norway, per- 
haps, has the answer. 

The idea of a shared global destiny is no 
longer in much dispute, given the general 
acceptance of the “nuclear winter” theory 
popularized by Carl Sagan and associates. 
The idea of “global integration,” however, 
may be more controversial. In international 
affairs, as in the stock market, it is essential 
to detect the main trend, up or down, to 

which one then relates the ups and downs 
of short-term performance. It is in this light 
that one ought to approach this thin volume 
and discover either reinforcement of the in- 
tegration thesis or affirmation of the exact 
opposite. As it turns out, there is a Hegelian 
character to this serious, idealistic work that 
leaves the impact and validity of the inte- 
grationist arguments very much in the eye 
of the beholder. 

The creation of a system of world poli- 
tics, Professor Mathiesen believes, is a 
hopeful development, since it enables states 
of “all sizes and stages of development” to 
enter into the process. This has been at a 
certain cost, however: “Beliefs, established 
moral standards, and social noms seem to 
be giving way almost everywhere in the 
world, without applicable alternatives being 
formed.” 

This counterpoint--an assertion of in- 
tegrative factors and a concession that there 
is substantial evidence of disintegration- 
is carried throughout the book. Improved 
transportation and communications create 
worldwide fellow-feeling; and “without their 
psychological basis we cannot hope to mas- 
ter the mounting problems of world poli- 
tics.” But at the same time, one wonders 

whether transportation and communications 
arc not in fact part of the cause of the 
“mounting problems.” Similarly, according 
to Mathiesen, the decline in the power of 
the superpowers (disintegration?) has pro- 
duced a more complex multipolar state sys- 
tem (integration?). 

One problem facing “world politics” is 
how to create a better balance between tech- 
nological progress and political action; but 
Mathiesen calls this issue “child’s play” 
compared to the problem of nuclear arms 
control. And further: “There is no guarantee 
that the present strong position of Westem 
civilization will be maintained unless the 
nations concerned are able to cure its pres- 
ent illnesses, which will indeed require a 
determined moral rearmament.” The cur- 
rent trend in world politics is, of course, 
dangerous and is abetted by “the revival of 
non-Western civilizations [which] may mean 
a temporary reversal of the social and moral 
adjustment which has been going on for 
some time, and which has improved the 
social basis for the acceptance of common 
human rights all over the world.” Mathiesen 
does not see how it is possible to advocate 
human rights “in one part of the world and 
leave another part to the despots. That this 

NOW, SUBSCRIBING To WORLDVIEW 
IS AS EASY AS DIALING THE PHONE! 
SIMPLY CALL TOLL FM€- 
DATATELm 800-341-1522 
In Maine, call collect 236-2896 
(Weekdays 6 AM to 9 PM, EST, 
Friday Till 5 PM) 

A FULL YEAR OF WORLDVIEW 
FOR ONLY $15.00! 
(Special Student Price, only $8.75!) 
Use DATATELTM to order a new sub- 
scriDtion for vourself or a friend, or 
to renew you’r current subscription. 
Remember, the call is free. 



policy should meet with great obstacles was 
only to be expected in a world where brute 
force still plays a dominant role.” 

Curiously, these positive normative 
propostions for a new integrated world 
community come up against the author’s 
own often relucmt and insightful obser- 
vations that the favorable trends he sees are 
at odds with his own estimates of the dom- 
inant trends of our day. The book seems to 
argue with itself in an often melancholy 
fashion. 

A minor but irritating point: I noted ten 
egregious typos from page 30 to page 101 
before I stopped counting. This suggests 
one of two comes  for the future: (a) that 
the Norwegian publisher, Universitetsfor- 
laget, invest in a good proofreader or (b) 
that Columbia University Press be more dis- 
criminating in distributing thin volumes at 
$26. 

In sum. there is more assertion and hope 
than real evidence to support the idea of 
world integration. The call seems lo be for 
a vast program of social and ethical engi- 
neering beyond anything yet anempted. T h i s  
expectation requires a high order of courage 
and faith, and an optimism that rises high 
above the current dismal state of interna- 
tional relations. ‘WV 

CITIZEN MACHIAVELLI 
by Mark Hulllung 
(Pnnceton University Press; xiii + 299 pp.; 
$22.50) 

John E. Recker 

Modem scholars consistently omit the im- 
perial theme in Machiavelli. They are too 
concerned, says Hulliung. with his repub- 
lican thought and with trying to reconcile 
the monarchical Machiavclli of The Prince 
with the republican Machiavelli of The Dis- 
courses. Arguing against the long tradition 
of humanist readings of Machiavelli, Hul- 
hung rejects the image of him as “tom, 
divided, and tortured by the necessity of 
doing evil for the sake of good.” For Ma- 
chiavelli the truths of power were not ter- 
rible; they were exciting. Hulliung cites J .  
R. Hale with approval: ‘* ‘Because of its 
formal resemblance to old manuals Of 
Princely Government, Machiavelli’s Prince 
was like a bomb in a prayerbook.’ ” Hul- 
hung goes on: “What has been done for The 
Prince must now be done for the republican 
writings of Machiavelli: these too must be 
restored to their intellectual con- 
text,.. .classical political thought, Roman in 
particular.” 

“Eternal Summer 

Our reviewers have liked these books. We recall them to you, hoping that 
summer will bring opportunities to read that winter has denied. 

FANATICISM: A HISTORICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY, by Andrd 
Haynal, Miklos Molnar, Gdrard de Puymdge (Schocken Books; 282 pp.; $19.95) 
“Ry illuminating an important phenomenon that we are prone to ignore, [the 
authors] upset some of our taken-for-granted notions, reminding us thar, in E.  M. 
Cioran’s words. ‘When one refuses to admit the interchangeable nature of ideas, 
bloodflows.’ ”--Edith Kunweil 

SOUTH OF NOWHERE, by Antonio Lobo Antunes, translated by Elizabeth 
Lowe (Random House; 160 pp.; $11.95j 
“. . .a very dramatic and alarming work whose power is not diminished by Antunes’s 
occasional metaphorical excesses. Caustic humor offers some relief from the har- 
rowing tale he spins, especially in asides about relations between men and women 
and in descriptions of ultraconsenvative family members who cannot understand 
the emerging values of the yoiing doctor and writer growing up in their midst. ” 

--Gerald Freund 

ENVOY TO THE MIDDLE WORLD, by George McGhee (Harper & Row; 
xxii  +460 pp.; $25.00) 
“The author’s accounts of the events in which he participated are vivid, personal, 
and crammed with local color. But McGhee has added to each chapter WO ad- 
ditional elements that make his memoirs even more valuable and readable: a 
summary of basic facts and events before and afer  the period he is describing, in 
effert providing a current handbook on the Middle World, and the liberal use of 
both American arid British official sources of the period.”-James W. Spain 

THE HEALTH REVOLUTION IN CUBA, by Sergio Diaz-Briquets (University 
of Texas Press; xvii t 227 pp.; $19.95) 
“This book, by a U.S. population expert of Cuban descent. is as objective an 
analysis as has yet come oiit in the United States.”4eorge A .  Silver 

THE EGYPT OF NASSER AND SADAT: THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF 
TWO REGIMES, by John Waterbury (Princeton University Press; 475 pp.; 
$45 .00/$12.50) 
“Anyone wirh a serious interest in Egypt willjnd this book a unique and \~aluable 
resource. ” S t a n l e y  Reed 

GLOBAL STAKES: THE FUTURE OF HIGH TECHNOLOGY IN AMERICA, 
by James Botkin, Dan Dimancescu, and Ray Stata (Ballinger Publishing CO.; 
237 pp.; $17.50) 
“The authors have provided information, insights, and analysis that nil1 be of 
inestimable value in the great debate over the national and international problems 
that high technology is likely to cause. Whar is disturbing is that this debate has 
pet to begin.”-Albert L. Huebner 

THE CHANGING ANATOMY OF BRITAIN, by Anthony Sampson (Random 
House; 476 pp.; $17.95) 
“The 1962 format remains, but the message is new; twenty years of observation 
has transformed this anaromisr into a psychologist and unwitting ironist. At each 
stop on his informed and sophisticated tour of the corridors of power, Sampson 
is now alert io the strengths and flexibility of traditional institutions.” 

--L;tny To01 

POLICY AND TRADE ISSUES OF THE JAPANESE ECONOMY, edited by 
Kozo Yamamura (University of Washington Press; 332 pp.; $25.00) 
“It would surely be the height of folly for the United Stares to create its own version 
of MITI just as it is becoming clear thnt Japan’s spectacular successes in inter- 
national trade were based on a set of circiimstances not likely ro be repeated. The 
authors have performed a r~aluable service by documenting this conclusion and 
otherwise claribing the limits and potential of Japaii‘s future role in world mar- 
kets.”-Walter Ashley 
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