
markets for the sale of their noncereal crops 
and the purchase of the cereals they needed. 

’Ihe Cultural Revolution added new 
problems. It repressed rural markets, pri- 
vate plots, and the development of subsis- 
tence agriculture. though these practices 
have made an outstanding contribution to 
the increased food productivity of the East- 
ern bloc countries of Europe, including the 
USSR itself. Some leaders have tried to 
increase farm and private production by im- 
proved prices, but the bureaucracy, as bur- 
eaucracies will. has felt this a threat to its 
power and has fought such efforts. In gen- 
eral, the leadership has been divided. Some 
have tried to expand markets as an induce- 
ment to increase production and improve 
peasant life. Others have felt that improved 
markets would threaten the production of 
consumer goods. 

Agricultural investments have been mod- 
est, considering the large contribution made 
by agriculture to the national product. One 
senses a drive by the leadership to augment 
living standards by increasing the produc- 
tion of consumer goods. sometimes even at 
the cost of agriculture. 

In summary, the First Five-Year Plan with 
its higher agricultural investments and eas- 
ier marketing programs resulted in higher 
growth. The reduced agricultural invest- 

ments of 1966-77 were paralleled by a de- 
cline in agricultural production. Since 1978 
the average price for crops delivered to the 
state has risen and h e r e  has been an in- 
creased payment of premium prices-both 
aimed at encouraging production. This has 
helped to an extent to improve the lot of 
peasants and farmers. 

- Arnold Krochmal 

Correspondence 

HALE SELASSIE 
Sterett Pope’s review of the Kapuscinski 
and Marcus volumes on Haile Selassie and 
Ethiopia suggests one serious oversight. By 
the mid-1960s. when I anived in Addis 
Ababa to spend a number of years, Haile 
Selassie was nor running the country. It was 
being run by a “band” of “shimaglis.” These 
were the power-center heads among the 
provincial govemors, military, business, and 
international traders. The old man was too 
tired to take the country back from them. 

knowledge comes from having lived there 
through the major student uprisings as dean 
of a college in the University, which meant 
that 1 bailed young dissident faculty out of 
jail often, saw Peace Corps junior faculty 
deported on twenty-four-hour notice, gained 
access to information on the inside of the 
power system by doing free consulting for 
the heads of the airline, govemment bank- 
ing system, utilities, etc. I also had to have 
my face rebuilt and lost an eye as a result 
of one sway brick among the many which 
were thrown at all cars traveling down a 
particular road one night. My boss was a 
“Lij,” a bestowed title indicating that he 
was a trusted insider. (The term translates 
literally from Amharic as “boy,” or “trusted 
palace boy,” and my boss was married to 
one of Haile Selassie’s granddaughters, so 
he had to have been a true “Lij.”) 

I believe that your reviewer should have 
pointed out that both volumes reviewed were 
seriously in error for the period beyond 1966. 
Kapuscinski did point out some effects of 
the Negus’s age, as noted by Pope, but 
neglected to point up the fact that the rev- 
olution was against the “rulers” for the pe- 
riod 1966-74. 

James A. Lee 
And they let him cut a lot of ribbons opening 
orphanages, schools, and the like. My Malaysia 

Perafing J a y ,  Selangor 

“I know of no other book that brings this material together so search- 
ingly and sensitively. and brings it down to a personal level as well. 
One cannot read it without being deeply impressed by the author‘s 

Hitler, 
penetrating judgment and analytic ability.” ermans, Peter H. Merkl. author of The Making o f a  Stormtrooper 

I and the LLJewish Question” 
Sarah Gordon This new book probes the ultimately unexplainable evil of our century 

-the deliberateand unprovoked murder of millions of European 
Jews- through the eyes of the German people. 

Hifles Germans. and the “‘Jewish Question * ’  demonstrates how a 
minority of extreme anti-Semites coexisted in Germany with the 
indifferent or fearfully disapproving majority. while a heroic few 
assumed the extreme risks of opposition. 

Unexamined Gestapo files, new dataon court sentences. and other 
valuable sources are used to describe these courageous Germans 
who opposed Nazi anti-Semitism, including startling evidence of 
opposition within the Nazi party. C $40.00. LPE $14.50 

41. William Street Princeton. NJ 08540 


