
Solidarity at the risk of provoking an in- 
ternational crisis, there was never any real 
chance that the Soviet Union would not 
intervene to quash the Polish heresy. 

And what now? “Normalization.” or the 
restoration of abnormality, has descended 
on Poland for the foreseeable future. Sol- 
idarity as an institution melts daily away 
while Walesa has ceased to have any mean- 
ingful political importance. In fact, Walesa 
has entered Polish ~ t i o n a l  mythology within 
his own middle-age, as a symbol, along 
with the Catholic Church, of the Polish 
struggle for national dignity. But one thing 
remains. a “revolution of the soul.” For 
Poles know what M o m  tastes We. And 
one day. unless the Party reforms itself out 
of all recognition, the thirst for freedom and 
independence will burst open all the care- 
fully constructed ideological safety hatches 
so that “Poland can be Poland.” 

HAPPINESS, JUSTICE & FREEDOM: 
THE MORAL & POLITICAL PHIL- 

OSOPHY OF JOHN STUART MILL 
by Fred R. Berger 
(University of California Press; 354 pp.; 
$24.95) 

William J .  Long 

John Stuart M i l l ’ s  reputation as a philos- 
opher has known good days and bad. Dur- 
ing his lifetime he was considered Britain’s 
foremost liberal thinker. Heir to the utili- 
tarian tradition of his father. James Mill, 
and its mentor, Jeremy Bentham, the 
younger Mill was credited with transcend- 
ing both men’s narrow conception of human 
happiness as the simple avoidance of pain 
and the pursuit of pleasure. He accepted the 
proposition that happiness is the end of life 
and the ultimate test of all rules of conduct; 
he went on, however, to specify that hap- 
piness was not directly attainable but was 
only a by-product of other ends, such as 
the happiness of others, self-improvement, 
the pursuit of rut and beauty, or activity for 
its own sake. 

In a way that was consonant with his own 
idealism and the increasing liberalism of 
his age, Mill’s moral theory rescued utili- 
tarian ethics from the constraints of its plea- 
sure/pain calculus. But scholars in later 
generations have criticized Mill’s attempted 
expansion of utilitarian moral theory. They 
have called it inconsistent with basic util- 
itarian principles and have cited the incon- 
sistency as evidence of the failure of util- 
itarianism to provide a basis for liberalism. 

Ironically, what contributed so much to 
Mill’s reputation in the nineteenth century 
has contributed greatly to the decline of h i s  
reputation in the twentieth. 

Professor Berger’s new book begins a 
third stage in ow estimation of Mill. Like 
previous scholars. Beger acknowledges that 
Mill’s enlarged conception of human well- 
being, including such notions as the intrin- 
sic goodness of autonomy, integrity, and 
dignity, was a significant contribution to 
moral philosophy. Unlike the current or- 
thodoxy. however, Berger’s work attempts 
to show the consistency of Mill’s concep 
tion of happiness with his theories of justice 
and freedom. 

He finds the link in the important role of 
rules in Mill’s philosophy. Berger dem- 
onstrates bow Mill’s moral theory was 
grounded on what the author terms a “strat- 
egy conception of rules.” This essentially 
utilitarian concept holds that useful rules 
should determine our moral duties in most 
situations, but in exceptional situations the 
moral rightness or wrongness of an act 
should be determined not solely by an a p  
peal to the letter of the rules but by a con- 
sideration of specific consequences. 

Thus, justice for Mill consisted of so- 
ciety’s rules governing punishment and re- 
ward for actions that harm or help society, 
but the rules were to be applied in light of 
specific mitigating circumstances. Mill’s 
theories of justice also included informal 
sanctions and intrinsic rewards. Freedom- 
a condition Mill believed was imperative to 
man’s happiness and to society’s utility- 
had to be defined and protected by using 
the same sort of liberal-utilitarian rule: In- 
terference with an individual’s freedom is 
only justified when to do so would protect 
a superior right of someone else. Since there 
were few values more essential than free- 
dom in Mill’s system, such interference was 
highly circumscribed. 

In the final section of his book. Professor 
Berger uses the reformulated framework of 
Mill’s liberal-utilitarian philosophy to reply 
to Mill’s critics and to demonstrate that 
Mill’s political and economic analysis was 
also consistent with his basic philosophy. 
While Berger’s insights are numerous, his 
resuscitation of Mill’s view of equality is 
particularly noteworthy. 

Mill has often been criticized by modem 
liberals for h i s  lack of commitment to equal- 2 

ity. While there is evidence in Mill’s writ- 
ings to support such attacks, Berger’s pains- 
taking scholarship leads him to conclude * 
that Mill possessed a generally unrecog- 
nized “baseline” conception of equality, en- 
compassing the idea that substantive in- 
equalities of wealth, education, or power 

i 

‘. . .underdevelopment today 
is not a natural condition, 

but an unnatural one, 
a social state which is 
the product of history; 

not a passive condition, but the con- 
sequence of conscious action; not 
something that just  happened, gov- 
erned by the logic of an impersonal 
system, but something that was 
done to people by other people.” 

In THE THREE WORLDS, Peter 
Worsley considers the historical 
events, the actions, the systerns 
that have served to confine the 
majority of humankind to what we 
know as  the Third World. In this 
work of extraordinary scope and 
vision, he surveys the whole range 
of theories of development from 
the Marxist approach to that 0 1  the 
social anthropologists. H e  points 
out that the terms “underdevel- 
oped,” ”developed.” “communist.“ 
and “capitalist” do not explain 
everything about real-life inter- 
national groupings. Relationships 
between major groups within 
a n y  given country (classes. ethnic 
groups, religious communities, 
etc.) are  left out of the picture. To 
neglect the element of culture 
-the ideas by which people live- 
is, in Worsley’s opinion, to take a 
one- or two-dimensional view of 
human society that simply ignores 
most of human behavior. 

The Three Worlds 
Culture and World Development 

PETER WORSLEY 
$12.95 paperback 
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are prima facie wrong. Society must redis- 
tribute these goods to ensure subsistence 
witbout personal degradation or manipu- 
lation. Uoequal rewards are justiEed only 
when no one is made worse off and when 
individuals eam them through voluntary ef- 
fort. 

Bcrga further demonstrates how this 

coasistent with Mill's call for a confiscatory 
inheritance tax and with his opposition to 
a graduated tax on eamed income over the 
subsistence level. More important. by il- 
lustrating M i l l ' s  sincere commitment to 
equality and his willingness to further 
equality by permitting significant changes 
in the economic and political smcture of 
hisday,Bergerleavesus withatruerpicture 
of Mill as a philosopher. 

Professor Berger does not treat Mi l l ' s  
work in terms of shifts in position or expres- 
sion through the course of his career. He 
reconstructs Mill's philosophy on the basis 
of the total oeuvre. The philosopher's 
thought emerges as more intelligible, more 
workable, and more relevant-a framework 
with the help of which we may generate 
moral principles, analyze contemporary 
problems, and achieve a greater apprecia- 
tionoftheman. [WVI 

"baSeli0e"coooepcioa ofequality was wholly 

AMERICA INSIDE OUT 
by David Schoenbrun 
(McGraw-Hill; 512 pp.; $17.50) 

Ralph Buultjens 

The celebrated foreign correspondents of 
the mid-twentieth century have reached 
anecdotage. The memoirs of Theodore 
White. Harrison Salisbury, William Shirer, 
and even those of lesser luminaries like 
Clifton Daniel. test@ to this nostalgic drift. 
For the most part, these works read like 
repackaged dispatches interspersed with 
uninteresting pq-sonal minutiae. There is 
much of yesteryear's motion, disappoint- 
ingly little philosophic depth. Insights which 
highly skilled observers should be able to 
extract from exciting lives are sadly lack- 
ing. 

David Schoenbruo's America Inside Out 
is woven from the same historical experi- 
ence but is vastly different in texture and 
tone. Here, at last. is a work which blends 
firsthand experience with perspective and 
wisdom as it records the e x h o d m y  drama 
of modern history. For fifty years, from 
Roosevelt to Reagan, Schoenbrun has been 
at the fulcrum of power, reporting great 
doings and the doings of the great. From 

24 

Europe. Washington, New York, and oc- 
casionally from Asia and the Middle East, 
he has informed large audiences on radio 
and television. in print, and from the lecture 
podium. &r many books on personalities 
and specific histories, Schoenbm now gives 
us the story'of h i s  life, our era, and his part 
in it. 

Americalnside Out is, then, a rich chron- 
icle of contemporary history told with verve 
and vibrancy. However, it is more than just 
that. There are four separate, yet intercon- 
nected, works subsumed within this am- 
biguous title. Each has its own meaning and 
compelling message while cleaving to 
Schoenbrun's main theme: optimism, and 
belief in progress. in the midst of the waste- 
land which is the record of humankind. 

In its basic structure this book is a chron- 
ological record of America and the modem 
world-the Great Depression and the New 
Deal; Eisenhower's campaigns in North Af- 
rica, Europe, and for the presidency; the 
cold war as seen from Paris: Kennedy and 
Camelot; the descent into Vietnam; the 
Nixon and Reagan presidencies; global 
struggles and conflicts on many continents. 
Schoenbrun saw them all and tells it in an 
incisive and elegant way. 

Shrewd witnesses to history are, of c o w .  
not uncommon. What makes this book very 
special is its cast of cliaractewolorful 
giants who talk freely with Schoenbrun. 
There is Roosevelt, who says cynically: "If 
ever you see someone you admire [politi- 
cally] arm in arm with someone you m i s -  
trust, ask yourself who is using whom?' 
Ho Chi Minh philosophizes: "Who knows 
who a man is? Does the man himself really 
know? What is important is to know where 
he is going." The ill-fated Czech leader Jan 
Masaryk ponders his early life in Chicago: 
"I made toilets, really very good training 
for a foreign minister." De Gaulle in po- 
litical exile proclaims to Schoenbrun: "The 
Fourth Republic governs poorly. but de- 
fends itself very well." Intimate conver- 
sations with great history-makers-Nehru. 
Golda Meir. Dulles, Kennedy, and a host 
of others-give America Inside Out its sec- 
ond dimension. It is, as few recent books 
have been, a superb commentary on the 
importance of personality in determining 
affairs of state. 

In its own unpedantic way this is also a 
kind of handbook of politics. Schoenbrun, 
from both his CBS vantagepoint and later, 
has analyzed many political happenings. 
What interests him is not oNy events but 
the elements that go into the making of 
events. His intellectual surgery on Adlai 
Stevenson as candidate, and on Kennedy, 
the political operator as president, are tell- 

ing examinations of the arts of government. 
Stevenson played well "in New York and 
Hollywood but nowhere in between." Ken- 
nedy, keenly sensitive to image and psy- 
chology, orders Ted Sorensen "not to break 
through the psychological barrier" of one 
hundred billion dollars in preparing his total 
budget outlays. Today, this amount ac- 
counts for just a third of annual defense 
expenditures! Students of diplomacy will 
want to read how Jean Monnet forged the 
European Common Market out of appar- 
ently irreconcilable hostilities. People in 
public life will do well to reflect on these 
lessons. 

Perhaps the most appealing dimension of 
this book is its philosophic content. Schoen- 
brun captures the deep, subterranean ten- 
sions that have tormented the soul of Amer- 
ica in  recent decades. Movingly, he 
describes generous and freedom-seeking 
thrusts that have dignified the history of the 
United States. But there is also unhesitating 
condemnation of the darker underside: the 
greedy, dominating, power-hungry urges 
that have often infused modern U.S. policy. 
America's destiny stands on top of a trap 
door through which venal impulses lunge. 
The future of this nation depends not on 
containing communism, but on containing 
evil sediments in its own psyche. This is a 
most appropriate message for an election 
year. 

While great themes, personaities, and 
movements dominate America inside Out, 
there is also a very human story underlying 
them-a stoiy of personal couiage. Time 
and again Schoenbrun's unflinching out- 
spokenness. has brought him into conflict 
with various of f ic ia ldomAe FBI in the 
McCarthy period, top corporate brass at 
CBS. upholders of government policy when 
he led early Vietnam protests. Although 
often under intense pressure, Schoenbrun 
held then to his convictions with a stubborn 
honesty and is able now to deal with his 
adversaries without bitterness or hatred. 
These are interesting qualities, rare in the 
media of our time. 

All this makes us want to know more 
about the making of David Schoenbrun. 
This is where America Inside Out is some- 
what reticent. What was it  that set a boy 
from Belle Harbor, New York, on a long 
march to national recognition? How did this 
apparently bright but not especially brilliant 
youth develop as a formidable intellect ca- 
pable of meeting and matching the best and 
the brightest? 

For those who have read his writings and 
watched him televise over many years, these 
are important questions. The answers, only 
gently hinted at in this book, will help us 
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